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gu'd to ſhew the Uſe and Advan- 
1 —— of ſome of Mr. Malebranch's Prin- 
* 2 0 in the Theories of Providence 
and which for want of them have 


been too ee Milinterpreted and 
ill Underſtood. 
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8 I am too much a 
Stranger in the Coun- 
try to preſume far on 
my Acquaintance with your 
Perſon, give me leave, Sir, 
to make an Offering to your 
Fame, and to acquit my ſelf 
from the Criminal Negle& 1 
ſhould be guilty of, ond I 
omit this Opportunity of gi- 
viog in my particular Suffrage 
to lo general an Eftecm.” For 
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The Deaication. 12 
if we live in an Age wherein 
Vice and ill Morals walk un- 
diſguis d, and oven Hypocri. 

ſy it ſelf ventures to take off 
its Mask, under the Protecti- 
on of Clamours and Num- 
bers: What ſtronger Attra- 


ctives ought there to be in 


Vertue, and Honour, and in 
fuch a bright Example as re- 


fuſes to be conceal'd, notwith- 


ſtanding that Veil which ci- 


ther Envy, or your own Mo- 


deſty would caſt over it. Ex- 
cuſe us then, Sir, if we are 
dazled at a diſtance, with a 
Character which ſhines with 
ſo many Vertues; and which 
is every where Celebrated for 


Temperance and Prudence, 


Ho- 


The Dedication. 
Honour and Juſtice, - Gene. 
roſity, good Nature, and 
good Senſe, and what other 
Excellencies conſtitute the 
entire Enghſh Gentleman, 
as well as thoſe more Re- 
| commendable Qualities , 
which furniſh out the good 
Chriſtian, and ſincere Church. 
Man. Amongſt whichthere 
are none that ſtrike us with a 
I greater Idea than that Primi: 
I dve and unaffected: Zeal for 
Religion; that Order, and 
Regular Piety of your Fa. 
mily ; That Ingenuous Rc. 
ſpect and Friendſhip you arc 
pleas'd to afford the Clergy, 
and that Couragious, and 
Conſciencious Concern you 


A 3 al- 


Te Dedication. 
al vays expreſs for the Secu. 


rity, and Honour of our Ex- 
cellent Church. You will 
not imagine, Sir, that I de- 
ſign, by this, to ſhut out of 
your Character a Common. 
dation, which ſo many plume 
themſelves with the Chime- 
rical Image of, I mean Mo- 
deration: In Temper, and 
Conſtitution, in Principleand 
Practice, and wherever Mo- 
deration ſtands a Vertue, be- 
twixt two immoderate Ex- 
treams, it is your Property 
and Advantage. If it be a- 
ny Excellence of our Church 
to be poizd in a due Medium 
betwixt Popery and Phanati- 
ciſm; If it be any Prehemi- 

* nence 


The Dedication, 
nence of our State, to have the 
Boundaries of a free Monar. 
chy, fix d and tempered be. 
ewixt Tyranny, and Confuſi- 
on; then as you are Zea- 
lous for the Unity, Safety, 
and Proſperity of the Church, 
with iduloence to weak, but 
indeſigning Conſciences; and 
as you are carneſt for the 
maintaining the Liberty, and 
Property of the Subject, with 
Ja Due, and Loyal Regard to 
the — of the Crown, 
y || you have the real Character 
4. | of Moderation, and you will 
h | not be ſorry to loſe the Re. 
4 | purcation of it, where it is 
Scandalous, and Vicious; as 
i- ot being moderately Vertu- 
, L Ke + ous 


The Dedication. gy TOY 
ous, or of a moderate Affe. 
ction to the Church you are 


a Member of. Theſe are 


Qualities which you are nei- 
ther afraid, nor aſham'd to 
own, at a juncture that ill 


Names are attributed to the 


beſt Things, and tis difficult 
to proſeſs any Leal for our 
happy Eftabliſkment, with. 
out being loaded with odious 
Titles: When tis but cry- 
ing out an High. Churchman, 
to inſinuate to the Crowd, 


the Notion of one in the In- 
tereſts of France, and an Enc- 
my to the Proteſtant Succel- 


ftion. The Truth is, as the | 
Church's Encmics have Art- 
fully, and Maliciouſly contri- 
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The Dedication. 

ved it, they have by their Pre- 

dicaments of High, and Lom, 

divided all. its true Members 

out of its Conſtitution : For | 

if the High Churchman is to 1 

be diſtinguiſh'd by being an | 

Agent for a Popiſh Succeſſor, | 

and the Low, by giving up 

the Church to Latitude and 

- | Comprehenſion ; I know not 

| where to find a Place for you 

whom the World knows 

to be equally zealous for our 

Eſtabliſhment, againſt both 

thoſe Principles of Slavery 

and Diſtraction. But if the 

unthinking Multicude can be 
abus'd by the Identity of 

-| Names, to belicve no diffe- 

rence in I hings, and fwallow 

Con- 


T he Dedication, 
Contradictions; with the Wi. 
ſer Sort, ſuch Diſingenuous 
Artifices conſute themſelves ; 
and have quite another Effect 
than was deſign d, which is 
to ſtrengthen the Authority 
of injurd Innocence, and give 
| Truth and Honour an addi. 
1 tional Luſtre... Tis the only 
| Misfortune that ſo many Ta- 
lents, ſo uſeful tothe Publick a 
are often Enemies to a Gen- || 
tleman's private R epole; and 
thisyouhavecxperienc'dfrom 
the Importunities of your 
. Country-Men, to draw you 
out into their Counties Ser- 
vice, preſuming you would 
do ſome Violence to the 
Native Modeſty of your 


1cmper, 


The Dedication. 

Temper, rathet than  diſap\ 
point the uncommon Joy and 
Satisfaction, withwhich: they 


expected, and received your 


1. 


ſions of your Merit, I am cn. 
ſcourag d to Addreſs an Eſſay 
of this Nature to you, preſu- 
Y ming it will not be unaccep- 
* table; becauſe deſign d to give 
a Rational, and Maſculine In- 
„ Ftcrpretation of the Divine 
d Diſpenſations, and to clear 
N ſome Truths of Religion, 


Confuſion, with which Ig- 
norance, and Enthuſiaſm en- 
eee 
I have in the lcaſt meaſuro 
It anſwercd this Deſign, it will 
, Ei 


Anſwer : With ſuch Impreſ- 


from that Darkneſs and 


— 
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The Deaication. 
be ſufficient Honour, to have 
gracd it with your Patro- 
nage and Approbation, to, 


SIR, 
Tour moſt Faithful 


and Obedient Servant, 


Tho. Taylor. 
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F TO THE 


READER: 


IS an hazardous thing to be an 
| Author: The Publick is an inexo- 
rable Judge; and every one that ap- 

pears before it, expoſes himſelf to a dubious Tri- 
al, Which makes it the Intereſt of all that write 
to conſult more the Leiſure and Advantage, of 
the Reader, than their own ; and not to abuſe 
the Patience of a Judicious Age, with tedious 
Impertinencies and Trifles, I have endeavoured 
in this Eſſay to avoid theſe Faults, as much as 
in me lay, deſigning to ſpeak important Traths; 
and if I have not done it ſo 1 and to 
that Advantage which I ought, I have at leaſt 
carefully avoided the giving my Reader too long 
a Diſturbance, What I here offer is bottom d 
upon Mr. Malebranche, and is but a Comment 
as it wer?, upon his Text : Some of whoſe Prin- 
ciples are wonderful Prolifick : His Lights ſtart 
out into infinite new Diſcoveries, like the fx d 
Stars, as often as we lengthen the Teleſcope, and 
improve our Opticks, Which has made me of- 


ten wiſh, that ſome Perſon of fine Thought, and 
core 


To the Reader. 
correct Judgment, would, upon the ſolid, and Un- 
ſhaken Principles of this Author, build an en- 
tire Syſtem, and ſolve all thoſe particular diffe- 
culties in Providence and Grace, which as far 
as Ican ſee, have not been ſo thoroughly aſſoil'd, 


2 any other ʒand which I think impoſſible to be 


one without them. For ſome of theſe Luminaries 
are of the firſt Magnitude, or rather with re- 
ſpelt to us, are like _ two great Rulers of the 
Day aud Night, and influence upon every thing 
in the Intellectual and Moral World. A the 
keeping our Eyes open to theſegrand Lights, is the 
only way to avoid Stragling into Error, So the 
want of ſuch a View has filld the World with 
falſe Notions, and Superſtitious Practices, 
and introduc'd infinite unconſcionable Volumes 
«pon Subjects, which a few Pages might 
have better explain'd: And even this had occa- 
ſion'd Judicious and Excellent Authors, to fetch 
4 Compaſs in thoſe Theories, which flow in a di- 
rect Line, from theſe ſimple and general Truths. 
If I have adopted any Thoughts that are not pure- 
ly my own into theſe Papers, "tis to groft them 
upon 4 Stock, where they will Naturally grow, 
aud fruttifie, and to ſhew the-uſe that may be 
made of my Author, ] found but one Difficul- 
 #y by the way, for which I could meet with no af: 
ſiſtance, till having finiſh'd my Reflections, 1 
was furniſb'd with Dr. More, and was not 4 
little pleas'd and ſurprix' d to find my Thoughts 
Correſponding, as far as he goes, with ſo great 


4 


To the Reader, 

« Man's: Which Point I leave ſtill ſo far a Pro- 
blem, that they who cannot ſee a Contradiction 
in it, will not 4 leaſe me for | being of a dif- 
ferent Opinion: If it be thought ] pay too great 
4 deference to Mr. Malebranche; I kzow not 


| how better ta apologize for my Self than in the 


Words of one who beſt underſtands him, and 

has given him this Character. | 
&« If you would have a general 

*< Inſtrument of 3 an 


* antverſal Key, 4 Book that will The Ingenious 


* form your Uuderſtandiugs, and — * 
« teach you hom to uſe your Intel- 

« lectual Powers, for the avoid- 

ing of. Error; and Conduct | 
jou in the Search of Truth, (4 Search almoſt 


&* thoroughly regulate, order, and f. ori, in 


« "15 unſucceſiful as that of Happineſs) that will 


Inſtruct you in the moſt Fundamental Theories, 
and prepare you for all that is further Intelligi- 
ble; that will purifie and refine your Minds, 
& and brighten, clear up, and enlarge your 
& Thoughts : That will rid you of all jour Pre- 
&« judices, and ſenſible prepoſſeſſions, give you 
clear and diſtinet Ideas of Things, and far- 
&* niſh you with true and ſolid Principles of Sci- 
6 ence, and with the moſt neceſſary and important 
© Concluſions: In fine, if you would have a Book 
* that is alone a Library, and an everriſing 
and flowing Spring of Kpowleage, that ought 


c 


* 


be 


never to be out of your Hands, but always to 


To the Reader. 


| correct Judgment, would, upon the ſolid, and Un. 

| ſhaken Principles of this Author, build an en- 
tire Syſtem, and ſolve all thoſe particular diffi- 

culties in Providence and Grace, which as far 
as Ican ſee, have not been ſo thoroughly aſſoil'd, 
upon any other; and which I think impoſſible to be 
done without them. For ſome of theſe Luminaries Þ | 
are of the firſt Magnitude, or rather with e- / 
ſpect to us, are like thoſe two great Rulers of the 
Pay and Night, and influence upon every thing 
in the Intellectual and Moral World. A the 
| keeping our Eyes open to theſegrand Lights, is the 
„ only way to avoid Stragling into Error, So the 
want of (uch a View has filPd the World with 
falſe Notions, and Superſtitious Practices, 
and introduc'd infinite unconſcionable Volumes 

«pon Subjects, which a few Pages might 

have better explain'd: And even this had occa- 

ſionꝰd Judicious and Excellent Authors, to fetch} © 
4 Compaſs in thoſe Theories, which flow in a di- 

rect Line, from theſe ſimple and general Truths. 

If T have adopted any Thowghts that are not pure- 

ly my own into theſe Papers, "tis to 8% them 

upon a Stock, where they will Naturally grow, 

and fruttifie; and to ſhew the uſe that may be 

made of my Author, I found but one Diffical- © 

1 by the way, for which I could meet with no af: 

fiftance, till having finiſh'd my Reflections, IN © 
was furniſh'd with Dr. More, and was not 4 

little pleas'd and ſurpriæ d to find my Thoughts 

Correſponding, as far as he goes, with ſo great 
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i a Man's : Which Point] leave ſtill ſo far a Pro- 
blem, that they who cannot ſee a Contradiction 
in it, will not 4 leaſe me for being of a dif- 
ferent Opinion 74 it be thought ] pay too great | 
4 deference to Mr. Malebranche; I know not | 
how better ta apologize for my Self than iz the 
Words of one who beſt underſtands him, and 
has given him this Character. | 

&« If you would have a general 
«< Inſtrument of Rnomledge, an | 
* antverſal Rey, 4 Book that will The Ingenious = 
f thoroughly regulate, order, and bs 40 l bis 

form your Underſt andizgs, and Children, 

teach you how to uſe jour Intel- 
« leftual Powers, for the avoid- 
ing of Error; and Conduct 
jou in the Search of Truth, (4 Search almoſt 
« 45 unſucceſsful as that of Happineſs) that will 
Inſtruct you in the moſt Fundamental T heories, 
and prepare you for all that is further Intelligi- 
ble; that will purifie and refine your Minds, 
& and brighten, clear up, and enlarge your 
& Thoughts : That will rid you of all your Pre- 
„ judices, and ſenſible prepoſſeſſions, give you 
clear and diſtintt Ideas of Things, and fur- 
&« iſh you with true and ſolid Principles of Sci- 
c ence, and with the moſt neceſſary and important 
«© Concluſions: In fine, if you would have a Book 
© that is alone a Library, and az everriſing 
and flowing Spring of Kpowleage, that ought 
never to be out of your Hands, but always 2 
4 ? 1 | 


AR 


La 


Ld 


c 


To the Reader, 
c be Read, Studied, Dwelt and Fed upon, till it 
& be digeſted, made your own, and converted, as 


ce it were into the very Subſtance of your Souls, 
« let me recommend toyou, M. Malebranche 


« de la recherche de la Verite. A Boot, 


66 (tho for ſome conſiderable while extant,) but 
« little known, and whoſe Worth is leſs under- 
« ſtood, which the Pallly Learn'd hate, be 
« cauſe they cannot endure its Light, and yet 
© of ſuch excellent and univerſal aſe, that tis 
&« great pity any Study ſhould be without it, or 
« any Perſon ignorant Ly it, that is capable of 
« underſtanding it. For indeed to ſpeak out 
« truly what I think, ( tho it be a more nice 
«© and hazardous thing to give Characters 

% Books, than of Men) I take it to be upon all 
« accounts one 75 the beſt Books that is in the 
« World; and that of all Humane Compoſares, 
« there is none that does better ſerve the Inter- 


% efts of Truth and of true Religion. 
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Two Covenants 
Of GOD with 
MAN KIND. Cc. 
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Chap. I. Sect. I. 


St. Paul's parallel of Adam and Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


HE Apoſtle in the 5 Chap. tothe Rom. 

draws a parallel betwixt Adam and 

Chrift, and repreſents the advantages 

we receive by the Obedience of the Latter, as 
equalling the diſadvantages Mankind ſuffered 
by the Diſobedience of the Former ; He begins 
the compariſon at ver. 12th and continues it 
to the 2oth;but aa) the way that the pro- 
: e per. 


The two Covenants of 


portions would not hold, and that the bene- 
fits we reap by the Righteouſneſs of the ſecond 
Adam, are more extenſi ve than the evils deriv*d 
to us by the Sin of the firſt, he is forc'd to di- 
greſs almoſt as ſoon as he begins, into ſeveral 
particulars, to ſhew this inequality : Which 
having done he reſumes his method at the 18th 
verſe, and concludes in general in theſe words, 
that as by the Offence of one, Judgment came upon 
All Men to Condemnation, even ſo by the Righ- 
teouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon all Men 
unto Juſtification of Life. For as by one Mans Diſ- 
obedience many were made Sinners, ſo by the Obedi- 
ence of one ſhall many be made Righteous. 
Set. II. Which diſcourſe of St. Paul leads us to conſi- 
Mani» der Mankind under two very different conditi- 
5 e ons; one of Sin and Miſery, under a ſtate of 
ewo diffe- corrupt Nature; the other of Pardon and Happi- 
* p nels in a ſtate of Grace ; Oneas the conſequence 
corrupt Of Adams Rebellion, the other as the purchaſe 
nature, and of Chriſt's meritorious Obedience. Which two 
9 Grace. ſtates by their oppoſition give a mutual Light 
Rem. 7. and evidence to each other: For if Sin entred 
25. into the Morld and Death by Sin, how neceſſary is 
it to be delivered from this Body of Death, by the 
„ 6. Grace of God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? And 
Seo. HT 1t Chritt in due time Died for the Ungodly , 
falneſr of then was there a ſtare of Corruption and Weak- 
coofide- nets, which Man by his own Strength could 
% 4 not deliver himſelf from. 
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Hate of being acknowledg'd betwixt the depravation 
and 


AMuarikznd, 


God with Mankind, &c. 3 
and re-eftabliſhmeat of our Natures, nothing 
will Contribute more to the Building us up in 
the true Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, as our Reſtor- 
er and Redeemer, than the right Stating that 
Sinfull and Miſerable Condition of Laps'd 
Mankind, which ſo much wanted a Redemp- 
tion. What errors has the want of this occa- 
ſion'd on one hand, what impiety on the o- 
ther? They who will not conſider this ot- 
fence of one, take upon them to deny the 
Righteouſneſs of the other, difowning the 
Juſtification in CHriſt, becauſe they will not 
acknowledge any Condemnation in Adam: 
And they who dare not abſolutely deny the: 
Sin, and degeneracy of humane Nature, have 
yet, from the partial Notions they have enter- 
| | tain'd of it, fram'd to themſelves ſuch a delive- 
rer, as could, in effect, neither pardon the Of- 
fence nor juſtifie the Offender. 

Let us enter then into the conſideration of ,,q jy 
theſe two States, 1. of that of Nature in the The eme 
Sin of Adam, and 2. of that of Grace in the States | 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; from which, we ſhall ns hh 
diſcover ſuch aſtoniſhing inſtances of the Ado- their t- 
rable Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, as will head,, 
abundantly juſtify him from all Prophane ex- 
ceptions as to the method of our Redemption, 
and challenge all thoſe expreſſions of Worſhip 
and Obedience to our Redeemer, which are 
due to him as he is God and Man, 
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The two Covenants of _ 


1. Then to conſider the ſtate of Nature in 
the Sin of the firſt Man : Eg 

The diſorder and Corruption of humane 
Nature is a Truth, that as it cannot but be ſen- 
fibly experienc'd, ſo it has been ever own'd by 
thegenerality of Mankind: How this diſorder 


.* happened, or when; who was the Author, or 


Hat the occaſion ; has been the Subject of con- 
woverſy, and conjecture, and of various Opint- 
ons widely diſtant from the true: It being im- 


not hie to find out a remedy for it. Some have 
indeed attempted a Cure by the ſuccours of a 
lalte Philoſophy, which was it felt a part of this 
Corruption, bur with little probability of ſuc- 
ces; tor how could it be expected to ſet Na- 
ture {trait by that rule of Reaſon which was it 
{elf crooked anddiltorted ? Others have lament- 
ed and deplored this unhappy condition; they 
have {een the World pregnant with Evil bur 
whence ir came they knew not; And how 
to redrets it they could not imagine, and ſo 
lav faredown reſolved to bear with Patience, 
what ticy {uppoſed unavoidable fate and ne- 


not aſſigu the cauſes of the Diftemper, it was 


cethity. 

Ir's the peculiar Happineſs of thoſe with 
whom God has vouchtat'd to converſe by Re- 
velation,B to know whence this diſorder ſprang, 
and whither to apply themfelves for a redrels 
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God with Mankind, &c. * 

of it. Revelation has aſſur'd us that God cre- 

ated Man in Perfection and Uprightneſs; thar 

he made not Sin nor Death; For God made not 

Death, (ſays the Wiſe Man) neither hath he plea- 

ſure in the deſtruction of the Living. For he cre- 

ated all things that they might have their Being, 

and the Generations of the World were healthful, 

and there is no poiſon of deſtruction in them, Nor 

the Ning dom of Death upon the Earth , for Righ- = 

teouſneſs is Immortal; But ungodly Men with their N. : % 

Works and Words call'd it to them: Which Traths © 

he inſiſts upon in other places: as Chap. 2. ver. 

23, 24+ For Cod created Man to be Immortal, and 

made him to be aw Image of his own Eternity, ne- 

vertheleſs through envy of the Devil came Death 

into the World , and they that do hold of his ſide do 

find it, which is but a comment upon the Hi- =” 

{tory of Moſes concerning the Ruine of our firſt g 2. 

Parents, and their Poſterity in them. and 3. 
Having therefore ſucha Lamp from Hea- Sect. vn. 

ven to guide and ſteer our Courſe by, our reaton N 

may fately follow it, and if we keep the Eye ing 

of it intent and ſteady, it will conſpire with #14 e- 

Revelation in pointing out the ſame Truths, 1 

and confirming us in the belief of them. For he / 

the Spirit of Man is a Candle of the Lord; tis b. 

a Ray of the Divine Wiſdom, a Light that 

proceeds from the Eternal Sun which enlight- 

ens every one that cometh into the World ; and 

therefore to diſparage and decry it as a wan- 

dring Meteor that ſerves only to lead Men into 

Error and Danger, is to diſhonour God its Au- 

5 — 3 thor, 


Sec. VIII 


Reaſon 
Co nſulted 
whether 


The two Covenants of 
thor, and undervalue his Workmanſhip. In- 
deed the Soul is at Preſent invelop'd in a Miſt 
and Cloud, it ſees not with its native Vi- 
rour ; but yet if Prejudice and Paſſion, Luft 
and Humour do not farther benight and blind it, 
ic will diſcover truly, tho not clearly; it will 
make a right judgment as far as its proſpect 
reaches, and fo far we may truſt to it in Sub- 
ordination to Revelation; and ſo far we need 
not fear to appeal to it with its moſt zealous 
Ad vocates. | 1 

But then to ſet it up in defiance of Revela- 
tion, is to fight againſt God, and to involve 
the Almighty in ſelf Contradiction. In this 
caſe it forfeits the title of Reaſon, and degene- 
rates into Folly. 

Let us now conſult this Reaſon in compli- 
ance to thoſe who will allow no other guide of 

Humane Actions: and enquire whether an All- 


Bod al wife and Almighty God being to create a 
as obs World,could Eſtabliſh it in that Orderand Con- 


World as 
imperfect 


3 it now 


appears. 


Sect. IX. 
The An- 
ſiwer of 
Right 
Neſon to 


this en- 


1 niry. 


dition we now find it? whether he could dis- 
miſs it from his Hands, wich ſuch manifeſt 
marks of weakneſs and imperſection upon it as 
now appear in the Natural, but eſpecially in 
the Moral World ? 


To theſe enquiries Reaſon will Anſwer, that 
an infinitely Perfect, and ſelf-ſufficient Being, 
has in himſelf all that is requiſite to his Hap- 
pineſs. And neither needs, nor is Capable of 
receiving additions to it, from any external 


pro- 


— — — 
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productions; and that therefore God cannot 
place his end in his Creatures or any wher eout That 4 


oſhimſelf; ſo that if he be determin'd to Act, %%, 


* a a >> for his 
it is to exert his Infinite Power to ney his own Glory, 
1 


Almighty Wifdom, and to exerciſe his Su- 
pream Goodneſs: In a Word he cannot act but 
for his own Glory. Can God then who ſe.s 
about his Work of Creation for his own Glory, 
finiſh it in ſuch a manner as ſhall tend to his 
Diſhonour ? Is it Poſſible for him to miſs of 


his Intention, or to fail in the Performance? 


Certainly our reaſon will reſolve us he was at 
Liberty to have made, or not made a World; 
but being once determin'd to Work, he is not 
equally at Liberty to leave it ina State of Con- 
fuſion, reſembling the Chaos from which he ex- 


tracted it; but mult if he acts, Act like him- 757, 


ſelf, and leave the Seal, and Impreſſion ot * 


his Divine attributes, upon the operation of levi: 


his hands. Being to produce a World, he 3 1 

muſt produce it in that Perfection, which will Aueber. 

bear ſome proportion to the perfection of its 

Author, in that dignity and Excellence, which 

will counterpoize the value of the Divine Acti- 

on; which action being Infinite, and of Infinite 

Worth, would be imploy'd in vain, if its Sub- 

jet anſwer'd it no better than a World a- 

* with Sin and Miſery muſt be allowed 2 

to do. tos: 
Our Reaſon therefore aſſures us that God 2 

created the World in Perfection; and Reve- Werd in 

lation aſſures us of the ſame thing, when it pede 


B4 tells 


* 
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tells us that God upon a ſurvey of all the di. 
ſtin& Parts of the Creation, found no matter 
of complaint; nothing but what was com- 
pleated upon the wife Model he had pro- 
pos'd; nothing but what the Divine Wiſdom, 
with an AC of his Complacency pronounc'd 

do be very good. N 1205 
S&.X! Here then ariſes another Queſtion: If the 
* World, when new out of the hands of God, 
4 perfect Was ſuch a Maſter- piece of the Divine att as 
ee deſerv'd the Approbation and Applaufe of its 
degene. Author, how came it ſo ſoon to degenerate into 
rate? ſuch a State of Corruption, as has tempted ſome 

to ſuppoſe it the product of a TWo- old Princi- 
ple, cf a good and evil God? Could the Cre- 
ator deſert the Work of his Hands as ſoon as 
finiſh'd ? would not his Providence ſuperin- 
tend, and watch over a World for its Preſerva- 
tion, which his Wiſdom thought worthy to 
create ? Did Sin and Error naturally overſpread 
the face of the Intellectual World, as we ſee 
Thorns and Briars over-run the Natural, when 
it lies uncultivated ? Or did any envious Pow- 
er, or evil Genius ſow the Seeds of Diſorder, 
thoſe Tares in the Field of God with delign 
to ſpoil the Divine Workmanſhip, and un- 
ravel his Proceedings? But what Creature 

could reſiſt the Will of God? | 
Scl. Xin. Here Reaſon is at a ſtand; is perfectly 
R-ofon at ſilenc'd and confounded with theſe Queſtions ; 
a /ofs ro and had we not been aſſiſted by Revelation, 
Amer. we could never have known the riſe and pro- 
greſs 


— — — — K 
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greſs of this Diſeaſe of Nature, much leſs 
could we have hoped for a Remedy. 

Ihe account then that the Spirit of God has Sea. Xl. 
iven,us of the Primitive Perfection and Con- Th ge. 
equent Decay of Nature, is this: That God hich Re- 

Created every thing in its kind, and commu- velarion 
nicated Powers to every ſort of Creatures of“. 
perpetuating their Species, and preſervin 

their Original Perfection. That he furniſh? 

and adorn'd this Majeſtick Palace of the World 

with a wonderful Pomp and Profuſion of Mag- 
nificence and Bounty, for the ſervice of Man, 

the Prince he was to introduce into it. That of . 
having prepar'd all things for his Reception E, 
and Entertainment, he then forms this Divine 9 
Creature, as it were with more than ordinary pine/s & 
care and contrivance after his own Image and Man. 
Similitude; to which production the whole 

Sacred Trinity is repreſented as in Conſult 


) 
| Fand Concurrence. And God ſaid let us make Ce. 
1 


1 %E —— 2 „„ "Th. 


man, in our image, after our 2 and let them 28. 
haue dominion over the fiſh of the fea, and over the 
oul of. the air, and over the gattel, and over all 
the earth: So Cod created man in his own image; 


which is ſo excellent and innobling a Character, 

- Frhat the holy Pen-man cannot eafily pats it 

e ſover; dwelling upon the thoughts of it, and re- 
duplicating the Expreſſion, In the image of God 

created he him. Male and Female created he them, 


And God bleſſed them, and God ſaid unto them, 
be fruitful and mulliph, and repleniſh the earth, 
= and ſubdus it. [7 Wb. EOS QUE 00 | | 

| What 
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Sect.XIV. What grer 2hings might not be preſumed | ; 
His 42% of ſo admit a Creature, fo favour'd by h 
t 


neracy and * . , 
miſery, God be" nut, and after his Creation? 


How perte&-515mnd glorious, and happy muſt o 
Man be forma and contrived by the great] o 
Counce! of 5gtzven, Created after the Image v 
of God, them Bleſs'd by the mouth of his] n. 
Maker, and inſtated in full power and autho-] in 
rity to govern and ſubdue the whole Inferiorſ cc 
Creation? But alas! the effect was not an-| u- 
ſwerable to theſe promiſing hopes: The great-| th 
er was his exaltation, the greater was his fall 6a 
He had not long enjoy'd his Being, before he 2 
had loſt the Perfection and Happineſs of it 142 
and that cheaply, fooliſhly, in full light, and fy 
under the expreſs threatning of that miſery hq 4; 
brought upon nimſelf. For God laid but one 
Command upon him as the teſt of his Obediſ thi 
ence, and the ratification of his Happineſs| Fr 
and fo bound it upon his Will by the ſevereſſ ha 
Sanction of Death and Miſery, as made it hiſ the 
higheſt Intereſt as well as Duty to obſerve it] anc 
And yet this one Command he would noſ of 
keep, tho? inforcid by all the Arguments c enj 
Duty and Gratitude, Intereſt and Self. preſeiſ wh 
vation. | | De 

$&. xv. What could be the reaſon of ſuch a ſtrangſ ſtra 

An enqui- Defection, 8 and Rebellion in a Creda not 

2 ture that could not but be full of grateful Rq a d 

+15 lazſe. ſentments for the infinite Obligations he haſ tai, 

| juſt receiv*d from his Maker? Shall we ſay thl tut. 
Law was too rigorous, and the Comman it; 
1 


God with Mankin Kc. 11 
d impoſſible to be perform d? 114 God envy 
y him the Felicity he had CC d, and by 
17 throwing an invincible Temp this way, 
iſt] only ſeek an occaſion and pi :t to rob him 
at] of it again? No, the Command was eaſy and 
gel very practicable, and ſeem'd ght by God, 
his] not as a tryal of human Strcngch, but as an 
10-] inſtance of good Will, an inſtance which there 
ior] could be hardly any Temptation to diſobey, 
an-| were it not for a ſelf-wilPd Perverſeneſs, and 
at · the very ſake of Diſobeying. And the Lord Nee the 
all ] commanded the man, ſaying, of every tree of the eu 
; hel garden thou mayeſt freely eat, but of the tree of xg 4 
it 1 kowledge of good and evil thou ſhalt not eat it; 
1 for in the day thou eateſt there) thou ſhalt ſurely 
hq aze. 
ond If the Command had beech the reverſe of Sect. xvi. 
ediſ this, namely, to abſtain from eating every — 2 
nels] Fruit in the Garden, except one, God might 2% on 
ereſſ have been ſaid to have ſurrounded him with #har a- 
t hij the powerful objects of a prevailing Appetite, e. 
e it and have tantaliz d him with a vain Promiſe 
nol of an Happineſs, which he could not hope to 
ts q enjoy, but by making himſelf Miſerable. But 
eſer] when he gives him free liberty to enjoy all the 
Delicious Fruits of a bliſsful Paradiſe, only re- 
ang ſtraining him in the uſe of one which it was 
Ored not ſafe for him to touch, as abounding with 
| Rd a deſtructive and poiſonous Juice, that would 
haſ taipt and corrupt his hail and lively Conſti- 
th tution, and entail Mortality and Miſery upon 
an it; what could be more tender and indulgent, 
vn more 


— — 
22.9 — — 


ſhes him 
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more gracious and kind than ſuch a Prohibi- 
tion! | | 2 
5: XVI. Certainly then it muſt be the greateſt aggra 
524 Len vation of the Offence, to ſin ſo Preſumptu- 
for hisper- ouſly againſt an expreſs Injunction, where 
erſeneſs the danger was ſo great, and the invitation to 
3 it ſo ſmall: Where God was the perſon to be 
Diſobey*d, and Death was the purchaſe of the 
Diſobedience. Such therefore was the reſult 
of it; God reſents the Indignity according to 
the high Hand wherewith it was committed, 
and puniſhes it in proportion to the heightning 
circumſtances of its Guilt : He makes good 
his Threatning upon this Rebellious Creature, 
whom one and the ſame day ſees happy and 
miſerable. | | 
Se. XVIII. Here Evi firſt begins. to {hew its enve- 
af 7 nom'd liead: The Error of the firſt Man 
Feil. brought forth Sin, and Sin Conceiving, 
brought forth Death: He that before had the 
Reins of a whole World in his hand, that 
was an uncontroll'd Soveraign, to whom all 
the Animal and Vegetative Creation paid an 
entire Submiſſion, (his buſineſs being ſolely to 
command and enjoy ) was vow himſelf deſer- 
ted and outrag'd by his Vaſſals, as he had re- 
bell'd againſt his Soveraign, and forc'd wigh 
the ſweat oi his brows to ſupport a miſerable 
Lite, by the culture and product of an Earth 
which God had curs'd. Becaaſe thou haſt eaten 
of the tree which I commanded thee, ſaying, thou 
jhalt not eat, curſed is the ground for thy ſake, in 
. ſorrow 


an ee DS Boa aa 
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orrow thon ſhalt eat of it all the days of thy life. 
on” alſo ow F4 hiſt les [hall it brin Ng Te. 
thee, and thou ſhalt eat the herb of the field, In 
the ſweat of thy face thou ſhalt eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground, for duſt thou art, and un- 
to duſt thou ſhalt return, Gen. 3. 17, 18, 19. 
By this Offence of one, it was, that Judgment 
came not only upon himſelf, but upon all men 
elſe to Condemnation. Here we diſcover the 
Fountain Read 'of that continued Torrent of 
Sin and Miſery, which hid its ſelf to the great- 
eſt part of Mankind, and had never been diſ- 
cerned had not God thought fit to Record a 
Tranſaction, which fo much tends to vindi- 
cate his Jultice, in Condemning the World 
for Adam's Sin, and to exalt his Merey in 
Pardoning it, tor the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


13 


Now this being a Fact which drew after it Se. XIX. 


the greateſt Conſequences, and moſt amazing 


Revolutions, ſinking man on one hand into 


The impor- 
tant con- 
ſequences 


the deepelt Gulph of Miſery, and exalting him 2b:: fat 


on the other to the higheſt pitch of Happineſs ; e er 


and the knowledge of it being of the greateſt FF 


Importance, not only to ſettle in our minds 
the neceſſity of a Redemption, but allo to 
eſtabliſh a Sound and Orthodox Faith in Jes 
Chriſt, as the only Perſon qualified to be our 
Redeemer ; and belides being a Fact that 
happening ſome thouſand yearsago, has found 
ſome prophane enough to call the truth of it 
into queſtion, and others bold enough in ſup- 


poling 


N XS a OO 
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Whether poſing the certainty to arraign the Wiſdom of 
8 God in permitting it to come to paſs*; it can- 
the divine not be thought an uſeleſs attempt to try if our 


proceed Reaſon will not, whenfaithfully conſulted, plead 


„ for God, and juſtify the Divine Proceedings 
in the Fall and Reſtoration of Mankind ; on- 
ly let our Reaſon in its Reſearches into the deep 
Things of God be modeſt and ſubmiſſive, and 

FE endeavour no explications of them, but whatare 


rtectly conſiſtent with the Analogy of Faith. 
* 8 . The firſt Enquiry that We ſelf upon 
niger? this Subject, is whether God did not foreſee 
fake: the ill Effects the Sin of Man would have, 
the conſe- What Devaſtation it would occaſion in the 
grence: ff World; and if he foreſaw, why did he not 
and 24 if prevent them by putting it out of the power of 
he did Adam to offend ? Had not this been better on 
=; - 44 all accounts, than the permitting him to Sin, 
vent them. 7. afterwards puniſhing him and his Poſteri- 

ty for it. 

* 8 0 5 To theſeEnquiries Reaſon will reply, That 
fwer of the All-wiſe God torelaw the fatal Conſequen- 
. 2 *o ces of Sin; whether they were the neceſſary or 
qurries, arbitrary atttendants of it; and yet notwith- 


{ſtanding that foreſight, created Man in a capa» 


ge Xx, city of Sinning, and that neither his Wiſdom 


Sin beryz nor his Goodneſs oblig'd him to prevent it. 
the reſu! Tis evident thatSin was the natural Iſſue 


2 of that Liberty which God beſtow?d upon our 


man cgi firſt Parents; So that to enquire whether it 
ro have Was conſonant to the Notions we have of God 


been en- 


dowved to permit the Fall of Man, is the ſame thing 
with it. as 


— 


OO ris 3 23 
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to enquire, Whether it was fit to deny him 2 

hat Liberty which prov'd fo fatal to him and all — Ty 8 

ucceeding Generations? Which is a Queſtion 

hat meets with a ready Anſwer, viz. That 

otwithſtanding the ruinous Effects which 

ollow'd the liberty of Man, the wiſe Creator 

ould have no reaſon to induce him to deny 

t him : Becauſe this /zberty was the very Crown 

and Perfection of the Creation, the Maiter- 

roke which gave Life and Beauty, and Mo- 

ion to the whole Piece, the very Form that 

animated the Soul it ſelf; without which we 

annot conceive what could render the Six 

Days Productions a Work ſo abſolutely wor- Se. XXIII. 
hy of its Author. ä F nd N 
For let us take leave to ſuppoſe God (Who rakeufrom 

an act only for himſelf and his own Glory ) 7 </pni 

determin*'d to make a World, ſuch a one as 4 raul 

ve ſee; let us only make him act agreeably to cron, and 
is Wiſdom, and propoſe himſelf as the end of 83 al 

ll his Creatures, and then conſider whether which be 
e could form a reaſonable Nature, and with- menfeſts 

old the liberty of its Acting. 1 8 
The Glory of God is manifeſted in ſeveral Se. XXIV. 

eps and Degrees, according to the dignity of 7 
he Subject he creates: He manifeſts the glory ange- 

pt his Power, in Forming the Inanimate /ed from 
orld : The majeſtick Greatneſs of its Frame, 3 

he Variety, the Order and Aiconomy of its he Hani. 

arts: The Beauty of the Compoſition, the mare 

egular Motions, wonderful Coincidences, and 1 

xact Adjuſtments of the Heavenly Bodies, 


all 
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all beſpeak God for their Author. But then 
here is ſomething wanting to this Divine piec: 
of Art: God diſplays his Wiſdom and hi 
Power indeed, but to whom? He makes ar 


it 
Eſſay of his Skill, but what is he the wiſer or thi ſe 
better for it? He himſelf ſaw the World wit of 


as great Complacency in its exemplary Idea m 
as when he had Form'd it by it. And, ſurely a 
theſe great Limbs of Nature might have reſÞ D 
ed eternally in the ſilence and darkneſs of th 6 
fluggiſh Chaos, with as great eaſe and indo ry 
lence as they now enjoy when brought fort 

into light, and ſet in motion: The Heaven11 
indeed with fruitful Showers ſaturate and int 


never repine at him for their Annihilation. that 
Se, ANE: God rhen cannot terminate his Action herefdon 
ut Peer He will maniteſt the glory of his Goodneſs fd we 
feed {rſt the production of an Order of Creatures whirrea 
from the ſhall feel themſelves in a State of Life an1] | 
(enſible x 20 W F 
Creation. Action, which is much ſuperiour to a State how 
Inſenſibility: And this he has abundantiÞoul 

done in that infinite Generation of Animalfhnd 
to whom he has imparted more or leſs of Lifthapp 
and Senſe, according to their reſpective ExÞar « 


gencie 


Gdd with Mankind, c. 
ei gencies, and a degree of Happineſs ſuitable 
ca thereunto. But an Happineſs like this, Whicli 

is only felt, and not underſtood ; an Enjoy- 
ment without reflexion, where there is no 
ſenſe of it as a Benefit, nor acknowledgment 
of a Benefactor, muſt needs be thought too 
mean and low a Manifeſtation of the Divine. 
Attributes, and by no means to riſe up to the 
Dignity and Worth of the infinite Agency ot 
W God, who never works but for his own Glo- 
ry. | | 
4 This great Chaſm therefore muſt be 5. xxvii. 
en fill d up by an Order of Intelligent Creatures, pho ten 
in who ſhall not only enjoy themſelves, but e 
God : Creatures partaking of the Divine Na- cures, 
ture, and Images of its Perfections: Crea- 
r\Stures not of meer Senſe and Appetite, but of 
neſlrational Powers, and voluntary Motions; 
1vhble to ſeek out their Creator, and to be re- 
hawarded by him: Such as may contemplate, 
heiflove and adore their Maker, may copy the 
DulYDivine Excellencies, and imbibe ſome Rays of 
hat Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, that Wit- 
erefdlom, Power, Jultice and Goodnets which 
is Mwell ſubſtantially in the Deity. For it God 
wiEreates a Material World, our Reaſon will 
anFcl!l us, it is for the ſake of the Spiritual; but 
te {ow to ſay that he can create a Spirit, or a 
ntiÞÞoul, with other Views than thoſe of loving 
nalfknd worſhipping its Creator, and finding its 

Lie ppineſs in him, is the greateſt Abſurdity : 

ExFor God, as he is the ſupreme Good, muſt be 
1C16 EC the 


1 


$XXVIIL 
** 7% pronounce, that God who is the freeſt Agent, 
religious Will not thus zeceſitate the Soul of Man, bu 6 
„% Wil endow it with the nobleſt of Powers, 
4 4. 5 
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the ultimate end of a rational Creature : And 
if he gives a will to the Soul of Man; that is, 
gives the Soul activity and motion, it will tend 
the ſame way with his own, as being touch'd 
with the Univerſal Magnetiſm ; that is, it 
will tend towards God, who 1s infinite and 
univerſal Good, it will love God, becauſe 
God loves himſelf. God then we ſay has cre- 
ated the World of Spirits in order to Love and 
Adore him; to celebrate his Praiſes; to ad- 
mire his Works; to imitate his Divine Per- 
fections: In a word, to render Glory to their 
Almighty Creator. What then ? Does he 
conſtrain them to this Duty, does he fo irre- 
ſiſtibly draw them to himſelf, that they muſt 
pay this homage whether they will or no? 
Certainly this is not for the Creature to wor- 
ſhip God, but for God to worſhip himſeltf: 
The Creature in this caſe is wholly paſſive, 
it follows the neceſſity of its Nature, it has 
no opportunity of Choice, nor liberty ol 
Gainſaying ; and as it is thus manacled and 


bound to Obedience, it can have no pretence 


of Merit, nor title to a Reward. Whatever 


good there may be in ſuch a Service, it can- 


not be imputed to the Creature, who is but 


the Inſtrument in the Hands of God, ſtrung 


and tuned, and ſounded to his own Praiſes. 
d. We may therctore upon good grounds, 


Liberty 


ent, 


bu 


ers 
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Liberty; ſuch as will render his Obedience a 
Free-will Offering, that he may perform it with 
pleaſure, and expect a recompence: Belides, 
God 1s the molt amiable Being, and to love 
him is not only the Duty, but the Happineſs of 
a reaſonable Creature; and therefore he will 
require ſuch a love as he deſerves ; that is, a 
love of Choice, a reaſonable Service, an Obe- 
dience not only voluntary) but free, with 
fuch a freedom as ſhall, when rightly im- 
ploy*d, for every Action Merit at his hands. 
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d. Had God made Man only to be adorn'd &, XXIX. 


and enrich'd with all the Bounties of Heaven, 


No Excgl- 
lence 


in 4 


like a Favourite or Minion of ſome mighty »coe{ſary 
Prince, and plac'd him on fo ſure a Stand, as . 


eic“. 


that he could not poſſibly fall from this high 
Pinacle of Glory: Had he neceſſarily deter- 
min'd him to his Adoration and Service, as 
the Iron is determin'd to the Load-ſtone; he 
had expreſs'd his Power in raiſing a Creature 
to this Grandeur, but he might have been ſaid 
to have ſquander'd rather than have beſtow'd 
his Favours; ſince there could be no true gra- 
titude for what he had receiv*d, nor deſert to 
intitle him to the continuance,or increale of his 
happineſs. Surely there had been little worth, 
or excellency in the Love, and Honour paid 
by ſuch a Being, as, in effect, was only a more 
refin'd and ſpiritual Piece of Divine Mecha- 
mim: This it is that juſtiſies the Wiſdom: of 
God, (whilſt he gave Man power to ſerve 
him) in leaving him the /berty to offend, ra- 
C2 ther 
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5. XXX. 
The Glory 
of the 


Primitive 
State of 
Nature 
ell blaſted 
by Adam's 
S$:2, 


Lhe two Covenants of 


ther than be ſerved by him in a way that had Þ © 
no Vertug or Commendation in it. Therefore Þ |: 
he made man in the beginning, and left him in the l 
hands of his council, if he would to keep the com- J 
mands, and to perform acceptable faithfulneſs, 
Eccleſ. 15. 14, 15. 

 & Well then, God has created Man after 
his own Image, in Righteouſneſs and Holi-F 
neſs, in Dominion and Power, in Wiſdomſ 
and Underſtanding, in liberty of Mind and] th 
freedom of Action, in an actual State offff of 
Happineſs, and a bare Poſſibility of loſing it. be 
Hitherto the Works of Nature are without |} ſu 
blemiſh, and there is neither ſpot nor wrinkle St 
in them: But there appears ſuch Harmony] ler 
and Order, ſo much Beauty and Grandeur, tat 
45 might well be the Subject of Wonder, and 
Admuiration to all the Sons of God, and make of 
them ſhout for joy at this new Creation. la 
What glorious things might be ſpoken ol Te 
thee, O thou City of God! before that fatal} O 
Incidence of Adam's Sin brought on the black}. * 
and diſmal Cataſtrophe, which laid this beau-Y't 
rcous City in ruinous heaps, that overturn'd 
the Laws and Conſtitution of Nature, that frac 
deform'd and blaſted the Verdure and Gloryftite 
of the Primitive Earth, that ſpoiPd and cor- 
rupted the Workmanſhip of Heaven, hndſÞ1s 
laid waſt and deſolate the whole Creation. Alis 
And yet this was the lealt part of the mighty 
Ruine: The meer reſult and conſequence o his! 


that violent Concuſſion, which ſhatter'd and 
con- 


we 
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confounded the whole Frame of the Intel- 
lectual, and Moral World. How one particu- 
lar Sin was followed with ſuch an Univerſal 
Judgment, and Condemnation, is an amazing 
Conſideration, and is the Subject of the next 
Enquiry. 

d. We have ſeen how much it was for the 5 XXXI. 
glory of God, that Adam's Obedience ſhould f Are 
be Free and Meritorious, and we ſhall from ce 
thence eaſily inter the great demerit and guilt 7 #; & 
of his Tranſgreſſion. The Excuſes that may 2 25 
be alledg'd in mitigation of any Offence, are 
ſuch as theſe; Want of Light, or want of 
Strength; the ſuddenneſs of Surpriſe, or the 
length and importunity, or violence of Temp- 
tation ; none of which can be pleaded for 
the firſt Man. He had a perfect knowledge 
of his Duty, and ability to perform it: He 
had ſufficient caution againſt his Sin, and no 
Temptation to it, proportionable to the Diſ- 
couragements he had againſt it. 

d. It we reſpect his Light and Knowledge, 5 XXXIL, 
it was clear, and ſtrong ; obſtructed by no 487424: 


tte | ted from 
Prejudice, clouded with no Paſſion, unre- ;,, rea- 


2 i 


tracted, and unbroken by any Luft, or Appe- LAC. 

tite: This Light of his was the very Grace of 

Je Creator, vouchſafed him to guide him in 

his Duty, and direct him to his God; whom 

his Reaſon taught him, and his Experience 
convinc'd him to be his only Happinets, and 

Ius ſupreme Good . 


/ 
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64481 $. And as his Light was bright and vige- 
5.4, rous, his Strength was hail and proportion- 
„% Can. ably great; as having no ſtruggle betwixt 
646%, his Members and his Mind; no Concupi- 
cence to ſubdue; no Rebell:ious Appetites to 
withſtand him in the diſcharge of his Obedi-Þ 
ence : And undoubtedly, ſurpris'd he could 
not be, when God had pointed out the Ol. 
fence, foiewarn'd him againſt it, and pu- him 
upon his guard, by the ſeverity of his Tareat. 
ning, and the inculcation of the Dar zer. 
*£ZZ1V. S. It only remains to be conſider' whether 
12 142% the Temptation was ſo ſtrong, as to conquer 
Seregtb all theſe Obſtacles, and draw him in ſpight ol 
8 his Light, and Strength, and Caution, to the Cr 
„% commiſſion of a Sin, which the God of Truth gl 
had aſſur'd him would be attended with the 3" 


loſs of Happineſs, and unavoidable Peſtru. ſh 


ction: But here, if we conſider it, the good. ſur 

nels of God appears to advantage, in making} 1 

the Balance ſo unequal, and caſting the Scale im 

with ſuch a valt over-poize of Weight to the Al 

happy Side. Aa 

6 XXXV. dQ. The oppoſite Terms of his Election are, all 

| Jhe va gn one hand, an Infinite and Univerſal, on thi Ci 

anequaicty TTY b ha for 
2 tbe Other, a Finite and Particular Good; the firlt 

Teras ef a Good that he fully diſcover'd by the clear 


wee Light of his Reaſon, to be his true and laftipg 
ting the Happineſs; the latter a Good to which he was 
Offence. led by a confus'd Senſation, and from which 
the moſt he could expect was a ſhort-liv' 
Fleafure, which he foreknew would be atten 


. ded 
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ded with the Diſpleaſure of God, and ever- 
laſting Miſery. Such Circumſtances mult ag- 
gravate the guilt of his Offence, and ſwell a 
Miſdemeanour into High Treaſon, and Re- 
bellion againſt his Maker. Theſe muſt needs 


| ſet an edge upon Divine Juſtice, and ſharpen 


his Vengeance againſt ſo ungrateful an Apo- 
ſtate and perverſe 'a Rebel; and this leads us 


| to be inquiſitive how Juſtice will deal with 


him, how the Honour of the Divine Law will 


be Vindicated, and how God will abſolve his 


Holineſs, from the Stain and Pollution of 
Adam's Sin: 


$. For God who acts for his own glory, to gx xxvl. 
create a World, and to expect to receive this Hæ Gd 


13 


glory from the Worſhip, and Service of a pure % 
and ſinleſs Creature, who, inſtead thereof, 8 
ſhall prove a Sinner and a Rebel, fills us with t bas 


ſuch Horror, and confuſion of Thought, as 5%, 


nour'd his 


not to conceive readily how God will deter- Creatin? 


mine himſelf in ſo perplext, and arduous an 
Affair: For Sin is fo deform'd and loathſom 


Fa thing, ſuch a Monſtroſity in Nature, that 


all the Honour redounding to God from the 
Creation of the Univerſe, cannot compenſate 
for the Introduction of it: And better, we 
may ſay, it had been that God had never made 
any thing at all, than that any one Creature 
ne had made, ſhould 7zdelibly Stain and Un- 
ſanctify his Works by ſuch a Pollution. 
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$ nut. F. And if we farther conſider the pure and 
1 ſpotleſs Nature of God, and how eſſentially 
„Ken abominable Sin is to it; how little need he has 
late him; Of any, much leſs of a finful 8 we 
oe wat ſhall be tempted to conclude, that he will, im- 
14 mediately hereupon, withdraw his Divine In- 
for it > fluence, and ſuffer the loathſome World to 
fink into »othing again, from whence it roſe: 
For what ſhould move God to uphold and 
ſuſtain, by his Almighty Power, the Object 
of his Wrath and Difoleaſure; to which the 
Chaos it ſelf compar'd, would appear a far 
more veautitul, more amiable, and perfect 
Being! | | 
6. rv im, . "Theſe Thoughts would naturally ſtrike 


The Im- þ | : 
%, us: But perhaps we do not ſufficiently conſult 


ty of Cod the Idea of an infinitely perfect Being, one of 
reit it. whoſe Properties it is to be conſtant, and im- 
| mutable in his Councels and Actions, and 
what he Wills for once, to Will everlaſtingly. 

To project and contrive to no purpoſe, to 

build and to deſtroy again, is common to 

Man, whole Views are ſhort and limited; 

whoſe Humours are roving and deſultory; 

but God cannot be miſtaken in his Meaſures, 

nor defeated in his Purpoſes. He fees his 

Work before, as perfectly as aſter it is finiſnh'd: 

He at once diſcerns all poſſible ways of ac- 
compliſhing it: He foreſees the neceſſary 
Connexions between Cauſes and Effects, and 

all the Reſults and Conſequences that can at- 

tend them: So that we may be ſure God 

d w 44.» v » +3 &- . 5 1 1 1 * \ . ; " would 
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would never have created a World, if there 
could be any ſubſegent Reafon to induce him 
to deſtroy 1t. 

$. But beſides, the Conſtancy and immu- 5. xxx 
table councel of God, which withholds him — 14 
from doing and undoing, (the Characters of ,,proper- 
levity and inconſideration) Man furniſhes us ine co 
with arguments why he ſhould be preſerved ef 
in Being. He deſerves, you will ſay, to be the Sin. 
annihilated, as having forfeited the favour 
and friendſhip of Heaven. True this puniſh- 
ment he deſerves, but does he deſerve no 
greater? It may be ſaid, he would be no lo- 
ſer by this method; he would only be re- 
duc'd to the condition he was in before: and 
the Creator would have been the only ſufferer, 
as having been at the vaſt expence, and pains 
(if we may fo ſpeak) of building this Majest: 
ick Temple of the world, and then oblig'd to 
ſet fire to 1t with his own hands, and demo- 
liſh the divine architecture. How might 
WickedneſsandRebellionhere have triumph'd, 
to have effected fo Glorious a miſchief, as 
the forcing God to the diſhonourable imploy- 
ment, cf raiſing his own Foundations, and 
yet neceſſitated to leave the ſlain of Sin be- 
hind, to be an everlaſting Blemiſh on his Pow- 
er and Glory! 

This ſhews, that to ſtrike Mankind en- 5. xl. 
tirely out of the Book of a natural Life, and 74 


TIAL ' Mercy teo 
to cut them off from Being, is a Mercy too 3 


great for them to expect, nay a Mercy which he Sinner, 


it fo expect. 
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it is not ſuitable for God to give. For Mercy N the 
(to Conceive things juſtly) is no primary at. ſpa 
tribute in our abſtract Conceptions of the % 
Divine Nature. Mercy, as it ſignifies Indul-· ¶ mi 
gence to Sinfull Creatures, preſuppoſes Sin fat 
to need it, which from all Eternity had no irn 
Being, and which never was in the intenti.¶ ſee 
on of God, and we can no ſooner ſuppoſe i 
introduc'd into his Works, but we behold a cc 
Monſter, at which Heaven and Earth ſtand cif 
aghaſt, the Abhorence, and Averſion, and ir Ge 
reconcilable Contradiction to the Purity, andi as! 
Holineſs of the Dine Majeſty. Sh 
$ XU. The Parent of this Prodigy being inſtantly eq, 
falle expoſed to the ſeverity of the Divine Juſtice thi 
could not (and which renders to every Creature its due) his 
be aton'd jt being an unmerited Grace for the Sinner to ſh; 
3 be annihilated, ſince the Juſtice of God could me 
he Sinner not be ſatisfied this way; we ſhall be apt ic pe. 
muſt ” conclude that he muſt be preſerv'd, to atone] the 
50 ever». for Offending againſt Infinite Majeſty, by theſ br. 
ating pu. Infinity, that is, the Eternity of his Sufferings cal 
n;ſpment. that he ſhall be reſerv'd an Everlaſting Mo no- 
nument of Gods? Vengeance againſt Sin. do 
. XLIL And we ſhall be confirm'd in this thougltyY of 
Helle eu, not only by the notions we have of the Juf lio 
fideration ſtice, and Holineſs of God, and his deteſtatiſ he 
of the on of Sin in general; but by his particular tri! 
1 4 proceedings againſt a Nobler ſort of Crea] Inf 
* 9 tures, the Angells of Heaven, who (as we ary it ſ- 
equiva told) keeping not their firſt Eſtate, but diſobeyy] qre 
e ing their Maker, were thrown headlon! qu 
1 be found, thenct 


26 


k quently the Hiſtory of Adam's Tranſgreſſi- 
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thence, into the Bottomleſs Regions of De- 


J ſpair, and are reſerv'd in Everlaſting Chains un- 


to the Judgement of the Great Day. That this 


muſt be the wretched fate of Loſt Man, if no 


ſatisfaction can be made to the injur'd Deity, 
if no Ranſom can be paid to offended Juſtice, 


ſeems the plain dictate of our Reaſons. 


d. Let us caſt about, and conſider then, where 5. XL. 


ſuch a ſatisfaction is to be found, as can pa- AC 


cify the Wrath and Indignation of an angry po ren 


God; where ſuch a Ranſom is to be met with nng a /uf- 
as ſhall be a ſufficient price for the Sin of Man, fag. 
Shall we ſuppoſe that Adam having experi- repen- 
enc'd the Vanity of his Choice, ſhall now gane ner 
think of returning with firmer reſolves ta obey [ge . 
his Maker, that the ſhame and guilt of Sin poyible. 
ſhall wound his Conſcience with a deep re- 

morſe, and put him upon an unfeign'd Re- 
pentance, and that this ſhall reſtore him to 

the favour of God, and blot out the remem- 


brance of his Tranſgreſſions? Alaſs he is not 


capable of Repentance, and it he were, I can 
not fee how it ſhould be ſufficient to his Par- 


don. For Repentance is the Grace and Gift 
of God, againſt whom he is in actual Rebel- 
lion ; Repentance, that is a ſaving one, would 


be the greateſt of Mercies whereas this At- 


tribute as yet, lies hid and undisplay'd in the 
Infinite goodneſs of God, and cannot exert 


J itſelf, till Almighty Juftice be ſatisfied, and ren- 


dred placable and compaſſionate. And conſe- 


on 
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XI Iv. 
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on makes no mention of any overture on 
Gods part, or any ſort of advance on Mans, 
towards a recovery this way. Adam indeed 
is aſhamed ; but it is of his Nakedneſs, he is 
affraid of God, but *tis with a {laviſh fear o 
Puniſhment for his Offence: But he diſco. 
vers no marks of a true repentance, no de- 
prone his unhappineſs, no deprecating of 

uniſhment, no promiſe of amendment, no 
Sorrow for what 1s paſt, nor any other to- 
kens ofa Man poſſeſs d with the Hainouſneſs 
of his Guilt, and importunate for Pardon, 
Nay, on the contrary, he makes excuſes and 
apologies for the Sin, and ſo does the Wo- 
man too - And, in effect, they both agree to 
throw all the blame of their Miſconduct up- 
on God; The Woman in that he had made 
the Serpent too Wiſe; thus to over-reach her; 
The Serpent beguiled me, ſays ſhe; And the 
Man that he had given him a Temptation, 
as on purpoſe to overthrow him: a Tempta- 
tion for the companion of his Life, whoſe 
Charms and Engagements there was no with: 
ſtanding. The Woman that thou gaveſt to be 
with me, ſhe gave me and 1 did eat. 

Thus Repentance, and the thoughts of it, is 
intirely cut off, and there is all the reaſon 
why it ſhould be ſo, becauſe Man diſabled 
himſelf by his Fall, and muſt be obliged to 
God for the Mercy of his recovery, (if that 
be poſſible,) which at preſent he had no rea- 
ſan to beltow: And hence we ſee that i! 
Re- 
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Repentance had been poſſible, it had been 
Ineffectual: becauſe Repentance being only 
Reformation, could be no more acceptable, 
however perfect and ſincere it was, than a 
perfect Righteouſneſs, which God requir'd be- 
tore the Fall ! and conſequently the Sin would 


till be unatton'd for: It would have coſt more to 


have Redeem'd a Soul, and that muſt have been 


let alone for ever, 


d. Hitherto no hopes appear for the reco-; xl v. 


very of Fallen Man, upon his own perfor- No Crea- 
ture ſuf- 


ent for 
the aſſiſtance of any other Creature, Who ftr. 


mances: Nor can he any more depend upon 
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ſhall Charitably interceed with God, pay his poſe. 


Ranſom down, and ſet the Captive free. 
W hich of all the Heavenly Powers and Prin- 
cipalities, will be willing, orable to bear the 
Vengeance ofan Almighty God, demanding 
Satisfaction for the breach of his Laws, and 
the contempt of his Authority ? or what crea- 
ture that ſhould be fo zealouſly Charitable, as 
to wiſh himſelf Accurſed for his Brethrens 
ſake, would be able to undergo ſo vaſt a bur- 
den, as the propitiating, by his Sufferings, for 
ſo many Millions of Offenders as lie dormant 
in the loyns ofa Sinful Progenitor ? where is 
there that one Creature, or what is his Name 
who by his Righteouſneſs, ſhall obtain a ge- 
neral Indemnity and Oblivion, cancell 
our Obligations to Puniſhment , reſtore 
the Honour ofthe Divine Laws, and merit a 
Free gift of God «pon all Men unto 1 

ife, 


| 
. 
| 
p 
p 
7 
* 
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Lie, in the ſame latitude as by the offence of M. 


by. ; 
3 3% qually on us both. For God is not a Man,as we are 


d. Reaſon could never have found out a 
Mediator, and obnoxious Sinners could never 
5 have expected a Propitiation, had not God 
vn alone himſelf made the Overture of his Mercy, (even 
ae before he pronounced the Sentence of his Ju- 
of ered.mp- ſtice) in the Gracious promiſe of a Redeemer, del! 
tien ly appointed before the foundation of the World: cr) 
227 The Seed of the Woman ſhall break the Serpents 0! 
bead: And even this had been too weak a 
glimpſe of Divine light, to have conducted)“ 
Reaſon, impair'd by the fall, to a clear under- \ 
{ſtanding of the Bleſſed promiſe, had not God NO 
vouehſaf'd to Illuſtrate it by Holy Men and Its 
Prophets, ever ſince the World began; And Nane 
at laſt declar'd in the fulneſs of Time this I. 
ſeed of the Woman, this Son of Man( wo 
„ pe, 1 Was of the Seed of David according to the Sul 
i22 Fleſh, to be the Son of God with Power. nat 
. c. This is the great Myſtery of Godlinels let 
the great Which St Peter allures us is a Subject worthy Ne 
myſtery the contemplation of Angels; and St. Paul, W. 
of God'® that in it are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and N mY 
; Kon. 
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of Knowledge. If we were capable of a full, and 
adequate comprehenſion of this myſterious 
Problem ; 1t would lead us into all the deep 
Councels of God, and unfold the moſt diffi- 
ult and abſtruſe therories of Divine 
iſdom, in the deſigns of Creation and Go- 
ernment of the World; and particularly in 
permitting Man, Created in Righteouſneſs, to 
be involved in Sin, and his Poſterity yet un- 
born to be tainted with the original Corrupe 
jon. But though we have not minds e- 
er Nqual to ſo auguſt and glorious a Subject, yet 
od Hf we be humble and modeſt in our reſearches, 
en Nand take the light of Scripture for our guide, 
uv. We maydiſcover enough, tho? not to fatisty our 
er, (deſires, to raiſe our wonder, and to make us 
d: Ncry out with the Apoſtle on this occaſion. 
at MU the depth of the riches both of the Wiſdom and 
a Momledge of God! How nnſearchable are his 
ed Hadgments, and his ways paſt finding oat. 
er- d. We have already ſeen the miſery of $.XLVIIT. 
od Nour nature in Adam's Sin, let us now behold Her Jew 


nds + oyerh in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, males 
ad and ſee how well he is qualified for this migh- for #5: 


lis ſity work of reconciling the World to God, 

ho! S. But before I enter upon this ſublime | 

ne Subject which will rake in both the Incar- 5 

| pre- 
nation, and Satisfaction of the Son of God, % com 

of let me a little prepare my way, by remov- og 

Lag thote miltaken grounds of prejudice the enquiry. 

1, World has been apt co entertain againſt theſe 

my ſterious truths; the chief of which is, che 


y- He 
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inconceivable conduct, or unaccoutable condeſcen. 


] 


tion of God, in making his only Son a Sacrifice of; 


reſcue from miſery a perverſe and ſinful Generation; 
as if God had greater regard to a profligate 
race of Creatures, than to his only begotten 


Son. 


God's be- 
fic 


as an expedient to accompliſh it: Whereas 
the perſpecttive ought to be turn'd, and 
Chrift ſhewa to be the Principal end in God's 
deſign; and all other things ſubſer vient and 
ſubordinate to that. 

d. I fay then (and I havethe Scripture on 


; Rag . my ſide) that God made the World for his. 


nation the Church, and his Church for Chriſt its head: 


princips! that he is the firſt Born of every Creature, thei 


efion of 


os beginning of the ways of God, and that all 


things were made not only by him, but for 


him. That Adam was Created by his ex- 
emplar, form'd in a peculiar manner, as to 


his Body, as well as his Soul, by this Divine 


pattern: Inſomuch that the Incarnation 1s fo 


tar from being the precarious conſequence oi 
Adam's Sin, that I preſume, I have reaſons toi 
believe it was the firſt thing in the intent. 


on of God, and that without that view he 
would never have made the World, How- 


x; d. Now this prejudice will of it ſelf fall, 
The obje- to the ground, if it be prov'd to ſtand upon 
din of an infirm-footing, and ſhewn to be grounded 
ehe en F upon a prepoſterous and backward way of 
ng Sacri- reaſoning ; For it inadvertently ſuppoſes the 
d con- Salvation of Men to be the principal deſign 
lier d. of God, and the Humiliation of his Son only 
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However perfect we ſuppoſe the World, 
toFet it muſt retain the Character of a Crea- 
"ſure; be finite and limited, and fall infi- 
itehitely ſhort in worth, of the Divine Acti- 
en pa which produc'd it. Nor can I fee how 
t ſhould ever become a worthy Object of 
he Divine Complacency, were it not inti- 
ately united to the Son of his Love, in 
hom alone he is well pleaſed. But tho? it is 
oſſible to conceive that God might have 
ound ſome other bond of union betwixt 
he Creator and his Works, beſides Man; 


hole World in Epitome, as being com- 
ounded of both its eſſential parts, Body 
nd Spirit, (both which need tobe rais'd and 
nnobled) we ſhall conclude it was molt 
table to the Divine Wiſdom to be done, 


on What the Scripture aſſures us has been done, 
his iz. That the Word ſhould be made Fleſh. 
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$. LII. 
The Werld 
+ not worthy 


the Di- 
vine acti- 
on without 
We; 


et if we conſider that he includes the 


d: $. So that the purpoſe of God ſtands un- 5. Ln. 


thoFhangeable ; and whether we ſuppoſe Man 9% re- 
eemmp 


allF:ods or falls, he is ſecure of railing a Ma- techureh » 
for eſtick Temple to his own Glory, where- 2 his Son 
avest 


ex-Fi Jeſus Chriſt is the chief corner Stones, 
tO For thus even the viſible World becomes whereof 


uy forms and faſhions the inviſible, which 
the Eternal Object of his love; this is 
ic Body the Church, eſſentially and vi- 
ly United to Chrift, its head; who #5 the 
he D image 


orthy of the favour of God, in which he 4% Sen is 
the bead. 
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inconceivable conduct, or unaccoutable condeſcens E 
tion of God, in making his only Son a Sacrifice tolyey 
reſcue from miſery a perverſe and ſinful Generation; ture 
as if God had greater regard to a proffigateſſite 
race of Creatures, than to his only begotten, \ 
SON. | it {} 

1 $. Now this prejudice will of it ſelf fall, 5 

The obje- to the ground, if it be prov'd to ſtand upon nat 

Sion of an infirm-footing, and ſhewn to be groundedyho 

2 + 2x te upon a prepoſterous and backward way oth 

ing Sacri- reaſoning ; For it inadvertently ſuppoſes theſbun 

fied en. Salvation of Men to be the principal deſignihe ( 
are of God, and the Humiliation of his Son only het 

as an expedient to accompliſh it: Whereasſyho 

the perſpecttive ought to be turn'd, andþgyr 

Chrift ſhewa to be the Principal end in God'sinds 

deſign; and all other things ſubſer vient andþqng 

ſubordinate to that. | utat 

g. I fay then (and I have the Scripture onpyhat 

5. LI. i 

Ihe incar- My fide) that God made the World for his bi. 

nation the Church, and his Church for Chrift its head :| &. 

rw that he is the firſt Born of every Creature, thefhan 

Go), beginning of the ways of God, and that allſand 

things were made not only by him, but for eſtic 
him. That Adam was Created by his ex- hf Je 
emplar, form'd in a peculiar manner, as to for 
his Body, as well as his Soul, by this Divine port 
pattern: Inſomuch that the Incarnation is ſo faily 
far from being the precarious conſequence oſß the 
Adam's Sin, that I prefume, I have reaſons toe B 
believe it was the firſt thing in the intenti- ally 
on of God, and that without that view he 
would never have made the World, How- 


* „ 


5 
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However perfect we ſuppoſe the World,s. % 

Het it muſt retain the Character of a Crea- eve ds 

ure; be finite and limited, and fall in fi- “e Di- 

ehitely ſhort in worth, of the Divine Acti- „ 

enſon which produc'd it. Nor can I fee how ;,, 
It ſhould ever become a worthy Object of 

alle Divine Complacency, were it not inti- 

onmately united to the Son of his Love, in 

edwhom alane he is well pleaſed. But tho? it is 

ofpoſſible to conceive that God might have 

fund ſome other bond of union betwixt 

Silthe Creator and his Works, beſides Man; 

Ilyfet if we conſider that he includes the 

AaSwhole World in Epitome, as being com- 

ndhounded of both its eſſential parts, Body 

d'Sknd Spirit, (both which need tobe rais'd and 

ndtnnobled) we ſhall conclude it was molt 
table to the Divine Wiſdom to be done, 

onpyhat rhe Scripture aſſures us has been done, 

11Sþiz. That the Word ſhould be made Fleſh. 

d: d. So that the purpoſe of God ſtands un-s. Ln. 

hethangeable ; and whether we ſuppoſe Man 994 ”» fe- 

allſtands or falls, he is ſecure of railing a Ma-heChurch * 

for ſeſtick Temple to his own Glory, where- & his Son 

x- f Jeſus Chriſt is the chief corner Stonc- 5% 

to for thus even the viſible World becomes whereof 

me porthy of the favour of God, in which he % 

; lofaily forms and faſhions the inviſible, which“ os 

olß the Eternal Object of his love; this is 

tome Body the Church, eſſentially and vi- 

ti-flly United to Chriſt, its head; who is the 

85 D image 

La 
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image of the Inviſible God, the firſt born of ever) th, 
Creature: For by him were all things Created the 
that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, vid ha, 
fible- and inviſible, whether they be Throm Cr 
or Dominions, or Principalities or Powers, a W 


40. Ke. things were Created by him, and for him. Aiſ ces 


he is before all Pings, and by him all things com led 

fiſt; and he is the head of the Body the Churdll the 
who is the beginning, the firſt Born from the Dea 

that in all things he might have the preheml fide 

nence. Let Chriſt be all in all, and hi tha 

Body the Church be conceived inſepytha; 

rable from its head, (jo we are Membeſ on, 

of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bone Rea 

Eph. 5. 30. And then it will not qui. 

7.0. 3. 16. thought incredible, that God ſhould ſo lotſator 

the World, as . to give his only begoticparc 

Son for its Salvation, or that, (ix bringiſthat 

Heb, 2.10. many Sous into Glory) he ſhould be Wikof G 

ling to make the Captain of their Salvathypg 

on perfect through Sufferings. that 

6. IV. FS. Chriſt then being the End as well as th ho 

Halse Author of our Salvation, let us {ee hoſſeem 

N Wonderfully accompliſh'd he is for rh ft 

deemer Glorious Work. eſpec 

5 %% e F. The Apoſtle tells us at the 14th. veſing 

Aneitheſis that the firſt Adam was the type of hiſWor 

between that was to come, and hie explains the Ty pf ny 

_ by comparing it with the Original, allfthis ; 

Adam. ſhewing that Jeſus Chriſt the Righteoupffect 

was the exact reverſe of lintull Adam; Anſoling 


Unatal s 
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e the proportions hold fo well in the Anti- 
a theſis, that we cannot queſtion, but God 
Vi had in view the 2d. Adam, not only inthe 
om Creation, but even in the fall of the firlt, 
A Wherefore by conſidering the circumſtan- 
ces of the Sin, we ſhall be led to acknow- 
con ledge the neceſſity of ſuch a Redeemer as 
vel the Scriptures deſcribe in Jeſus Chriſt. 
eas &. The firſt thing that occurs to be con- 5. Iv. 
*mider'd, is the quality of the Sinner, and 72, _ 
that was Man. It was one Mans offence 5% 
epa that involved all Mankind in condemnati- :herefore 
on, and therefore that the proportions of ar For 
ue Reaſon and Juſtice may hold, it ſeems re- fo; #37 5; 
Jquiſite that it ſhould be a Man that mutt 
{oY atone for the offence and reſtore Mankind to 
Hyzrdon and acceptation. Jultice requires 
gMthat Satisfaction be made for the violation 
Wiſof Gods Laws, and the diſhonour reflected 
vaſſupon their Author: And Equity requires 
that the ſatisfaction be made by Man, by 
ö thwhom the offence was committed. It it 
hoſſeems difficult for ſuch a Creature as Man, 
tliſto ſtand before God, when he is angry, 
eſpecially in ſo grand an attempt, as mak- 
Vang full ſatisfaction for the Sins of the 
World; yet it ſeems more unlikely, that 
Y Pany other Creature ſhould be Capable ot 
althis imployment. So that if Man cannot 
-OURfect it, the World mult be in danger of 
Amfoling the benefit and lying ſtill under the 
Uatal Sentence. 7 We 


* 
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$. We may imagine, perhaps, that our 
Redemption might be more eaſily ac- 
compliſh't, by ſome Superiour order in the 
Scale of beings ; that ſome Archangel 
might be deputed on this high — 
whole mighty Merit, and important Suffe- 
rings, might counterpoiſe a World of guilt 
of inferiour Creatures. But where is the 
equity of this, that the humane Nature 
ſhould Sin, and the Angelick nature Sul. 
fer? what proportion is there between the 
Sin of Man, of a reaſonable Soul, and hu 


on 
bu! 
all 
firr 
er 
C 
neſ: 
ſub 
to a 
him 
to t 
ther 


mane fleſh ſubſiſting, and the puniſhmen 


ſible 


of an Angel, a pure and Immortal Spiritſupo! 
God who Acts alwaies according to thapene 
Laws of Order, cannot be ſuppos'd to adi in 
cept ſuch a Sacrifice for the offence, as hadſhou 
no relation to the offender, And thereforqwith 
4. 4. 4. Our Bleſſed Lord took not on him the Naturſiible 
of Angels, but the Seed of Abraham, and wakorr 
made of a Woman, made under the Law th 
we might receive the Adoption of Sons\vho) 
But then, that which ſeems to render thgion 


and even impoſſible to a ſingle Man, 1 
e, F. 2. The extent and univerſality of th 
mane Na: hin. For it muſt be remembred that Adantquiv 
e %% Sin, was not only a perſonal Tranſgreſſionthe p. 

S but all Mankind ſinn'd, in him as 1ncludedr St: 


the Hu- 


g LVT. 


mane Na in his Loyns, and as being the offspring obus te 
e a Sinfull Forefather. Indecd he was bugo, I 
0 


atone } 
17. 


ut 
c- 


he 
gel 


lilt 
the 
are 
ul. 
the 
hu 
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God with Mankind, &c. 
one Man, and conſequently one Perſon, 
but he was the proxy and repreſentative of 
all furure Generations; and as his con- 
firm d and eſtabliſh'd Integrity, had (as is 
generally believ'd) laid ina ſure claim for 
their indefectibl Reighteouſneſs, and Happi- 
neſs, ſo his Diſobedience muſt, in reaſon, 
ſubject them, for whom he is interpreted 
to act, to all the unhappy conſequences with 
himſelf. But beſides, it is not conſonant 
to the Laws of Nature, that a ſinfull Fa- 
ther, ſhould beget a righteous Son, nor poſ- 


ent 
by! 
th 
ac 
ha 
for 
Fu 
m 


th 


ible, according to the change Sin brought 
upon the humane conſtitution, and that de- 
ndance of the Soul upon the Body, which 
tintrodcu'd, that a ſinfull Mother as Eve 
ould bring torth a Child, uninfected 
vith concupiſcence, that is the love of ſen- 
ble things, wherein conſiſtts the original 
orruption : So that the whole ſpecies being 
inted with the firſt tranſgreſſion, and our 


oasWhole Nature degenerating by the conta- 


* th 
Ous 
"i 


{th 


ion of Adam's guilt, what perſonal deſert 
n weigh againſt it? - 


The principles of reaſon and rhe practice, | 


{ Nations, teach us, that one Man is but an 


damtquivalent for another, and that, too, when 
lionthe perſon who offers himſelf for a ſurety, 
debt Stipulator, is no ways himſelf obnoxi— 


18 


us to the puniſhment he chooſes to under- 


; bugo, In ſo much, that if we ſupopoſe God 
0 


92 mould 
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ſhould have Created a Man on purpoſe, tC 
in abſolute Righteouſneſs, and Perfection, fa 
yet he being but one Perſon, could have re in 
deem'd no more than one Perſon(it ſo much 
by ſubſtituting himſelf to ſufferings for the Cl 
offender, and that becauſe the puniſhment N 
in this caſe is Capital, as due to Sin, that th 
is, "Treaſon againſt God. Being never { M 
righteous, he could undertake for the Rel M: 
demption but of one Soul, which yet th] M 
Juſtice and Goodneſs of God would not SC! 
ſuffer him to accept; it being more reaſfo/ 1 
nable, where puniſhment muſt neceſſarily 4 
be inflicted, that the Sinner himſelf ſuffer Ca 
than that a righteous perſon ſhould ſuffe fici 
for him. But if this perſon had Sinn'q WV 
himſelf, it is plain, he would himſelt havg Hol 
wanted a Redeemer, becauſe no future be fini 
haviour, can compenſate for Sin, when 
abſolute righteouſneſs is indiſpenſable. Por 
„ The Humane Nature then having d& t 
Sinn'd in Adam, it ſeems agreeable to Eter all! 
nal Order, that the humane Nature ſhouldaſ mer 
tone for it, and neceſſary, if the Redemg no p 
tion is to be as univerſal as the condemna 
tion. And ſo we find it did in Jeſuſackr 
Chriſt, who took not on him the PerjoyS 10 
but the Nature of Man, and thereby be Was 
came capable of Redecming the whole hu pre- 
mane Nature, ſold under Sin by Adam's tran tions 
greſſion. And thus the firit Adam allo, wa finite 
the figure of him that was to come, dy 
| cam 
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pe to take away the Sins of the World in the 
on fame latitude and extent as the other had 
re. introduc'd them. 


ch $- It will be objected here, that tho' , LIX. 


the Chriſt be allowed to aſſume the humane ce 


len Nature, yet the difttculty remains, how Humane 

hat this humane Nature which was but in one e 
1 u 

- { Man, ſhould be equivalent to the ſame hu- C 


Rel mane Nature, communicated to ſo many * Egui. 


thi Millions? We are well aſſur'd indeed by 2 


no Scripture and experience, that all have died mane 
aſol in Adam, but how can we be certain that 2e n 
ill all ſhall be made alive in Jeſus Chriſt? C7 
Fer] Can one Mans death be accounted a ſuf- adam, 
Igel ficient ranſom for innumerable Sinners that 2% 
amd owe that debt? Can ſo infinite an obliga- Hu * 
tion to Divine Juſtice be diſcharg'd by ſo pee. 
bel finite a Capacity? | e 
he $- Beſides that Jeſus ſuffer'd only a tem- 

poral Death of two or three days, where- 

vinq4S the Sentence of Death which paſſed upon 

Stef all Men included an eternity of puniſh- 

da ment, betwixt which two things there is 

mi no proportion, or compariſon. 

nn d. Now to this objection, it mult be, 1 
ef} acknowledg'd, that the penalty due to Sin 1 TA 
fais infinite, Iwill not ſay, becaule rhe Sin role re 
bel was committed againſt infinite Majelty, or e 
hu ſpread and propagated to infinite Genera- e 
rant tions, or Multiplied and aggravated in in- demption. 
. degrees of hainous circumſtances; 


as! D 4 or 
2am 


40 


L To#ſs, 1. 


FA 


0 


The two Covenants of 


or by the poſitive Law of God, which was 
guarded by the Sanction of eternal puniſh- 
ment, or to make good his Veracity which 
had threatned it: But as I have already de- 
monſtrated, becauſe the Sinner 1s ſo de- 
form'd and odious a Monſter among the 
perfect works of God, as muſt raiſe the 
indignation and horrour of all intelligent 
beings toconceive the frightful object. And 
therefore Reaſon will tell us, that the di- 
vine Nature will be perfectly alienated 
from him, and every ray of favour eclips'd 
from his Sight ; And that he ought imme- 
diately to be diſcharg'd out of Being, were 
not God immutable in his Councels of pre- 
ſerving whatever he hadCreated,andthe Sin- 
ner incapable of ſuch a mercy as annihilati- 
on. But it he mult continue in Being for 
ever, he muſt continue the eternal object 
ot the Divine diſpleaſure, and teel all the 
miſeries of a creature baniſh't the fight of 
God, and ſeparated from the fountain of 
all Good: He muſt be puniſht with Ever— 
laſting deſtruttion from the preſence of the Lora, 
and from the Glory of his Power. 
$. This appears ſo plain, and undeniable 
an inference from the conſideration of Sin, 
that we can not but conclude mankind un- 
der an unavoidable neceſſity of making an 
eternal expiation, if a Satisfaction of inf · 
aits merit can not be found out: If out 
Saviour 


God with Mankind, &c. 
Saviours expiation is not of that value, he 


died in vain, and we are yet in our Sins, 
and obnoxious to the puniſhment of them: 


Make but the ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt of 


a finite worth, and I do not ſee how he can 
deliver one Soul from Death, and reſcue 
one Sinner from the hand of Hell. 


41 


hd. The truth of this aſſertion is of thes. IXI. 


higheſt importance to our Chriſtian hopes, 


The neceſ- 


and our Salvation it ſelf ſtands upon this“, . 


impor- I 


bottom. They that will go about to over- cance of 
throw it, unſettle the foundations of our % erucb. 


Faith, and overturn all the promiſes of the 
Goſpel ; And they mult be obliged to find 
us a new Goſpel, or another Saviour, or 
elſe leave Mankind to fink and periſh with- 
out hopes, or poſſibility of recovery. But 
thanks to God, we have no occaſion for 
theſe apprehenſions, ſince the Scripture at- 
fords in Jeſus Chriſt an expiation ſufficient 
for the whole World; a Sacrifice and a 
Prieſt capable of atoning the incenſed Ma- 


ber- jeſty of God, a Propitiation for all the Sons 


of Adam: In a word a Puniſhment equal 
to the Infinite guilt of Mankind, This 
is indeed a great Myſtery, but we need 
not ask how theſe things can be, if we 


- conſider God aſſuming the humane Nature, 


God and Man in oge Perſon ; the infinite 


- dignity, whereof can fo exalt the ſufferings 


pt Jeſus Chriſt, as that he may be 1 70 
ear 
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6. Lyn. d. This is he who comes from Edom, wit plu 

Hesre died garments from Bozrah, that is glorious ii Ju- 
Need %, Apparel, travelling in the greatzeſs of hi 

as God A 1 

and Man  frength. This is he that ſpeaks in righteouſne 
mn the Old and is mighty to Save; that treads the wine pre 

* alone, and has none of the people to help him ih 

Ta. 63.1, the mighty Work, This is he whoſe cha Ear 

3. racter, in the Methed of our Redemption, ththe 

Prophet deſcribes by the properties of a Manthei 

and the attributes of a God. As a Man, he wing | 

wounded for our tranſareſſions, and Bruiſed for aucou 

iniquities, he was cut off from the Land of tipiat 

Living, and ſtricken for the tranſgreſſion of thoyr 

I/ 53. People, he was made an offering for Sin, athnar 

and 9- 6. numbred with the Tranſereſſors; he bore thſych 

4 LN * tis of many, and made interceſſion for the Trangric 

New. gpreſſors ; But who could do and ſuffer aps tc 

this, to any effectual purpoſe, but he whokjyir 

name is call'd Monderfull, Councellor, thhe | 

mighty God, the Everlaſting Father, the Prin d. 

of Peace an e 

. The new Teſtament. every where the £ 

bounds with Characters coincident to botpatic 

the Divine and Humane Nature; and Witthar 

the brighteſt Evidence clears up that Praveig 

phecy, that the Son of the Virgin ſhould be Beat, 

manuel, or God with us. If we view litthey 

at his Birth, we perceive an helpleſs Intanfyy 93 


in the arms of a Woman, and a God Wed | 
I 


God with Mankind, &c. 43 
= * the Princes of the Eaſt. Obſerve 


him at his Baptiſm,_and you'll ſee a Man 
it plung'd into the River Jordan, by St. 
ij John Baptiſt, and a voice from Heaven pro- 
hiclaiming him the Son of God ; if you behold 
neſhim on the Croſs, you'll find a Man with 
re loud Cries and Groans, giving up the Ghoſt; 
n whilſt the Powers of Nature disband, the 
cha Earth trembles, the Rocks are rent, and 
thithe Sun loſes its light at the ſufferings of 
laſftheir almighty Author. And that we might 
mino longer wonder how the Blood of Jetus, 
roucould purge the conſciences of Men, and ex- 
f thpiate the guilt of the whole World, St. Paul, 
f thoyning in two wordsthe Divinity and Hu- 
ammanity, aſſures us it is the Blood of God. As 
Euch we can not doubt but it was of infinite 
anprice; with which he has bought us both, | 
r aas to our Bodies and Souls, from the Cap- Ti; ru 
hokivity and ſlavery we were under to Sin and ual 
Ihe Devil. Ta 
rin S. And that this was a proper price, and cal paſa- 
an equal ranſom or commutation for alls 
re the Sons of Men, fallen under the condem- r, ay 
bothation of Adam, is abundantly certain to ally. 25. 
Witthat believe the Scriptures, laying ſuch 8 
Prqveight and ſtreſs, upon the Blood and pg 5. 
be Death, and Sacrifice of Chriſt. As when 7. 
 hithey tell us He died for all, Was deliver d g 1 
tanfor our Offences. That we are reconcil'd to Rv. 1.5. 
* by the Death of his Son, That our Sins 
i 


are 


44 


Heb. 16. of it. That by one offering he hath perfected 
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are forgiven, our perſons are Juſtified, and our 6 
S ok Redeem d cleans'd and waſh'd by his rati 
Blood, and that the Charch of God is the purchaſe phe 


14. 9.26. for ever them that are Sanitified ; and that once as i! 
For all, he hath put away Sin by the Sacrifice of kin 


6. LXV. 
The incon- 
ceiveble 
manner 
of the uni- 
on of the 
two na- 
tures 19 


objeftion. 


himſelf. Theſe and numerous paſſages to[anc 
the ſame effect, leave no room to queſtion full 
the infinite value of this Sacrifice, and of Goc 
this Blood, which cries for better things be a 
than that of Abel. ſion 
d. It can't with reaſon be objected here, ing 

that the derivative vertue of this Sacrifice is|leva 
inconceivable, that we cannot apprehend} 8. 
the manner of the Communication of pro- and 
perties between the two Natures, nor ſee|$av! 
how the union of them in one Perſon, canlthe 

make the ſufferingsof a Man, to be eſteem'd|Perſ 
as the ſufferings of a God, or ſtrike an in- cen 
finite intrinſick excellency upon them: For[Exa] 
why ſhould it be thought ſtrange, werigh 
ſhould not fully comprehend the ſublimeſtthe 
myſtery in the World, that which, in all thether 
tranſactions of God with the Sons of Men, conc 
is the moſt unfathomable abyſs of his Wiſ· of th 


5|rations that made way for it, by the Pro- 
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8. This we may preſume by the Prepa-5: 


45 
LXVI. 
v1s great 
truth ma- 


phecies thgt fortold it, and thoſe ſeveral need 
Manifeſtations of divine light which ſhin'd 27 


n great pre- 
as in a dark place, and by degrees were . 


kindled into the perfect day of his appear- for and 
ance, that this was a work of the wonder- ?!9phectes 
full Wiſdom, and premeditate Ccouncel of e. 
God: and that it neither is, nor ever ſhall 

be an adequate ſubject of our comprehen- 

ſion, but ſhall be reſerv'd as an everlaſt- 

ing theory to exerciſe our Wonder, and e- 

levate our Praiſe and Adoration. 


But then that wee may fully acquieſce . Lxvn. 


and confide 
Saviours ſufferings, we need but conſider 


Perſon, as manifeſted through the ſeveral 
cenes of his Nativity, Life, Paſſion and 
dorlExaltation, with his preſent power at the 
weright hand of God. If he is to come into 


thether with the glad tidings of her immaculate 
onception;and whea he enters, whole choirs 
Tiſ· of the Heavenly hoſt Proclaim thenew born 
ich|Prince, and celebrate his Myſterious Incar- 

ofnation. If he is to enter upon his office, 


is Harbinger mult prepare his way betore 
him, who is himſelf a Prophet, nay more, 
than a Prophet, than whom there is not a 
greater among all that are born of Wo- 
men, 


in the immenſe merit of our Fm the 
wonders 


of his 
the Dignity, the Glory, and Majeſty of his Binh 


Life 
Death &c. 


| 
| 
ö 
| 
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men. If he is Baptiz'd, a voice is heard nd t 
from Heaven, proclaiming him the Son of anc 
God, and the Holy Ghoſt is ſeen deſcend-|feel 
ing on him like a Dove, which things as Ao 
they beſpeak him the object of the Divineſdre 
complacency, demonſtrate an infinite dig-| $ 
nity in his Perſon. to 
$ And then to ſee him endued with all|ove 
power in Heaven and in Earth, command-|Goc 
ing the Legions of Heaven, and ſilencingſſect 
and confounding thoſe of Hell, aſſuming 
the prerogative of God, in healing diſeaſes Tur. 
forgiving Sins, reſtoring the Blind, and. Ma. 
raifing the Dead, in ſuppreſſing the Winds,|Cov 
and governing the Seas, in calling forth allfron 
the Powers of Nature with a word to hisſand 
Service, in triumphing over Sin, and de-|Whi 
throning the Devil, and raiſing himſelf inſand 
ſpight of Death and the grave, to an im- 
mortal Life, and taking poſſeſſion of it, 
in a glorious manner, by a viſible aſcentſand 
to Heaven; to conſider him exerciſing allan i 
this power in his own Name, and by his|Vens 
own Authority, which is (I ſay) the high|Frelc 
prerogative of the Almighty, muſt needs Rive 
infer a tranſcendent excellency deriv'd to Han 
his perſon, by this myſterious union ol 
the Divine Nature. And when thereſupe! 
is this eminential excellency in his per. guid 
fon, there muſt be a proportionate merit our! 
in his Sufferings, which therefore can % 
not 


God the Father, not only as a full and 


[the Sins of the whole World, but as the 
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noͤt be leſs than infinite in their Value, 
and conſequently a full Ranſom, and per- 
feat Equivalent to the Puniſhment de- 
nounc'd againſt, and due to all the Chil- 
dren of Adam. | 

d. Which being prov'd, we may be bold s. Lx1x. 
to affirm, that theſe Sufferings have an H S. 
over-poize of Merit, and are accepted by os 
per- than ſuf- 
ſect Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfaction for {itn for 


our Re- 
demption. 
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Purchaſe of thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings 
Maa is intitled to by vertue of the ſecond 
Covenant: For we are not only redeem'd 
from the Condemnation of Eternal Death, 
and Reinſtated in the Condition from 


which we fell, but are exalted to the hopes 


and enjoyment of an Happineſs which our 
Original Righteouſneſs had no claim to: 
So that we are become gainers by our lols ; 
and inſtead of a Terreſtrial Paradiſe, have 
an incorruptible Inheritance in the Hea- 
vens ; where we ſhall enjoy the immediate 
Preſence of God, and be fill'd with thoſe 
Rivers of Pleaſures which flow at his Right 
Hand for evermore. 


8 VEL ie, 
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Rom. 5. 


16, 17,21; 


John 12, 
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gaveunto Men ; where, tho? all our Su 
ciency is of him, we are by a miraculoyyy g 
Mercy rewarded for it, as if it were o . 
own. : 
Good reaſon therefore had St. Paul to ſa Bod, 
Mot as it was by one that ſinn d, ſo is the frbin, 
gift; for the judgment was by one to condemntity, 
tion, but the free gift is of many offences umcrip 
juſtification. The Redemption had be$uffe 
exactly equivalent, if the Pardon, Chrhere 
obtain'd, To taken off the Condemnatidn fu 
only, and plac'd us where we were beforPrief 
But the receiving abundance of Grace, and God, 
the gift of Righteouſneſs, ſo as to be julty m. 
fed, and to reign in Life Eternal by him, he br 
the effect of ſuch an exceſs of Merit, yes 
none but the eternal Son of God couhing. 
pretend to. Yet this was all, but the yy 55 
compence of his Paſſion, and conſequenight 
of his Death; which when he had ovevord 
come, he open'd unto us the Gates of Entec 
ternal Life. This was what he promiſccte: 
as the Fruit of his Sufferings on the Crofor h 
If 7 be lifted from the earth, I will draw all nelf; 
unto me: And this Merit he pleads wWorl 
the Father, in behalf of his Servants; no pu 
as an humble Supplicant, as if it weres the 
Favour, or bounty of meer Grace ; buthings 
what was the purchaſe of his Labours, abiz/t 


the price of his Meritorious Blood. Heſs ; 


ther I will that they alſo whom thou haſt githerſe | 
5 15 
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e be with me where I aim, that they may behold 
owy glory mhich thou haſt given me; for thou 
edſt me before the foundation of the world. 
d. Thus by Contemplating the Juſtice ofs. L&&f. 
ſa pod, requiring full ſatisfaction for Adam's len 
fedin, ſpread and propagated to all his Poſte- Chriſt'- 
untity, we are eaſily led to believe what the Sacrifice 
undcriptures foretold, that Jeſs muſt have ee 
ecuffer'd and enter'd into his Glory. For fm d. 
braere only we have Divine Juſtice atton'd 
tian full weight and meaſure, by the High 
orerieſt of our Profeſſion, the only Son of 
d god, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, 
ulty whom alſo he made the worlds: Who being Heb. 1. 33. 
, ſe brightneſs of his Fathers glory, and the ex- 
„ Weſs Luage of his perſon, and upholding all 
oulings by the word of his Power, when he had 
> If himſelf purged our Sins, ſat down on the 
enight hand of the Majeſty on high. In which 
weords the worth of his Sacrifice is repre- 
f Ented infinite, if the molt glorious Cha- 
uſaters here ſpoken of it, can make it ſo: 
rofor he that hath purged our Sins by him- 
nelf; or he that, once at the end of the 
wiWorld, hath appear'd to put away Sin, and 
m purge our Conſciences from dead Works, 
res the Eternal Son of God, and Heir of all 
uthings, and the Creator of the Worlds, the 
abiohtneſs of the Fathers Glory, and the ex- 
leſs Image of his Perſon ; in whom the Uni- 
g1tyerſe ſuits by the Word of his Power. 
3 E 5. This 
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„ IXxII. d. This was the Anſwer which the Fa- 
The Fa thers gave to that Enquiry, how the Sut- 
cher; cor- ferings of a Man could be a Price of that 
1 extraordinary Merit, as to ranſom the for- 
upon this feited Lives of a whole World? That this 
5, Man was God Incarnate, and that the Ef- 
le ficacy of his Blood aroſe from the Dignity 
and Divinity of his Perſon. And thisthey 
underſtood ſo well, that all thoſe Opini- 
ons which tended either to deſtroy the Hu- 
mane Nature, that Bod) which God had 
prepar'd him for a Sacrifice, or to invali- 
date its infinite Efficacy, by denying its 
Perſonal Union with the Divinity, have 
been cenſur'd, and exploded the Church 
as Impious and Heretical. 

4: Mar- Ofthe firſt ſort, were ſuch as eithergave him 
cion. no Body at all, but only the Appearance of 
gene Ju it; or ſuch as fanſied it made of a Cœ- 
cient Tle-leſtial Matter, and quite different from 
reczcks. that of ours; or ſuch as gave him a Body 
Apollini. Without a Soul; or laſtly, ſuch as, tho 
rius they found an entire Humane Nature in 
Jeſus, have loſt it again, as being abſorb'd 

and converted into the Divine. 
Of the ſecond ſort, are thoſe who either 


Eutiches. 


Photini- 


ans. abſolutely deny'd the Divinity of our Sa— 
viour, or elſe diſunited the two Natures of 

Chriſt, and divided him into two Perſons: 
Becauſe hereby they deltroy*d that Com- 
munication ot the Divine Attributes tothe 

| Humane 


— 


— 


om 
dy 
ho 


10 
b'd 


| 
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Humane Nature, which alone readred it 
a Sacrifice worthy of, and ee to 


God. For which reaſon, the Hereſie of 
Neſtorius Was condemn'd by the Council 
of Ephesus, which in oppoſition to his Di- 
viding Principles, maintain'd, that the 
Mother of Jeſs might be call'd the Mo- 
ther of God: And St. John's Aſſertion, 
that the Word who was God was made Fleſh, 
has been always regarded as the moſt ſacred 
Truth, and' inviolable Foundation of our 
Chriſtian Faith. | 
$. © For who elſe but God could ac-$gLxxitt: 

“ compliſh ſo difficult an Enterprize, and 
* ſurmount ſo many Obſtacles which op- 
* pos'd themſelves to our Salvation? Who 
% could deliver us from Death, but the 
* Author and Prince of Life? Who could 
Purge our Conſciences from the 1mpuri- 
« ties of Sin, and the unealinels of Guilt, 
„ but the King of Saints? Who could 
e reſcue our Bodies from the Grave, but 
« he whois Almighty ? Who could exalt 
« us into Heaven, bur he whoſe everlaiting 
“Throne is Eſtabliſh'd above the Stats? 


** 


her « Who could give to God a Satisfaction 0j 
* Infinite Value, but God the Son, whole 
Merit is abſolutely Infinite? It is not 
conceivable that any other ſhould be able 
to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and 
overthrow the Empire of Hell, that had 

N 2 heen. 


Sa- 
$ Ol 
ns: 


Im- 
ö the 
dalle 
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been ſo long confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd in 
| the World. 
2 $ The Divinity of our Saviour, and 


int, the infinite Value of his Sufferings deriv'd 
lands or from it, is an Article of that Importance, 
2 vy tbe and draws after it ſuch a train of Conſe- 
Gilt“ quences, both relating to our Faith and 
Divinity Practice; that he who goes about to deny 
and df, or oppoſe it, ſets himſelf in defiance to the 


nite Satis- gy 
742i21, Whole Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and muſt be 


oblig'd to interpret the whole Bible anew, | 


or lay it quite aſide. For this one Point 1s 
the chief Corner-ſtone in the Chriſtian 
Church, that bears tlie ſtreſs of the whole 
Building; which if it be undermin'd, all 
the Superſtructure muſt neceſſarily fall, and 
we can hardly conceive where the Ruine 
will terminate; for it will equally affect 
the Truchsof Religion and Nature, which 
have been receiv'd for firſt Principles: Like 
tome mighty Earthquake, it will ſhake the 
Foundations of the World zit will extend to 
Adam in Paradiſe; nay, it will reach the 
Attributes and Actions of God himſelt. 
thoſe who have attempted to overthrow 


this Truth, have been ſenſible of theſe 


Conſequences, and therefore have contriv'd 
a new Scheme; which in truth, is a new 
Religion, nothing like the Doctrine ot 
Chriſtianity. | 


6, For 


7 


| 
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9. For ſince our Saviour came into the 0 
De JOCE- 


World to fave Sinners, which abſtracting 


Sacrifice (for what proportion is there be- 
tween the Puniſhment of one Man, and 
the Sins of all Mankind) therefore ſuch a 
manner and method of Salvation mult be 
ſuppos'd unneceſſary. There was no need 
of ſuch an Expiation ; there was. no Uni- 
verſal Condemnation in Adam; no leproſy 
of Sin that infected his Poſterity : He was 
bora as frail, and mortal, and miſerable as 
we are at this day; if he ſinn'd, he ſinn'd 
only for himſelf, being as unable to derive 
any ill conſequences to us, as we are of at- 
ſecting him by any thing we can do. 
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nan 


from the Notion of his being God, he Scheme. 4 


could not do, by the proper Merit of his N K. 


1104, 


$. Nor was God fo diſpleas'd with sin, (1xxy1. 


as to require any ſatisfaction to be made 
for it: For Punitive Juſtice is a ſtranger to 
his Nature: The Menaces of Death to 
the firit Man, were but the aſſuring him of 
the Fate he was born to, and humbling 
his lotcy Thoughts which might be Dream- 
ing of Immortality. It Chriſt therefore 
comes into the World, it is not in Quality 


of the Eternal Son of God, voluntarily al- 
5 ſuming our Nature; and by this Myſteri— 
of dus Union, ennobling and con ſecrating it 


an All- ſufficient Sacrifice for Sin, which 
God might accept inſtead of the Puniſh- 
E 3 neat 


74 


b. LXXVII. 


The two Covenants of 


ment of all Mankind, as a compleat Satis- 
faction to his Juſtice, and Vindication of 
the Honour of his Laws and Government ; 
and thereupon grant an Univerſal Pardon, 
on condition of Faith and Repentance ; 
which the Church of Chri/t has always 
reckon'd the end of his Coming : But it 1s 
in quality of a meer Man, who by the un- 
ſpotted Innocence and Example of his Life, 
and Excellency of his Precepts, might in- 
ſtruct us in the ways of Vertue, and re- 
impreſs the Laws of Nature, which had 
been overgrown with the Ruſt of Time, 
and corrupted by vicious Cuſtoms and falſe 
Opinions. 

d. If he underwent exquilite Tortures 
and Miſeries in his Lite, and at his Death; 
it was not by way of Puniſhment, and At- 
tonement for Sin, but to ſhew that God 
makes no diſtinction betwixt the Righte- 
ous and the Wicked in point of Sufferings; 
and for his own ſake, in order to be re- 
warded for them, with the Exaltation and 
Dignity of a God. Which Hypotheſis 
ſeems to repreſent one of the Ancient He- 


roes ambitious to raiſe himſelf by his Ex- 


ploits, to the honour of an Apotheoſis, ra- 
ther than the merciful and gracious Saviour 
of Mankind, thegood Paſtor of the Church, 
content to lay down his Lite for the Flock; 
and beſides, is clogg'd with inſuperable 


Dit» | 
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Difficulties, and unhappy Conſequences, 
both to the Honour of God, the Merits of 
Chriſt, and the Salvation of Man. 
| &. For this Account reconciles the eſſen- 5. Lxxvm. 
tial purity of the Divine Nature with the 2e, 
impurity of Sin, notwithſtanding what our 1deas 
the Scripture affirms, That God is of purer AH the Bi. 
Eyes than to behold Iniquity: Nay, it makes . _ 
God the Author and Founder of Evil, as Aen. 
having created Man with ſuch impotent “te- 
Paſſions, diſorderly Affections, and weak 
Underſtanding, as in effect rendred the li- 
berty he had given him to ſtand, neceſſa- 
rily determin'd to his fall. It quite obli- 
terates the Ideas of a God imprinted on 
our Minds, and repreſents him aumiſe in 
his Deſigns; unjuſt in his Actions; muta 
ble in his Counſils; arbitrary in his Go- 
vernment ; clearing the Gail, and pu- 
niſhing the Innocent. | 

d. For what ſhall we ſay ? Does not 5 LXXIX. 
God act by an infallible Rule which his i 4 
Wiſdom preſcribes, and in the beſt and 755 wile. 
wiſeſt manner poſſible ? How then ſhall he 4m 


create a Man with his Soul in ſubjection and 99% - 


dependance on the Body, in a more unhap- 


py Compolition than the Pce:s give the 
Centaurs? For even there the Man has the 
government of the Brute. Is it anſwer— 
able to the Notions we conceive of an All- 
wiſe Being, and to the Order he Acts by, 
| E 4 | that 


56 


Hiee. 


on occaſion o 


life. 


18 
wee. © own'd inſeparable ſrom his Being 
ſhall not the Lord of all the Earth da right? 
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that he ſhould ſubjeR a ſpiritual Being to a 
material ? Is this ſuitable to that ſcale of 
Perfections ſo viſibly ariſing one above an- 
other, in all the Parts of the Creation, that 
one of the molt perfect Natures ſhould be 
prepoſterouſly turn'd, and born a ſlave to 
what it ought in reaſon to command! Tis 
certain, at preſent our Souls cannot govern 


the parts of Matter we carry about us: | 


The Thoughts of our Mind neceſſarily fol- 
low the impetuous Action of our Animal 


Spirits: And Pains and Pleaſures are the 


unayoidable reſults of the motions of our 
Fibres and our Fleſh : And yet Reaſon aſ- 
ſures us, that God could ſooner have form'd 
ws ſo as to have walk'd upon our Heads, 
than given our Body ſuch irreſiſtible influ- 
ences over our Saul: And we can no ways 


- acoqunt for this Proceeding, but by ſup 


poſing it to be part of that Curſe denounc'd 
Sin, and of that Sorrow 


Adam Was to 


$. And the Difficulty increaſes as to the 
Juſtice of God, which has been always 
2 For 


We cannot conceive a God without attri- 
buting eſſential Righteouſneſs ro his Na- 


ture, Which is the neceſſary rule of his 


Actions, and the meaſure of the moral 
good 


ſuffer all the days of his | 


* 


ood and evil of thoſe of his Creatures: 
Cfor they riſe in Excellency according to 


their nearer approach to their excellent 


Exemplar, and are more or leſs imperfect, 
vicious, or ſinful, as they deviate more or 


leſs from their perfect Rule.) Now though 


God knows it impoſſible, and therefore 
cannot expect from a finite Creature, a 

rteQion in its actings that can parallel 
is own; yet he abſolutely demands ſuch 
an integrity as 1s proportionate to its Na- 
ture, and altogether exempt from Sin; 
which I have already ſhewa to be the very 
reverſe of the Righteouſneſs of God, and 
the deteſted object of his diſpleaſure. 
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d. Therefore as it concerns us to be cau-$. «arr, 


tious how we form ſuch a ſyſtem, as ſhall ;} 


ut ive 


i- 


make God the Author of Sin, we ſhould juſtice ne 


be no leſs careful to avoid ſuch concluſions 3 


as will make him the Patron, or the uncon- 
cern'd Spectator of it, which we can never 
do, (allowing him to act by the invariable 
rule of eternal Order and Univerſal Juſtice) 
without concluding Puniſhment, and Re- 
ward, to be no arbitrary things with God, 
which he may diſtribute or omit at plea- 
lure, but the neceſſary attendants, on the 
merits and demerits of his Creatures. Un- 
leſs this be allowed, it will be hard to diſ- 


cover any neceſſary diſtinction, between 
Vertue and Vice, Good and Evil, and we 


might 


14 


” a 


38 
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might be under apprehenfions of Suffering qu 
for our good Actions, and might hope to (r 
be rewarded ſor our bad ones: Which is Tut 
in effect acknowledg'd by thaſe, who can 

aſcribe indemnity to Adam's Sin, and load! nis 
with dire puniſhments the Righteouſnek| ho; 
of Chriſt: To fay then, that there are no thr. 
Eternal reaſons Inducing God, to exerciſeſhad 
a punitive Juſtice upon Sin, and that with. Ver 
out any ſatisfaction, he may Bleſs and Par. con 
don the Sinner, throws all our Ideas intiſpro 
confuſion, and breaks down the eftabliſh'd,,, 


bounds, between neceſſary Truth andy, 


$. LXXXIII 
A Novel 
not ton con- 
cerning 
punitive 
juſtice re- 


futed,  - 


falſhood . 950 4 en 
d. There has been a Doctrine very po but 


pularly, but unwarily recommended by pur 


Perſon, of an applauded character, and ex God 
alted ſtation, teaching that God indeed d. 
has threatned to recompence Sin, with eqjſh, 
ternal Puniſhment, but that he is under nqeſpe 
obligation of Juſtice to make his threatpreſe 
ning good, it being no injuſtice to be bettion 
ter than his Word. But with ſubmiſſion tþarq 
ſo great a Name, the novelty of this noti; 


ſidering God rather as a Temporary Legiſpf Pa 
lator, and the ſanctions of his Laws, buhr the 
as poſitive and arbitrary things, whiclFe,, 
may be ſuſpended, or omitted without 1 
jury to his Authority, than as the eternaho ot! 
Maker, and Governour of the World, r y di 
quirin 
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ag quiring abſolute obedience from all his 

to Creatures, to whoſe eſſential purity and 

11s Juſtice, Sin can never be reconciled. 

all $. Let us ask whether ſo dreadful pu- $. Lxxxre. 

ad niſhment, be the due deſertof Sin? if not, 3,79. 

e/how can God with Truth or Juſtice, naces the 

no threaten to inflit it ? if it be; doubtleſs, he % 

Hl eternal 

dle had juſt and neceſſary reaſons for his infinite 7,p;ce, 

th Vengeance, and the queſtion is, how he 

I jb 

ar. comes fo eaſily to forgoe them: To be 

to provok'd to one extream, and jpacitied to 

another, without ſufficient inducements, 

ay. be reconcilable with the mutable 

emper, and inconſtant Paſſions of a Man, 

po. but is no ways confiſtent with the ſteady 

Y Purpoſes, and unchangeable Nature of 

EX God. | 

ed; F. Since then he demands an Eternal Pu- 8 
Þ od will 

eniſhment for Sin, tho? the threatning may nor cquir 

nereſpect the ſecurity of his Laws, and the cheGuz/ty: 

ealpreſervation of his Authority, the execu- 

bettion which he has in fight, can only re- 

nipard the demerit of Sin, and the ſatisfa- 

ion of his Juſtice. For he proceeds, not 

cONby any appetite of Revenge, nor motions 

*glipt Paſſion, Neither can he have any aim 1 

but the reformation of the Sinner, nor the 

hic error of others, in his eternal, but invi- 

t inſible Puniſhmeats, and therefore can have 

riaho other reaſon for them, beſides the neceſſa- 

ray diſcharge of the Debt, which is abſo- 

rin; Hlutely 
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lutely due to Sin; and ſince this Debt 
muſt be Eternally paying by the Sinner f 
himſelf, if no equivalent can be found to 
ſatisfy the Divine Juſtice, it is an abſurd} , | 
concluſion, and derogatory to the Honour 
of God, to ſay he can Pardon the Sinner 
without any ſatisſaction: No, let us ever 
acknowledge him to be a God, that will 
by no means acquit the Guilty : And for nl 
the ſame reaſon, be aſſur'd, that the ſame , 
God will never puniſh the Innocent: mT 
&.1xxxvi. F. Divine providence in the preſent go-} ; } 
Nor pu vernment of the World, is founded upon |, 
3 God's deſtributive Juſtice, in rewarding 
and puniſhing good and evil actions; and 
our hopes and fears, are uſeful inſtruments 
in his hands to keep the World in order. 
But in a ſtate of Righteouſneſs, puniſh- 
ment could have no place, but every me- 
ritorious action ariſing from a right uſe of 
Liberty, would be attended with a reward: 
So that Adam in innocence could be neither gig 
fubject to pains of Body, nor uneaſineſs o Mi 
Mind. He would enjoy a greater apathy| 60 
and indolence than the Stoicks feign o 
their wiſe man. And his happineſs Would ang 
daily increaſe according to the proportion f 
ot his vertues, and would have been in- bet: 
Saris defectible, it Sin and Error, had not ſub- Ry: 
nuten jetted him to puniſhment and Miſery. git 
% Feſus F. But now it we caſt our eye upon the Ti, 


Chriſt con- | 
Jider's. ſecond, 
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ſecond Adam, we find he perſevered in full- 
filling all Righteouſneſs, and yet was a 
Man of ſorrow and acquainted with grief: 
he ſuffer d more than the greateſt of Sin- 
nres, Who knew no Sin, neither was guile 
found in his Mouth: how fhall this be 
reconcil'd with immutable juſtice? Re- 
member, ſays Eliphas to Job, whoever pe- 
riſb'd being Innocent, or where were the Job. 4. 7. 
Righteous cut of, which might more forci- 
bly be urg'd with reſpect to an unblemiſh'd 
innocence, and a perfect righteouſneſs. And 
Does God (ſays Bildad) pervert Judgment 
or doth the Almighty pervert Juſtice ? 

$. It will little avail to fay that the ſuf. 5. . 
ferings of Jeſus were afflictions, but not ments and 
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puniſhments; for why ſhould God afflict ien, 


4 Vain 


an innocent Perſon? are the pains he ſut- m 
{ers diſtinguiſhable, or leſs violent, upon this du. 
imaginary difference in the Notion? 
Is it to ſhew that God makes no di-. 
ſtinction between the Righteous and the gen. 
Wicked in point of ſuffering? Certainly % 
God could have no ſuch end in afflicting a e 
righteous Man, as the diſhonouring himſelf, for wieb- {1 
and rhe poſſeſſing Mankind with ſuch ideas 3rd 
: tes on/idera- 
of him, as would overturn, all diſtinction ou of Sin. 
between Truth and Falſhood, Good and | 
Evil: Is it to exalt the Holy Jeſus to dig- — 
nity and Honour and to increaſe his reward? = 
This indeed is one conſequence of his ſuffe- 
rings [| 
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rings conſider'd as a puniſhment, and ſatis. 
faction for Sin; but they could be no proper! 
means of his exaltation conſider'd as the 
afflictions of a righteous Perſon. For how 
can we imagine that a gracious God, full of 
love, and bounty to his righteous ſervants, 
ſhould entail the happineſs they ſhall in- 
joy upon the Miſeries they ſhall Suffer? 
Would it not be a too humourſome, and 
tyrannical abuſe of power in a Prince, to 
make his honours and preſerments the price! of © 
of the pains and torments of his Subjects; che 
that no Man could enjoy his favour but 
who would mutilate his Body, and Sacri- cam 
fice his Limbs to his Ambition? How!|##9 
much leſs can it be ſuppolſ'd of an all good 
and alwiſe God, that he ſhould exerciſe an 8 
arbitrary cruelty firſt, with deſign to ad- ſenſ 
vance and dignify his favourites afterwards full 


The worſhippers of Baal may cut and gas) the 


themſelves with Knives and Lances, and Was 
expect to be heard for their pains: But aſto 

righteous God can have no ſuch cruelty like 
and barbarity in his Nature, as to mak 
a ſinleſs perſon a publick example in ordeſit N 
to reward, andto purchaſe adoration an pals 


Worſhip, as I have heard ſome do annufthe 0 
6 \ 


Deat 


they undergo. wa 


$. No, if Sin were remov'd from th 
Earth, there would he no more ſufferin "PE 


1 
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Der! 
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in it, than there is in Heaven, all tears 
would be wip'd from our Eyes, and there 
would be neither Pain nor Death. If 
therefore our Bleſſed Lord ſhall ſuffer, it 
muſt be for others Sin; and then the more 
he ſuffers the greater is his merit, and 
the perfecter the Satisfaction. Hence it 
was, that he voluntarily ſubmitted to ex- 
quiſite Torments, he ſharpen'd the very 
arrows of the Almighty, the Poiſon where- 
of drank up his Spirits, and aggravated 
the terrors of God which ſet themſelves 
in array againſt him. And thus it be- 


came God, who was to bring many Sons 


unto Glory, to make the Captain of our Sal- 
vation perfect through ſuffer ings. 


240 


Hence, it was that under a juſt 5, XC. 
Toe Sa'va- 


ad- ſenſe of Almighty vengeance demanding 2 rh 
rds full ſatisfaction in his ſingle perſon, for m. 


ASI 
and 
uta 
elty 
la lie 


det 


the Sins of the whole World, his Soul 


was dreadfully amaz'd and forrowful un- aut 
to Death, and his Body ſweat great drops Sacrifice. 
like Blood! and in his Agonies he cried 
to Heaven, and begg'd of his Father, it 
it were poſſible to let that bitter Cup 


pals from him. Was it not poſſible then 


all N . * 
1 God to reprieve his beloved Son, from 
tur the Shame, and Torment of a curſed 


Death? No it was not poſſible, ſuppoling 


tu the Salvation of the World was to be ac- 


10 


rins compliſh'd ; and that for the fame reaſon 


why 
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Col 1.15, 
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why the Apoſtle declares it impoſſible for 
the Blood of Bulls and Goats to take a- 
way Sin: Namely becauſe Sin requir' 
an infinite Satisfaction, and if the Son o 
God did not Die for it, it would remain 
unatton'd for; which Prayer of our Blel. 
ſed Lord and aſſertion of his Apoſtle, 
make it abundantly evident, that forgive. 
nefs of Sin, is no arbitrary thing, and 
that the Mercy of God cannot take place 
before his Juſtice be ſatisfied. For if all 
depended upon the Divine acceptation, 
the Blood of Bulls and Goats might have 
been as effectual as any other: And if 
it were eaſy for God to Pardon the World 
upon ſo cheap Conſiderations, I can' 
ſee what need there had been of any Sa. 
crifice at all, *Tis plain then, that tothe 
Divine acceptance, muſt be joyn'd an in- 
trinſick value in the Sacrifice, anſwerabl: 


to the Infinite demerit of Mankind, or elſe 


it will be ſtill impoſſible, as it was for 


the Blood of Bulls, for any other Blool| 
to purge the Conſcience, and waſh off the 


guilt of Sin: and ſuch an one is no where 


to be found but in him whoſe parti. 


cular Life is worth that of all the World 


And therefore there could be no Redemp- 


tion but through his Blood, who is the Imag! 
of the Inviſible God, the fir Born of ever) 
Creature by whom and for whom all thing 
were Created. The) 


| * 


|; Redemption, they difowne the Divinity 
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$. They who will not ſee the neceſſity 1 
of his Soul being made an offering for , 
Sin, but make his Sufferings terminate in ehrs erurh 
his own Perſon , ſeem to confirm the truth eee. 
of Iſaiah's Prophecy by denying it. Surz-Ch. 5 3.4 
ly he hath Born our Griefs and carried our“ 
Sorrows, yet we did eſteem him, Stricten, 
Smittea of God and Afflicted. Where, tho" 
he expreſſes the certainty of God's Con- 
demning Sin in the Fleſh, z. e. the Perſon 
of his Son; Who ( as he ſays,) wes woun- 
aed for onr Tranſgreſſions, and Bruiſed for our 
Iniquities, yet he Emphatically foretells, 
there ſhould be found thoſe who were 
Blind and obdurate enough to deny the 
Lord that Bought them; to fay that he 
fell under the diſpleaſure of God for his 
own Sins, as the ſews, or to eſteem him 
Stricken, Smitten of God and Afflicted, on 
ſome other perſonal account as fome at 
this Day. 

$. But it juſtly happens as a fate upon; xn. 
men given up to ſtrong deluſions; to fall The ab/ur; 
from one abſurdity to another, til! they ore oo 
bring upon themſelves thoſe conſequences | 
they indeavour to avoid. And thus the 
Pretended Patrons of the unity of God, 
Whillt by denying the Infinity of Chriſt's 


of his Perfon, are ford to introduce Ido 
ki fatry 
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latry on the one hand, or to mw 
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Chriſtianity on the other: cou! 
6. Xctv. - $. For if Chriſt be a meer Man; wh Nat 
They in- ſhall venture to give the Honour andthe 
Je F Glory which is the Prerogative of G diſp 
one band. tO any Creature? And yet the Scripturemif] 
aſcribes to Jeſus, the moſt eſſential A 
of Divine Worſhip, Prayer, Praiſe and to 
Thanksgiving; and the Apoſtles themſelvesther 
whoſe buſineſs it was to root out Id Idol 
latry from the World, upon this Hy poſſiſte 
theſis muſt be lookt upon as the Planten Wo 
and encouragers of it. It is to no purthow 
poſe for the Oppugners of his Divinttyrequ 
to acknowledge , That our Lord Jeſutas b 
Chriſt in Scripture is frequently ſtil'd God noui 
it all the Divinity they will allow be on Hor 
lactitious and acquir d. This, as it couldpart 
no ways excuſe his Worſhippers from Idoof A 
gatry, fo could it not reaſonably prevail Roc 
upon the Heathens, to change the objecita] 
of their Worſhip, if their Divinities w ertas tt 
of the ſame ſort, and ſprang up the fam vi 
way, that is, by the eminent Services they and 
had done the World while they liv'd upot 5. 
it, What Force or Authority, I pray hadtuc 
there been in St. Paul's reatoning, whetang 
he reproves the Calatians for W 'orſhip vere 
ping thoſe who by Nature were not Gods once 
it ac the ſame time he confirm'd the Adothar 


ration of one who was only a God bfef ! 
; Office! 


God with Mankind, &c- 67 


ce, Office? certainly all the arguments that 
La be urged againſt the Idolatry of the 
ho Nations, had come very improperly from 
ndthe Mouth of him, who ſhould in all his 
00 diſputes drop ſuch a warrant and com- 
ure miſſion for the Worſhipping a Creature. 
Cas $. Thoſe therefore who give Worſhip 5. xcv. 
ndto Chriſt if he be not one with the Fa- e. 
veßther, as he himſelf declares are guilty of Cbriſlis 
doIdolatry ; and they who, to be more con- at 0 
POſiſtent with themſelves refuſe him divine“ er. 
ter Worſhip, becauſe they underſtand not 
urthow a meer Man can hear our particular 
tfrequeſts, or ſuccour us at ſuch a diltance 
eſuas between Heaven and Earth, mult re- 
od nounce Chriſtianity, which obliges us to 
nh Honour the Son even as we Honour the 
uld Father, with the fame undiſtinguiſh'd acts 
doof Adoration. But this is not the only 
vai Rock they ſplic upon; but ſuch other fa- 
jectal wounds they give Religion hereby; 
"eras tend effectually ro destroy Piety, and 
ma virtuous Life, and to encourage Vice 
le and Libertiniſm in the World. 
pot d. Tis certain, the great ſprings of Ver- v 
nadtuc are thoſe vigorous paſſtions ot Love The Fetal 
hen and Fear, which compole ſoch a filial re- e,: 
up verence to God, as makes CVoedience at %% 
dsonce our duty and ode Happineſs: How: © 
do chat goes about to ſlacken tete firſt ſprings 

yol Duty, enervates all the powers of Re- 


a | 755 | 
E „ lig ion, 
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ligion, and gives force and encouragement 
to all the diſorderly paſſions and motions 


of Mans mind: As therefore nothing | 


heightens our reverence by giving wings 


to theſe paſſions of fear, and love of God | of 


like the Articles of the Incarnation, and | fe 
the ſatisfaction for our Sins, and juſtifica- | 0% 
tion of our Perſons, by his Son Jeſas of 
Chriſt, ſo nothing diſables theſe Holy paſſi- | eff: 


ons, and lays them groveling and impotent | 


like the denyal of theſe ſame truths. 
„ XCVnl. &. To conceive our ſelves as members 


1 %% of that Myſtical Body, whereof the Eter- kin 


Love and ; | 
Fear nal Son of God is the Head, gives us 


FGed. ſuch a figure in the Univerle, as makes us 
little lower than the Angels; but to con- 
ceive him giving himſelf a Sacrifice for this 
Body, and Exalting and Glorifying us to- 
gether with him, who had Sinn'd and 
undeſerv'd his Favour, ſpeaks ſuch an ex- 
ceſs of Love and Goodneſs in him, and 
in the Eternal purpoſes of God towards us 
as the Angels could never pretend ro. And 
is there any ſuch argument or incitement 


; * £ ; 1 , 
to Love as Love? But herein God com. 


mendea his Love towards us (lays the A- 
Rem, 5.8, F 


Chriſt Died for us; And in the ſame inſtance 
of his Love, he has expreil'd the grcat- 


poltle,) in that while we were yet Sinnes 


| Cons 


| 
| Chr; 


1 ke: 


elt motive of our fear: For who will ven. C 


ture upon the commiſſion of Sin that du. 


j 


Pave 
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ly conſiders the Infinite abhorrence God 
has declar'd againſt it, in ſhewing that no 
leſs a Sacrifice than the Death of his Be- 
loved Son was ſufficient to expiate the guilt 
of it. Certainly, nothing can quicken our 
fears, and promote our love, Gratitude and 
Obedience, and reſtrain us from the evil 
of Sin, if theſe Conſiderations fail of their 
effect. 

The Apoſtles therefore to recommend “. 
the Riches of Gods Grace, and to Mag- . 
nity the Love of God and Chriſt to Man- obe di- 
kind, never fail to repreſent it, by ©) Front 
giving himſelf And being given by! nis Fa- argument 
ther, as 4 Sacrifice for 45 „ aud naſbing us Chriſt's 
in His Blood: This is that Love of Chriſt A 


1 1 

which paſſeth knowledee. That Love whic 5 . 3.19. 
| conftraineth is to the returns of Love Duty c 

14. 1 Cor. 
and Obedience, and which certainly Will 6. 21. 
bring that Anuethema upon us denounc'd 
by St. Paul F we love not oar Lord "Jeſus 
Chriſt. And in like manner, they in- 
deavour from the confiderations ot the 
Wrath, and Vengeanze, and Terrours of the 
Lord againſt din, to periwade Men to 
Vertue and a Good Eile ec bia them 2. Cor. 5, 
to be reconcild to God, becauſe he hath made * 21. 
| Chriſt to be Sia and a Curſe for us who 
Tins no Sin: For the ſame 7 the 


nl Ualatians are upbraids | 4s P22; under the 


| paper of faſcination woo ſhould not obi the truth - 


ſe 3 0, for 2 85 


———_  . _ 
— — — 
— — 


70 The two Covenants ot 


before whoſe eyes Chriſt hath been evidently fet 
forth Crucified among them. Whereas all 


the arguments of this ſort had been an | 


Empty Brandiſhing of a Sword in the 
Air, and might have eaſily been retor- 


ted upon the Authors of them, if Chriſt 


had not been ſet forth as 4 propittation 

through Faith in his Blood. 
2 d. For if God ſent a meer Man into the 
lidiry sf World, as another Socrates, or Confuſius, 
thisargu- only to teach us Vertue by his Precepts, 
1 and to ſhew it practicable by his Ex- 
chrig ample, and for his Reward gave him a 
was « Name above every Name, that is the 
li, Name and Dignity of a God, the con. 
ſequence would be, that inſtead of his 


commending his Love to us in the Death 


of Chriſt, he only manifeſted an Infinite 
kindneſs to him, his Sufferings being de- 
ſign'd only with a by reſpe& to Man- 
kind, but chiefly as a ſtep to his own 
advancement. And ifthe Death of Chriſt 
was not propitiztory, but only argumer- 
tative, I fear its force would be turn'd the 
wrong way, it being a very odd perſwa- 


| 


five to Righteouſneſs, to recommend it 
by the greateſt ſufferings of the moſt 
Righteous Perſon, ſo that we may ſay Chriſt 
Died in vain, and notwithſtanding his 
Death we are like ro be {till in our Sins 
it this be all the effect of it. 
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d. Thus the great motive of Love to God 


and our Saviour is loſt: And for the ſame * 


reaſon, our fears of his Wrath and Diſplea- 
ſure vaniſh, and Sin will not appear ſo de- 
form'd and deſtructive an evil as has been 
imagined. For if God himſelf conceives no 
ſuch Indignation and Reſentment againſt 
Sin, but proteſſes himſelf ready to for- 
give it as eaſily as it ſhall be ask'd: If 
neither the eſſential Purity, and rectitude 
of his Nature, nor the Honour and vin- 
dication of his Laws, demand any fatiſ- 
faction to offended Juſtice : if the Enmity 
is only on the Sinners (ide, whileſt God 
intreats and importunes the World by his 
Ambaſſadors of peace, to be reconcil'd 
to him, what reaſon has Man to fear 


any effects of his Diſpleaſure? Nay if 


it be inconſiſtent with his Goodneſs (as 
ſome affirm) to provide Eternal puniſh- 
ments for temporary Sinners, what bridle 
is there left to contain Men in their Du- 
ties? unleſs it be a native Generoſity and 
propenſion to Vertue, which ('tis ſear'd) 
would be found in very ſew; eſpecially 
conſidering what {lender attractives there 
would be on the {ide of vertue, what poor 
incouragement to a righteous Lite, when 
we find our Saviour himlelr, to ſhew 
Gods way of dealing with his molt zea— 
lous Worſhippers, Perſecuted, alflicted, 

F 4 Lor— 
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Tormented, from his Cradle ro his 
Grave. 

$. It Righteouſneſs were to be baniſh 
from the World, it could not more et- 
fectually be done than by exhibiting God, 
as ſuch a Patron and rewarder of it; by 
repreſenting him as a God of ſuch Mer- 
cies and Bowels, as mult be applied to 
by the moſt Terrible Sufferings of the 
molt innocent Perſon, as if theſe were 
a proper ſuit, and application to the molt 
amiable attribute in the Deity. 

9. But I deſiſt from any farther deducti- 
on of Lamentable conſequences in this new 
found method of Salvation, ſo reflecting 
upon the Honour of God, the merits ot 
Chriſt, and ſo unſafe to be relied upon 
by Man. Let meonly oblerve from what 
Fountain ſuch impure ſtreams ariſe, which 
have thus defiled Religion, and lay down 
ſome cautions for our conduct, which may 
ſer ve as a guard againſt thelikePreſumprion, 

d. Now the firſt principle of all that 
$. ill. miſchief and confuſion, that has been 
e Ori- thrown upon the face of Religion, that 
5 of has troubled the order and Oeconomy of 
this and Our Salvation, and unravelPd the whole 


bee, deſign of the Bible, from the begining to 


$. cn. 


Pride and the end, is the vatural Pride of Mans 
Opinia- mind. That opintatrety which will make 

a ſu- 
pream 


e. reaſon a Competent decider, and 
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ream Judge of all the truths revealed 
by God in Holy writ: So that Faith ſhall 
proceed no farther than conducted by this 
Light, even in the mol} myſterious points 
of the Chriſtian Doctrine. Thus becauſe 
he Incarnation of the Son of God, is not 
omprehenſible by reaſon, in its modes 
and circumſtances, it ſhall be rejected as 
an impoſſibility. And the Divine Satiſ- 
faction, and whatever elſe depends upon 
che certainty of this truth, will fall under the 
neceſſity of the ſame fate : And the whole 
Bible ſhall be interpreted anew, or rather 
cruciated and diſtorted, to ſpeak the ſenſe 
of imaginative Men, 

d. Hence the great Founder and Patrons clv. 
of this New Scheme, has boldly declar'd, 47 
chat the reaſon why they believe the doct- Naas 
rine of the Goſpel true, is not barely be- the ſu- 
cauſe God hath faid ir, but they believe , 
certainly that God hath iaid it, becauſe they Truth. 
know 1t to be true. Which aſſertion 
bears fo hard upon the Divine veracity, 
and preſumes ſo much on the infallibili- 
ty of Humane reaſon, that it makes 
way for the denyal of moſt of the ar- 
ticles of our Faith. It they mult ſtay | 
to conſult the Oracle of Reaſon be- h 
fore they aſſent to a reveaPd Doct- | 
rine, tis a queſtion whether ſuch truths 
a5 the Creation of the World out of no- 
thing, 
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Tormented, from his Cradle ro his 
Grave. 

$. If Righteouſneſs were to be baniſht 
from the World, it could not more et- 
fectually be done than by exhibiting God, 
as ſuch a Patron and rewarder of it; by 
repreſenting him as a God of ſuch Mer- 
cies and Bowels, as mult be applied to 
by the moſt Terrible Sufferings of the 
molt innocent Perſon, as if theſe were 
a proper ſuit, and application to the mol! 
amiable attribute in the Deity. 

9. But I deſiſt from any farther deducti. 
on of Lamentable conſequences in this new 
found method of Salvation, ſo reflecting 
upon the Honour of God, the merits ot 


5. cu. 


Chriſt, and fo unſafe to be relied upon 


by Man. Let me only obſerve from what 
Fountain ſuch impure ſtreams ariſe, Which 
have thus defiled Religion, and lay down 
ſome cautions for our conduct, which may 


ſerveasa guard againſt thelikePreſumprion. I 


d. Now the firſt principle of all that 


$. CIR. miſchief and confuſion, that has beenÞ 


The Oi. thrown upon the face of Religion, that 
ginal | f 


cauſe or has troubled the order and Oeconomy of 
this and Our Salvation, and unravelPd the whole 


_— deſign of the Bible, from the begining to 


Pride and tlie end, is the natural Pride of Mans 
Opinia- mind. That opiniatrety which will make 

a ſu- 
pream 


re). reaſon a Competent decider, and 


God with Mankind, &c. 


ream Judge of all the truths revealed 


by God in Holy writ: So that Faith ſhall 


proceed no farther than conducted by this 
ight, even in the mol} myſterious points 


of the Chriſtian Doctrine. Thus becauſe 


he Incarnation of the Son of God, is not 
omprehenſible by reaſon, in its modes 
and circumſtances, it ſhall be rejected as 


an impoſſibility. And the Divine Satiſ- 
faction, and whatever elſe depends upon 


che certainty ofthis truth, will tall under the 
neceſſity of the ſame fate : And the whole 
Bible ſhall be interpreted anew, or rather 


cruciated and diſtorted, to ſpeak the ſenſe 


of imaginative Men. 


d. Hence the great Founder and Patron 5 cv. 


of this New Scheme, has boldly declar'd, bog 


chat the reaſon why they believe the doct- geafon 
rine of the Goſpel true, is not barely be- tbe ſu- 
cauſe God hath faid it, but they believe 27 , 
certainly that God hath ſaid it, becauſe they Trab. 


know nit to be true. Which aſſertion 


bears fo hard upon the Divine veracity, 
and preſumes ſo much on the infallibili- 
ty of Humane reaſon, that it makes 
way for the denyal of moſt of the ar- 
ticles of our Faith. If they mult ſtay 
to conſult the Oracle of Reaſon be- 
fore they aſſent to a reveab'd Doct- 
rine, tis a queſtion whether ſuch truths 
25 the Creation of tlie World out of no- 

thing, 
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ard of 
Faith. 


The two Covenants of 


thing, the deſtruction of the Earth at the 
laſt Day, and the Reſurection of the, 
Dead, can find credit enough to main. qu 
tain themſelves to their opinion ; for cer. fo 
tainly upon enquiry , Reaſon will be found of 
to have little to ſay for the proof of theſs ſp 
important verities : and no doubt tha... 
of Eternal Torment has of late found no tie 
better quarter, becauſe it was Condemn d en 
at this their Tribunal. | the 

d. *Tis upon the ſame bottom, that the mi 
Atheiſt denies all Religion, and the Deit . 9 
Will and to none reveal'd, becauſe they _ 
ſeem to bind and reſtrain kheir Extra va·¶ Ar 
gant and licentious Reaſons, becauſe the) u 
give Laws, to their corrupt and ungo-W£,,,. 
vern'd Appetites , which their Realony,,,, 
would fain perſwade them, belong'd tog the 
primitive and original Nature. But St gu 
Paul teaches us that there is a vaſt diffe- ng 
rence between the things taught by the Cr 
Wiſdom of Man and by the Holy Ghost G0 
For the things of the Spirit of God are fool. N hel 
zſhneſs to the natural Man, either can h for 
know them becauſe they are Spiritually di Ha! 
ceru d. ma 

d. Tis not therefore the external ev ;;. 
dence we have for the truth of out 
reveal'd Doctrine, but the Authority di ha. 
Revelation founded on the Divine vera for 


city which ought to be the meaſure and co. 
| | Stan 
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Standard of our Faith concerning it; the 
force whereof in matters of belief, is e- 
qual to that of any infallible concluſion 
from the moſt demonſtrative principles 
of Science; it being the fame God who 
ſpeaks by our Reaſons in the one caſe, 
and by his manifeſted Word in the o- 
ther * So that we might as well reſiſt tlie 
full light and conviction that reſult from 
the felt evident principles of our own 
minds, as diſpute any propolition after 
God has ſaid it. 
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& If it were leftto Men to chooſe the q, cvn. 


Articles of their Belief, or to preſcribe the 
rules of their practice, no doubt they 


Reaſon 
mud ſub- 
mit to 


would impoſe on themſelves nothing that rcvelarion 


was hard to be believ'd, any more than 
they would what was difficult to be done. 
But as it is God who has a right to com- 
mand the reſignation of the will of his 
Creatures to his Precepts, ſo the fame 
God has right to impole any points of 
believef on their underſtanding» Tis not 
tor us to demur, or reſiſt becauſe 'tis an 
hard ſaying, for 'tis the difficulty that 
makes the vertue, and entitles the obe- 
dience of our Faith to that Bleſſing which 
our Saviour has pronounc'd on them, chat 
having not ſeen have yet believed. There- 
fore let whatever is clearly reveal'd, be- 
come the immediate object of our 0 50 

On 
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becauſe reveaPd. Here let us fix our foot 
never to be removed: Tho' ten thou. 
ſand objections ſhould be urg'd againſt 
us, tho? reafon ſhould pretend the diffl. 
culty, the abſurdity, nay the impo ſlibi- 
lity and contradiction of the thing; Let 
us conclude that reaſon may err in its 
deductions: that the Object is too great 


and dazling, and the faculty too weakto 


make a clear diſcovery. Satis ſit pro 1. 
niverſis rationibus author Deas. | 
$ This conceſſion then we will extort 


Clear R. from our oppoſers, that a clear Revela. 


velat ion 
of the 


tion will juſtify and challenge our aſſent, 


ching ſuf: tho? we do not comprehend the manner 


ficient 
For our 
Faith, 
without 
under- 
Randing 
the man- 


ner, 


of the thing: and I think I have ſuffici. 
ently made out the Incarnation and Satif- 
faction from the Teſtimony of Scrip- 
ture, and at the ſame time aſſerted the 
truth of them from reaſon it ſelf: tho 
I preſume not to venture upon the cx- 
plication of what has always been ac- 
counted an ineomprehenſible myſtery, 
It I would have gone farther, the argu- 
ment might be ſtrengthned from the un- 
doubted Teſtimony of the Catholick 
Church up to the Apoſtles times, and 
from thoſe Fathers who liv*d neareſt the 
Apoſtles days, and were belt able to come 
at the meaning otany doubtful expreſſion 
in the Holy penmen. They have bang: 

8 
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d theſe truths to poſterity; and that 
hey obtain'd in the very infancy of the 
hurch, might be prov'd from the great 
dverſaries of Chriſtianity : The Objecti- 
bas of Celſus and Julian, Prophyry and 
Lucian againſt them, being ſo many 
anding Records and Monuments of their 
Truth. | 
d. What I have ſaid here might bes. CIX. 
applied to all the Myſterious Articles o 2 
pur Faith, the Incomprehenſibleneſs Faith an 
rhereof inſtead of arraigning the certainty ©2men 
pf their truth, ought to teach us to be 14%, 
Humble and Modeſt, to own the ſhort and Hu- 
ghtedneſs of our underſtandings, and to” 
ſubmit our reaſons as much as any of 
our faculties to the Wiſdom and Willot 
10d. 
d. But indeed the fault lies not ſo much ex 
1 our reaſons as our Wills; for *tis, as Conceitea 
ſaid, that natural Pride, and inbred prerenders 
ſtubbornneſs of our Souls, which makes ©97*45 
© unqualift- 
us ſo averſe and intractable to Divine edſubje, 
and Supernatural truths. Chriſtianity re- , 
3 i H. Kingdom 
quires a teachable temper, and willing +21 
diſpoſition in its profeſſors. Tis a ne- evinc'd 
celfary qualification of a true Diſciple 99 
Ariſt, to have a mind free from Carnal fc 
preſudices, and ſenſible propoſitions; and airy. 
condition of entring into his Kingdom, 
o receive it with the ſimplicity of a little 
Child 


n * : rr — 


* 

1 

i 
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l 
| 
| 
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Child; which was the cauſe that the Wiſe,hh« | 
and the Scribe, and the Diſputant, who madeſind 
the loudeſt Claims, and Pretenſions to rea. va, 
ſon, rejected the Goſpel as fooliſh andſtequ 
offenſive. ther 

22 $. Twas this ſpirit of pride, and con- ſiſt 1 
eroding ceit that infected the firſt ages of the|z Pe 
agesro Church, with monſtrous Errors and Bla. Hon 


#21149 ſphemies, and the fame leaven has prin-|with 
cipled all thoſe modern Schiſms, and He-jmies 
reſies that corrupt the Chriſtian Religi-|to tl 
on at this day. This it is that calls the|All 
Goſpel it ſelf and the Bleſſed Author of it|his b 


$. CXIIL 


to ſubmit to his ſecond Trial, at the 
bar of reaſon, as partial a Tribunal as 
ſhall not be 
God, he ſhall not fatisfy the Divine Ju- 
Na 
he ſhal again be accus'd of the 9 
Blaſphemies charg'd upon him by the 
malicious Jews, if being a Man he make: 


that of Pilate; and Chriſt 


ſtice, 1i Reaſon will not have it ſo. 


himſelf God. 


d. It will be in vain to plead in his 
behalf, that the Scripture affirms He i; 
the Lord from Heaven ; that ht hath laid 
the foundations of the Earth, and the Hes 


wvens are the work of his Hangas : 


he is frequently ſtyPd God, nay 


that 
that 


the molt diſtinguiſhing Characters of the 
Almighty, are aſcribed to him, as that 
Al: 


be is God over all Blefſed for Ever, 


p41 | 


of R 
to E 
wy 
and 

thus 
ers, 
dict: 
conc 
ſon. 
Aut 
clou 
fron 
ven; 
and 
niſh 
le 

y: 


God with Mankind, 8c. 
Tſe, he and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, 
ladeſind that the incommunicable title of Je- 
rea. lova, is attributed to him with the ſame 
andſtequency, and indifference as to the Fa- 
ther himſelf. It will be in vain to in— 
on. ſiſt upon his Character, as that he was 
thela Perſon far from uſurping any undue 
Bla- Honours, who yet maintain'd his unity 
rin- with the Father, to the face of his Ene- 
He. nies; and alſo Died for bearing teſtimony 
igi-to this truth of his being the Son of God. 
the All this, and whatever may be added in 
fit his behalf, will be overborn by the voice 
the of Reaſon, declaring it impoſſible for this 
as ſto be, becauſe God and Man can never 
bebe united in one perſon, 
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Jay and his Religion. *Tis not tor Diſciples 


At 


ought to 


eryſthus to uſurp a ſoveraignty over their Maſt- be ze 
the ers, and for Men to poſtpone the unerring n, 


ai4|cloud of Glory, which God has fenc'd 
from human eyes like the Ark of the Co- 
1at| venant, with precept and threatning, 
gat àznd made it as it were our Sin and Pu- 
het n{hment to behold them; We cannot 
acl ſce them and live: The larger diſcove- 
ty and diſplay of them .may be perhaps 


/ . 
WE, | 1 (wh 


ket (dictates of the Holy Ghoſt to the fallible Gp geſt 


concluſions of a trail, and erroneous Rea- lation co 


hislſon. There are ſome truths which like the 2 


1; Author of them ſtand ſurrounded with a 5th. 


$112 re- 
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the Word, and the Spirit, and theſe thre 
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reſerv'd, for the happineſs of the future 
World, and to be a part of the beatifick 
Viſion, but they ought to exerciſe our 
faith and humility and ſelf denyal at pre- 
ſent ; not entertain our curioſity and hy. 
mour of diſputing. Which plain and fim- 
ple vertues in relation to theſe truths 
will turn to an happier account, than 
the greater erudition of thoſe Men whoſ: 
reaſon ſerves to no better uſe than to de- 
ny them. 

§. We may learn from St. John what 
behaviour is ſutable to a Chriſtian in this 
reſpet; who ſpeaking of one of Do gc 
myſteries of Faith rhe Sacred Trinity; 
is content barely to affirm there are thre 
that bear Record in Heaven, the Fathe, 


are one. If the manner of this union had 
been a Doctrine our Mortal Nature could 
bear, we may preſume the Apoſtle would 
have explain'd himſelf; But the Spirit o 
God has thought fit to be ſilent in this 
matter. This 1s one of thoſe truths which 
dwell in light inacceſſible. Clouds and 
thick Darkneſs ſurround this mount 0f 
God, who hath ſet bounds to our pre- 
ſumption, and made it raſhneſs and mad- 
neſs to approach the borders of it. And 
who will venture here to be wife beyond 
what is written? to ruſh into the for- 

bidder 


* 
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bidden place, and with facrilegious confi- 
dence purſue his vain deſires, tho? the Fire 
and the Smoak, the Thunder, and the 
Lightning meet him in the way. 


d. Rather let the incomprehenlibles. cxv. 
mylteries of the Goſpel be the ſubjects of 


our Adoration and wonder, than of our 
ſcrutiny and diſquiſition. Let us learn 
from hence our own emptineſs and littleneſs, 


and let us employ that light, which we 


derive from God the Father of Lights, to 
the obedient belict of whatever he reveals. 
It cannot at prelent enter into our Hearts, 
what ſhall be our own Bleſſedneſs and per- 
fection in a ſtate of Glory: much leſs 


can we fathom the inſcrutable pertections 


ther of the Almighty ; and the pothibiliries 
bret of a Trinity and incarnation. But tho? 


theſe things tranſcend our capacities as 
to the manner of them; they contain o- 
thers more proportionate to our realons 
and deſires. Whilſt we cannot gaze 
upon the Sun, we may be warm by it's 
influence: and whillt the great and Myſte- 
rious Oeconomy of our Redemption, is too 
high for us in the eſſential reaſons of it, 
we may be happy in its effects, if with 


3 a . K 
nad-| humility, revereace and thankſgiving * XVI 


© The blef- | 
And] we embrace them. 2 25 | 


ond] d. Now the effects and conſequences of it an 


for-| ae our reconcilement With God and the Farms | 
ider (a pardon them. | 
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pardon of our Sins; His peace, and fa 
vour and friendſhip; the Graces of ou 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt and the fellowſhip | 
the Holy Ghoſt, Victory over Death ani 
Hell and the Bleſſed hopes of Immortality} 4 
Theſe are the proper ſubjects of our Co 
templation, and the eternal fountain 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving. Let our reaſon 
be abſorb'd in this Abyſs of Divine love 
and let all the faculties of our Souls eifel 
hauſt themſelves in the returns of gratſpbar 
tude and obedience to God and his Soſing 
Jeſus Chriſt; by whoſe Blood as of hyit! 
Lamb, without blemiſh and without ſpognte! 
we have been Redeem'd from our vaithe 
Converſation. Gov 
gh 
than 
here 
han 
iſe 
lte 
nd ( 
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fa : GEES 

ou 

| CHAP IL SECT: L 

an 

ity} General conſideration concerning the in- 

0 ſeratability of Divine providence, 

4 | 

{on Anſt thou by ſearching find out God, 

oOVe canſt thou find out the Almighty to per- 

; effetion ? is a queſtion put to Job (by To- 

ratſphar one of his friends) when complain- 

Soſing of his Miſeries, and expoſtulating 

of with God the Author of them: and 1s 

ſpohntended to ſignify how unſcrutable are 

vaithe methods of Divine Providence in the 

overament of the World: Which is as 
high as Heaven, what canſt thou do, der per Jol, 18. 
han Hell, what canſt thou know? the meaſure” * 
hereof is longer than the Earth and broader 
han the Sea. In which words the divine 

iſdom is elegantly, and juſtly repre- 

nted, acting with ſuch an infinite Scope 
nd Compals, as vaſtly exceeds the reach, 
nd graſp of an humane Underſtanding : 
ind therefore to think of giving a clear 
lution, to all thoſe difficult problems; 
oncerning God's proceedings, in the fram- 
ng and management of the World; would 
& both a vain and preſumptuous at- 
Bea | 

[Al 0 2 How- 
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$. However, the difficulty there is in| ſte 
diſcovering the deep, and ſecret Counſells| ma 
of the Almighty, ought by no means to 
be urg'd as an excuſe for our Lazineſs| Co 
and Inapplication in matters more pro- mi) 
portionate to our Reaſon: And our 1g. in 
orance of truths, important to our in hav 
tereſt, ought not to be cover'd with the wit 
plauſible names of Modeſty, and Humi|rich 
lity.God who always acts by the rules of 0 G04 
der, Reaſon, and Juſtice, is willing to hauf #s | 
the Equality of his ways, tryed by tif 8 
ſevereſt examination: and to this end hfly \ 
has given us deſires, and capacities 
knowledge, which the farther we implo 
in the reſearches of his wonderful Wi 
dom, whether in his Counſels, or Act 
ons relating to mankind, the Wiſer an 
the #/zppier we ſhall grow; the profoum Apo 
der w:ll be our Reverence, and the (trid{toat 
cr our Obedience. 

d. And therefore the Apoſtle makes 
his prayer for the Epheſians, that they mig 
be alle to comprehend with all Saints ti 


{ove of Chriſt which paſſes knomledge. A 
the Apoſtle himſelt falls into a ſacred rap? co 
ture and extaly in contemplating the m 
{terio} 


ht ( 


| Fa 
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ſterious conduct of Divine providence, in 
making the unbelief of the Jews and Gen- 
tils reciprocally ſubſer vient to each others 


| Converſion and Pardon. This ſtrange- 


mixture of God's wiſdom and o00dnels 
in concluding all in unbelief that he might 


in. have Mercy upon all, cannot be expreſſ'd 


without aſtoniſhment: 01 the 4. p:h of toe 


riches both of the wiſdom and the knowledge of 
J. How unſearchable are his Juda iments, and 


his ways paſt finding oat. 


d. What Tranſports here ſeize the H). RL 


ly Man, upon the diſcovery he has made? * 
much greater doubtleſs, 11 proportion to 
the greatneſs of the ſubject, than thote of 


Pythagoras, when upon the finding our a 
truth he had long ſought for, he facri- 


he'dan Hecatosub. In imitation of ths great 
unſApoltle, let us behold, and wonder at 
that Covenant of Mercy, winch God has 
etabli{h'd with Mankind upon the ruines 
{ that other Covenant, he made w en Our 


iofiirtt Parents: and Purinint ro what has 
been already diſcourt fd, USL as reigning unto Rom. 5. 


eath by. Adam?s Tranſgrefion, let us now 


ontempl ate n Pay 70 wee R 1ohte- 


| Lord 


d. Under which head, it will be nece Mary 7 
o conſider the diiterence of thele two Co- 
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them. 


Te fir? 


mas a Co- 


vent tion and ſecurity. 


Fuſtice. 


certain deſtiny either way, and was pre— 
par'd to expect his happinels, or miſery, 
from the iſſue of his own behaviour; 
This do and thou ſhalt Live; and the Soul 


that ſins ſhall Die, was the ſummary of his 
In 


Luke 10. 
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and that in reſpe& of the Duty, requir'd | 


the ſtrength that was given for the pertor. 
mance, and the Penalty and Reward an. 
next to the diſcharge or omiſſion of it: 
from whence we ſhall be able to infer, 
how much it was for the real intereſt of 


Mankind, to be concluded under Sin, 


that God might have mercy on them, by 
this new diſpenſation. | 
$. Now this difference will appear 


from the nature of the Covenants them: | 


ſelves. The firſt was a Covenant of 
JUSTICE ; its conditions were ſtrict 
and rigorous, and its penalries and recom- 
2 abſolute and indiſpenſable. The 
aw that was preſcrib'd to Man, was a 
ſyſtem of all vertues, and no rittle of it 
could be broken, without incurring the 
Puniſhment, that was ordain'd for its San- 
As he was made up- 
right, he was oblig'd to ſtand ſo; if he 
bow'd he fell; and if he fell, he fell down 
Dead. Here was no tribunal of Equity 
eſtabliſh'd, to ſoften, and mitigate the 
rigor of the Command, and interpret it 
in favour of the offender: He knew his 


duty and expectations, 


. inflexible and indiſpenſable, 


might attend the tranſgreſſion : 


God with Mankind, Kc. 35 


$. In this caſe where the Law was ſo J. VII. 
Adam's 


K We may light and 
preſume a righteous God afforded ſuffici- frengeh 


ent ſtrength to keep it and light to un- 7 4 
derſtand it; fo that he could not be an- 
ſwerable for any ill conſequences that /o/liceude 
and chern. 
Sinner muſt be put to confuſion, and left 
without excuſe. But then ſince he was 

left in the hands of his own Counſel to 
manage his light and ſtrength by him- 

ſelf, without any other direction, and aſ- 


ſiſtance, what Care and ſollicitude, what 


caution and conduct were requiſite to the 


perfect diſcharge of his Duty? Should his 
Reaſon but ſlumber, or his Strength be 
unexerted, and ſhould he not be conſtant- 
ly on his Guard he could not be free from 
danger. Should he give an car to the 
charms of his Senſes, or be taken up with 
contemplating his own perte*tions, and 
thereby give an 1nterruption to the exer- 
ciſe of his reaſon, and the contemplation 
of his duty, how hazardous was it that 
he might forget it? 

d. Beſides he had an adverſary to deals. VIII. 
with powerful and ſubtil, envious and de- % 
ceitful, againſt whoſe wiles and ftrata-'verſary ro 
gems he had no particular preſervative, 4! wh. 
tho? he was in general arm'd again{t him, 
by the dread of the puniſhment threat- 

G 4 ned 
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ned by God, whom he knew to be no 
deceiver. So that all things conſider'd, his 
ſtrength was fully ſufficient to preſerve 
him in his duty, and to render him inex- 
cuſable if he fail'd in it: But it was like 
a ſtrong fortreſs that might be eaſily bat- 
ter'd down, if it were not well defend- 
ed. 

b. M. d. Such conſiderations muſt needs exalt 

33 the New Covenant, God vouchſafed to 

„Core. make with Man upon the breach of the 

nant f former: Whichis quite of another nature, 

E being a Covenant of pure MERCY, 


ſounded upon more mild, and equitable 
reaſons, and better promiſes. The condi- 
tions of it are not an unſinning but ſin- 
cere obedience rendred eaſy and practi- 
cable, by the ſuccors of Heaven and the 
Grace and ſtrength of our Mediator. Here 
indeed we have no natural power to per— 
form the command, having forfeited that 
by the firſt tranſgreſſion; but what reaſon 
have we to complain of the Want of it, 
ſince we have our ſufficiency of God, and 
can do all things through Chri/# that 
ſtrengthens us? Ihe light of our minds 
is not fo ſtrong and vigorous as at firſt; 
but what are we the worſe for it, when 
we have as ſure a light to guide us in 
pur duty, being illuminated from above? 
We have no merits of our own to boaſt cf, 

and 
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and yet our reward is 9 purchasꝰd 
ſor us by the merits of our Redeemer, 
than what could be expected in a ſtate of 
pure and uncorrupted Nature. 

d. To be more particular, under this 
Covenant of Grace, God deals with us not7;; grac- 
s a ſtrict Maſter, paying us the exact ous conds- 
wages of our righteouſneſs, and iniquity Ader d. 
but as an indulgent Father, incouraging 
our little ſervices with Glorious hopes, 
and diſproportionate Rewards. Our dut 
is made conſiſtent with our manifold fail- 
ings, and infirmities; and an imperfect * 
obedience is imputed to us for RiFhte- 
ouſneſs. Neither do wilful and deliberate 
Sins conſign us immediately to Damnati- 
on; if we change the temper of our minds, 
and ſeize the opportunities of Repentance: 
for if we Sin in this manner, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, and he is the pro- 
pitiat ion our Sins. We are ſubject indeed 
to temptations from without and within, 
and we are oblig'd to combat with the 
World, the Devil and the Fleſh ; But un- 
der the conduct and banner of Chriſt the 
Captain of our Salvation we are thens. XI. 
Strongeſt, when we are Weakeſt, and in all TIO 
things are more tlau Congueroars through Pair of 
him that loved us. ght 

d. We might illuſtrate theſe two diffe- 


| . BY Grace il» 
rent Moral ſtates of Rignteo»fae/s, and infrared. 
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Grace by a parallel inſtance in Nature | the 
in the Perſons of Goliah and David. The 
one of a Gigantick Stature, and conſcious 
of his Mighty ſtrepgth, believes himlell] have 
invulnerable in his Armour, and undaun-| grſt 
tedly defies all his Enemies; when imme- us: 
diately an unexpected weapon aſſaults an} yy 
unguarded part, and leaves the proud} gin 
Philiſtin groveling on the ground: The} the 
other a Stripling, by his youth and weak] ,, f 
nels, moving pity in the Spectators, go 5. 
ing forth in the name of the Lord his God} Co 
and returning with Conqueſt and Glory read 
Which illuſtrates how much better and} yas 
ſecurer it is, to have our ſtrength lent us} for! 
upon occaſion. by him that is Almighty, cov. 
ſince he never fails to give it us When] 4 
"tis duly ask'd, than to be intruſted with} +1, 
ſuch an 1atire force at once, as might ren- Lad 
der us preſumptuous in our walking, and} She 
— in our fall. Po ; * 

8. XII. If then our ſteps are leſs ſlippery an 
2 our vertue ſafer . this & ee _ 
Dant a= . 3 
este MY of Salvation, why is it that Men are} t 
ter. ſo apt to cenſure God's proceedings, in in-] this 
volving poſterity in the Sin of their firſt 
Patents, and making Salvation a matter | gar 
of Grace and free Gift, which ſtood ſo wa- ; 
vering before upon the point of merit} ane 
from original Righteouſneſs ? What more | on 
Equal method would they ſubſtitute uf 
te 


* 
oP 
"0d 
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the room of this, which ſeems ſo great 
an hardſhip? Ican think of but two that 
can be alledg'd: Either that God ſhould 
have eſtabliſh'd his Covenant of Mercy 
firſt, if that was really ſo much better for 
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us: or elſe in his Covenant of juſtice, 


ſhould have ſuffer'd our firſt Parents to 
Sin only for themſelves , and have ſtopp'd 
the infection from ſpreading downwards 
to ſucceeding Generations. 

F. 1ſt. Why did not God Eſtabliſh his 
Covenant of Mercy firit? To Which a 


$. XIII. 


Why the 


lf 


ready anſwer may be return'd ; that this Covenane 


was not ſutable to the Divine wiſdom, 9% Mercy 


af not 


for many Reaſons; ſome of which are diſ- / eſta- 


coverable by us. 

This Covenant is a gracious diſpen- 
ſation made to the rigour of the primitive 
Law, on occaſion of Mans rebellion ; 
wherein a ſatisfaction being given to the 
juſtice of God, he tenders Mercy and Par- 
don to ſinful Creatures upon their Repen- 


| tance for paſt Sins, and an hearty return 


to their duty and obedience. But that 
this was not proper nor poſſible to be done 
ar firlt, will appear upon a ſtrict re— 
gard to the: Divine attributes. 

d. God is a pure and holy Eſſence, 


Je 


6. XIV 


Ane? 


and Sin is not only a ſtranger, but the able te 


only enemy to his Being: and if he cre- 
ates a race of Rational and Free creatures, 
15 


butes. 


the divine 
attyi- 


Viva" 
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it is that they ſhould be Holy as he is on. 
Holy; imitators of God as Dear Children: poſſ 
Whilſt Sin which I have ſhewn to be the | God 
greateſt ſtain and pollution to his Works, | fi 
and a deformity not to be endur'd in Na- | « h 
ture, ought not to be admitted fo much | & e 
as in ſuppoſition. So that leaving them“ E 
that Liberty, which was neceſſary to a me- | y 
ritorious Obedience, it ought to be re-“ V 
ſtrain'd with all poſſible bars and dif-]« p 
couragements from Sin. Man therefore | «© þ 
ſhould ſee nothing in theway of diſobedience | « / 
but terror and danger, precipices and tor- | & t 
ments, to terrify him from it, and if any | © F 

| thing more dreadful than Death and Hell | © x 

| could have been ſet before his Eyes, the | © q 

| neceſſity of his obedience had made the | © t 

c 
[ 
8 


ſanction neceſſary: and the reaſon is plain | « 
that if Sin were once admitted, the Work- | & x 
manſhip of God was ruin'd; and the Sin- | « 
ner mult either be intirely caſt out of | viſi 
rhe family of God by annihilation, or live | to | 
lor ever to attone his offended Jultice by | of 
| eternal Perdition : The firſt had been dil- | ſtic 
| honourable tor God, the 24. Miſerable | ſhe 
tor the Sinner. And yet one of them was | if t 
unavoidable, unleſs a Medium can be found | of 

„XV. to ſalve the Honour of God and ſatisfy | hac 


Hopes of . | 
;,mpunty for the Sin of Man. mo 


deftroy the S. This is the happy expedient which | ro 
Sar God has diſcover'd after Man's tranſgrefli- | ſuc 
. | On. 


a Law 


— — . —ñ1˖ͥ . — 
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on. But how 1s it poſſible he ſhould be 


poſſeſs'd with the hopes of it before? Had 


God vouchſafed to treat with him at his 
& firſt Creation in ſuch terms as theſe. Be- 
hold I am the Lord your God who have 
created you from nothing, in order to love, 
« Honour, and Obey me. I have given 
„you powers of Reaſon, Liberty, and 
« Will ſufficient for the diſcharge of a 
« perfect Duty. If you fail in your O- 
« bedience and Rebel againſt me, my Ju- 
i tice can accept nothing leſs than the E- 
© ternal puniſhment of your Souls and 
Bodies as a ſatisfaction; Death Tem- 
« poral and Eternal being the due wages 
& of Sin. However be not diſcourag'd at 
& this ſeverity, my Miſdom ſhall find an 
% expedient, it you ſhould tranſgreſs, to 
“ puniſh the Sin and yet to fave the 
“Sinner. Had God indulg'd ſuch a pro- 
viſion for Sin, he might have been faid 
to have tempted 44: to the Commiſſion 
of it, and to have anticipated the ſugge- 
{tion ofthe old ſerpent to the Woman, that 
ſhe ſhould not ſurely dy. For certainly 
if they could break through thoſe reſtraints 
of threatniag and danger wherewith God 
had guarded his Commandmeats, of how 
much lighter account would it have been 
ro have made a fally, where there was 
ſuch an avenue open'd to a vain curioſi- 

ty 


Lay 
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An abſur- 


dity in the 


ſuppoſits- | 
07s 


very Man 


bear his 
cron ini 
quity. 
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ty as might of it ſelf be inducement e. 
nough to have made the trial ? 

$- But there is an abſurdity in the very 
nature of the thing, ſince the hopes given 
of impunity deſtroy the very being of a 
Law, it being impoſſible to inforce obe- 


dience by a penalty which the Law pro- 


miſes to remit. The Law therefore muſt 
be ſtrengthned with its ſanction, leſt Sin 
taking occaſion (as St. Paul ſpeaks) by the 
impunity of the commandment {lay us: 
and the tranſgreſſion muſt ſubmit the cri- 
minal to the bar of Juſtice, and then it 
is in the Power of the lawgiver, to order 
the execution, or accept of a ſufficient 
ranſom: And this is what God has wiſe- 
ly and Mercitully done in the ſubſtituti- 
on of his only Son to bear the Sins of 
the whole World. 


ſpar'd his Son, by ſtopping the contagion 
of Adam's guilt from ſpreading to polte- 
rity, and lett every one to an{wer for his 
own behaviour? To which ſeveral things 
may be replied under theſe two conclu- 

ſions 
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ſions, that this method had not been fo 
ſutable for God, nor ſo beneficial to 
Man. e 
$. x. This had not been ſuitable tos. xvi, 
God. _ me- 
When we treat of God's procedure cent 
with relation to Man, we mult always wh the 
carry in our thoughts his implacable a- Feb 
b ; atws of 
verſion to Sin, and conſider its puniſh- Nature, 


ment, not ſo much the reſult of any ar- andthere- 


| bitrary decree, as the neceſſary ſatisfaQi-/** 4/5" 


; >. nourable 
on to his Juſtice : and from this princi- 0 God. 


ple we {hall ſee, how unſuitable it was 
for God to continue the firſt Covenant 
with the Sons of a ſinful Father. 

It we conſider what a ſuddain change 
of Nature ſucceeded Adam's Sin, we ſhall 
eaſily believe that God would never have 
brought ſuch a Curſe on the Earth, and 
thus blaſted a new created World, unleſs 
it had been inconſiſtent with his Wiſdom, 
and Juſtice, to ſuffer ſuch a Monſter asa 
dinner to inhabit a place of fo great per- 
fection. He would not have overturn'd 
the primitive condition of Nature, which 
was fitted for the production and increaſe 
ofthe Fruits of the Earth, without labour 
and tillage, if Sin had not obliged him 
to it. But ſuch a change being once in- 
troduc'd, the corrupted World was no more 


it for the entertainment of Righteous 
Men, 


* 
* —— ͤ— — — 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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5. XIX. 


The World 
- muſt have 
been go- 


vern'd 
by Mira- 
cles. 


The two Covenants of 


Men, than ſo perfect a World was fo] Wo 
the habitation of Sinners. So that if 4 ſtan 
dam's Sin had ſpread no farther, but hi tior 
Son had been born as upright as his Fal all 
ther was Created, he would have felt the] U 


had depended on the ſeaſons and temper Ma! 
of the Air, and Heavens; and the labouf due 
of his Hands, (which was too one part of Vc 
the Curſe,) had been often defeated by th Wh 
inclemency of the Climate: What ha bee; 
pineſs then for a righteous Man? whe Wo 
tho? the natural ſterility of the Eartſ t 
ſhould be remov'd by his toil and the ſwea Ele 
of his Brows, yet exceſſive Rains and to © 
immoderate Drought, Heat and Cold, witl 
Thunder and Lightning, Storms and Tem. and 
peſts would have often deſtroy'd the ex dou 
pected returns of the Husband-man? thai 

d. You ſay that God might have pre plict 
vented all theſe effects by making th que. 
Laws of motion obedient to the exigem Pro- 
cies and neceſſities of his Servants; iet 
true he might ſo; but then he muſt haveMor 
Multiplied his Laws, and Bann * Cy 11 

| orld 
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World by particular Wills, that is by a con- 
ſtant ſeries of Miracles, which is a ſuppoſi- 
tion not ſo conſiſtent with the Idea of an 
all. wiſe God, and the Simplicity of his ways. 

$. For this is not to be underſtood as if;, XX. 
there were only one Sinner and one righ- 7% 87 
teous Perſon, becauſe if the Covenant had 15 Cn. 
tal ſtood upon the ſame foot as it did with duct. 
uld Adam, rhe condition of every Man had 
ig] been equally hazardous: and tho" many 


lit might have maintain'd their ground in a 


ben 
ou 


th 


perfect Obedience, 'tis to be fear'd as 
many would have imitated the ill con- 
duct of their Father, and ſuffer'd Ship- 
wreck upon the fame Rock of offence. 
What a ſtrange diverlity mult there have 


14,4 been then, in the Government of the 
hed World, whileſt in a promiſcuous mixture 
art} of the Righteous and the Wicked, all the 


[pliciry of his Actings : 


proceedings, 


to chaſtiſe and afflict them, and manag'd 
with reſpect only to the other's happineſs 


Jand advantage? The Wildom of God 
doubtleſs would find a better Medium, 


than thus to trouble the Order and Sim- 
: and he has conſe- 
quently avoided ſuch harſh and perplex'd 
by aboliſhing the State 
of Juttice, that he might Subſtitute the 


more Gracious Covenant of Univerſal Mer- 
ey in its ſtead, 


H 


d- 2, But 
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d. 2. But beſides this, there was a great wh 


This me. er inconveniency ſtill which would mah clue 
thod bad this State not ſo beneficial to Man. For halthe 


been miſe- 


this Covenant remain'd in force, the con Rea 


Man. dition of thoſe that fell had been deſperaſlibe 


and irrecoverable. Adam and the unforti Bod 
nate part of his Poſterity had found no plaſyet 
for Repentance, tho' they had ſoughtſthe 
with Tears, but muſt have been loſt and nSpir; 
in'd to all Eternity like the Rebellious Athave 
gels; Being, of himſelf, as able to Creanow 
himſelf a New, as to reſtore his corruptLaw 
Nature, after the Image of God, in Rig 
teouſneſs, and true Holineſs. Which vthat 
eaſily appear upon View of thoſe changjn h 
Sin brought upon his Being; and the diſctontr 
der and impotence it introduc'd into all the > 
faculties. 10W 
$. His great Strength conſiſted Chiefrm | 
in that Order and Subject ion of his infqd the 
our to his higher Powers: Senſe, Appetheithe 
and Paſſion being perfectly under the cojnawa 
mand of his Will and the direction ofhÞoſe | 
Judgement: So that his mind was al wqon. 
Serene, and unclouded, and his Will ider, 
confin'd and perfectly free in its aCtinfhich 
His God and his Duty were ſtill uppermþodies. 
in his Thoughts: and his happineſs in hrce, 
uninterrupted Enjoyment ot the formfoken 
made the latter eligible and delighttve c 
Such a {tate as it was very Different frhme © 
* 


; 
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af what we feel at preſent, ſo we may con- 
clude 72pgfible, if his mind had been in 
the like ſubjection to his Body; and his 
o Reaſon could have been diſturb'd, and his 
Aliberty weakned by Pains or Pleaſures, by 
t Bodily Affections, or Senſual Deſires. And 


ayer what could have prevented all this, if 


ththe ungovernable Motion of his Blood and 

Spirits Communicated to his Brain, could 
\thave rais'd ſuch mutinies in his Soul, as are 
elnow the unavoidable conſequences of the 


ptfLaws and Union of the Soul and Body? 
$. From whence we may ſecurely infer 5, xn. 


18 


hat his Soul kept the reins of the Body 
gn her Hands, and was as abſolute in 


iſcontrolling or reſiſting the commotions of 


| the Nerves and Animal Spirits, as ſhe is 
ow in governing the movement of an 
vefirm : Aud that God in his favour, ſuſpend- 
at4d the Laws of motions at his deſire, that 
getfeither Pain nor Pleaſure might ſeize him 
coſnawares; nor any paſſion, or deſire diſcom- 
otÞoſe his Soul, or break in upon his atten- 
waon. But Sin entring confounded all this 
Il der, when God withdrawing his hand, 
tionfhich withheld the Natural influence of 
rmpodies, ſuffer'd them to exert their whole 
in$rce, and like a Sca, when the Banks are 
rmfoken down, to ruſh in, overflow, and 
hive confuſion and diſorder upon the whole 
frame of his Nature, 
vi H 2 To 
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5 Wye” $. To repair this breach was impoſlible 
ability for him, as being unable to recal the loſt 
to repair Power of his Soul, and prevail with God 
1. to Suſpend the Laws of Nature once more, | P. 
in behalf of a Criminal and a Rebel: He] S 
would be ſenſible of this Impotence, and 
be ſo far from endeavouring to recover him- 
ſelf, (it being a vain and hopeleſs attempt 
without the Grace of God) that he would 
ſeek his Happineſs in the Pleaſures of the Bo-| PY 
dy, and {till be ſinking lower into a ſtate 
Senſuality, Carnality, and Deviliſhneſs, til 
at laſt he fell into that Bo!/tomleſs Pit of M. 
erm prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 
8, % . Thus we ſhall conclude that one pan cs 
j of Mankind had been ruin'd without hope Seri 
kind had Or tenders, or conditions of Mercy : An 
veenri.. whileſt we admire the goodneſs of God to th 


complain' d oſ the rigor of it, as being doom}, 
to the fame irreverſible deltiny with tho 
>. XXVTI. Spirits that tell from higher ſtations, an 
7 had greater Capacities to ſtand. 
enant of © " 
grace al Fg. Whereas upon the Contract ma 
"—_— with Jeſas ior the Redemption of t| 
„%% World, Adam bimielf and all his Sinfullo 


enuttedto a 
r. ipring, were admitted to terms of Pard 
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8 and acceptance, and not only ſo, but intitu- 
1 led by theirnew obedience to a greater hap- 
„ | pineſs than what they forfeited. Which 
2] certainly is an ineſtimable advantage inthis 
4| State of Grace, | 105 
d. I know it has been commonly taught s. XXVvII. 


Rig 2 | SOUR TU . . And an 
that it Mankind had continued in a Sinleſs 5 


obedience after the expir'd term of an hap- exceedin 
1a 4 ae: 2 
py life on Earth, God would have tranlla— _ of 
ted them like Enoch and Elias into Heaven, e 
il to receive the Crown of their Righteouſneſs, ier. 
and to reign for Evermore. But by what 
Reaſon, or Authority they have been led to 
this concluſion, I do not underitand. The 
Scripture is ſilent in this matter, aud to at- 
firm that any Righteouſneſs of Men could 
have rais'd them to ſuch a degree ot Blils, 
is I think to diſparage the merits of the Son 
of God, by whom alone Life and lnmnorta- 
lity is brought to light in the Goſpel. Lis a 
Juſt and weighty obſervation that has been 
made by a Perſon of Exquiſite ſenſe and Pe- 
* netration, upon this matter; that our Lord 
“makes two diſtinct requeſts, the rf. for the 
, . I . '+ al 
„ Sxctification, and the 2d. for the Glorifica- Y.. '7: 
«C „ F his Diſciples: Fr Mich. ſays 17 5% 
tion Of his Dilcipies: From wWilich, lays 
nad“ he, we may reaſonably argue, that the ut- 
60 Gira , J. 210 
moſt Sanctification Human Nature is ca- 


Heaven, but that this is a title that riſes N. 6. 
ſimply, from che compact of our Lor'ds 23. 
Mediation. H 3 And 


"_. = 
* r 
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And this in my opinion is confirm'd by St, | fl 
Paultelling us that the Wages of Sin 15 Death, | ſu 
but the gift of God is Eternal Life through | 40 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: Whereas if an eter- OU 
nity of an Heavenly Life had been the pro- th 
per Mages or Reward of Righteouſneſs, as | . 
Eternal Death was of Sin, how natural had 1 

0 


been the compariſon ! which yet the Apoſtle 
ſeems induſtriouſly to avoid, to declare, | 48 
that this is the gif? of God beſtowed on 
Men purely on the account of the infinite 
Merits of our Redeemer. Now upon this Mi 
review of the benefits we reap, in our re. 
concilemept with God, by the mediation of 
his Son, we cannot but be fully convinc'd, 
how little reaſons we have to complain of 
the ſeverity of God, in comprehending al 
Mankind under the guilt of the firſt Man- Slat 
Tranſgreſſions. va 
XXVII. F. All that can be objected is, that our that 
+. 0 Nature 1s rendred weak and impotent, and 
75 weak- Our vertues hard and difficult by this change| 7 
ned and But then it ſhould be confider'd at the ſame] bis 


uten. time, whether the fruits we reap by ir, wil 105 d 
7eddfi- not overbalance theſe diſadvantages. Wef OT ! 
cult. are weak it's true, and very ſubject to fal, hs 

or a; 


whereas original Nature was vigorous and 


A : g k : . X | 
up Ay hail, and ſufficient of its ſelf to ſtand: but} Us let 


Gracious then great was the danger, and unſpeak- 
ieee able the ruine in this caſe of its fall: If 
Lond. could fall no more than once; but then i 
| 8 5 3 tumbles] 


1 


God with Mankind, cc. 
tumbles, like the Strength of Sampſon, with 


ſuch a weight upon its ſelf, as cruſhes, 


and batters it beyond recovery. Whereas 
our frequent failings and N are like 
thoſe of Children; they may bruiſe, and 
wound us for the Preſent, but *tis our own 
fault, if they prove Mortal, and Deſtructive. 
For provided we make any effort to riſe 
again, our Saviour kindly takes us by the 
hand, and whilſt he chides, and upbraids 
our negligence, he pities and relieves our 
Misfortunes, and cautions us againſt the 
like inadvertency for the tuture : He knows 


we can do nothing of our ſelves, and there- 


fore is always ready to afford us theſuccours 


of his Grace, and the aſſiſtance of his Spi- 
rit: And to ſhew his conſtant care and vi- 
gilance over our Souls, he delights torepreſent 
it by the Emblem of the good Shepherd, 
that Feeds, and Guides, and Governs his 
Flock, that defends them from being a prey 
to wild Beaits, that teaches them to know 
his Voice, and obey his Motions, and ac- 
cording to their reſpective wants, provides 
tor their Eaſe, Convenience and Safety: 
Which beſpeals fo extraordinary a concern 
for an humane Soul, as might juſtly make 
us ſeta great value upon our ſelves, were 
we not reltrain'd by the thoughts of our 
own unworthinets, which teach us to be 
Humble, 

II 4 


Again 
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' :pr99- we are aſſur'd that our light afflict ions] 
which are but Momentary, reſulting from Sw; 
that ſtruggle betwixt the dictates of Reaſon|( 
and the ſuggeſtions of the Spirit on one 


tion. 


Kad Smp- 145 an Eternal and Superlative upon Superlativ 


Bornv tg 
UTe{BaAnv 
did yto- 

Bros d- 


Fus. 


Cor. 2. 4. 
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d. Again our vertues we acknowledge got! 
3 are made difficult, and our duties more te- Glo 
great re. dious and painful, occaſion'd by that per- ed 
ward of petual Conflict, between the law of our 1ſt 
when af. Members, and our Mind; but then ?ris'this | wh: 
fut. difficulty that enhanſes the price of them: | for 
and the diverſity of our combats gives occa- | cud 
ſion to the variety of our Crowns: and we [he r 
have no reaſon to complain on this account, | & 
as long as certain Victory attends our firm | and 
reſolutions and perſeverance. Foy if we walk | God 
Gal. 5. in the Spirit, we ſhall not fulfil the luſts of the Glon 
AX Fleſh. thro 
nd the d. But then to anſwer all objections, and] Chr, 
infinite to ſilence every murmuring and complaint. C 


hand, and the indulgences of ſenſe and pro- 
penſions of appetite on the other, Mork for 


weight of Glory. 

F. If then Jeſus affords Eyes to the Blind the | 
and feet to the Lame, if he ſhews us ou Lor 
duty, andgives us ſtrength to practice it: . 


ind, 
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other till we arrive to Happineſs and 
Glory; If he is rhas willing, and able to do ex. 
reding abundantly for us above all that we tan 
ok or think, by that power that worketh in us, 
what have we farther to reply againft God 
ſor his proceedings with Mankind, in con- 
duding them under Sin and Unbelief, that 
he might have Mercy upon all ? 

d. Therefore let every mouth be ſtopp'd, q xxx1. 
and let all the World become guilty before C 
God, for all have Sinn 'd and come ſhort of his iumpb- 
Glory. Being juſtified freely by his Grace, ing in the 
through the Redemption that is in Jeſs 9479 f 
Chriſt : Who then ſhall ſeparate us from the love © © 

Chriſt : jhall Tribalation or Diſtreſs, or Per- 
fecution, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or 
Sword ? nay in all theſe things we are more than 
Conquerours through him that Loved us. Good 
reaſon therefore had St. Paul for his perſwa- 
hon, that neither Life nor Death, nor Angels 
mr Principalities,nor Powers,nor things 7 
mr things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any. 
other creature, can be able to ſeparate us fron 


the love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſas our 


out] Lord. | 

t: H d. Thus we ſee the infinite treaſures of 5. xxx, 
ts u Divine Mercy open'd in Jeſas Chriſt, wheres Leu. 

nies] by we become heirs of God, and joynt heirs ri 5 


Va 
net 
10 & 
Thel 


wth Chriſt, are infranchis'd into all the pri- world f 
vileges of his Kingdom, and made Citizens Te 
of the new Jeruſalem that is above. Here 

| | Mercy 


——— —— — 
. 


V nya, 


\ 
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Mercy Triumphs over Juſtice, free will is ey c 
put to confuſion, and no Man has any thing ;j, 
to boaſt of before God. So that the future] re 
World ſhall be a World of pure Mercy and| his 
Grace, and every Member of it from the 74 
firſt to the laſt Man ſhall aſcribe his Salva. God 
| tion to the good pleaſure of God through| ye 
the alone merits of his Son: And as the] vs | 
Elders are repreſented in the Revelation] ye 
ſball caſt their Crowns before his Throne and] God 
acknowledge, that he only is worthy to receiv d. 
Glory and Honour and Power, And that, upon tou. 
account of the Salvation as well as the Cre| of ( 
tion ofthe World. and 
Lz &, But will it not be objected here, thatſ to ſe 
*b2 Mer- tllis Mercy is not fo univerſal as is pretend · witl 
cy of God ed, and that this Salvation reaches but to a And 
5s mot u- {mall part of the World? For does not the cing 
— Scripture tell us that ſtrait is the Gate ani cone 
narrom is the way that leads to Life, and fen Rig 
Mat. 7. there be that find it? That the Election is nuf mag 
13. commenſurate io the V/ ocation!? Does not our 
_ ** Saviour give an affirmative anſwer to the] a 
” Perſon that asked him wherher but few ner hy 
Saved? When he bids him ffrive to ente ifhis 
in at the ſtrait Gate for many ſhall ſeek to ente heen 
in and ſhall not be able? In effect, does noi ſh q 
Luk 13. the Scripture conſtantly aſſure us, that the the 
number of thoſe that Periſh is greater — Ner 


that of the Predeſtinate? How then! 
this to be reconciPd with the infinite Mer] that 
1 e 4 


God with Mankind, 8&c. 10% 


cy of God, and that declar'd unwillingneſs 

that any ſhould Periſh, but that all ſhould come 

to repentance? How is this conſiſtent with 

his reveaPd will that all ſhould be ſaved 

and come to the Rnomledge of the Truth? Can ; 
God deſire or will any thing in vain ? or ſhall 5 9 
we ſay he colludes with us when he tells 1 Tim. 2: 
us he defires the Salvation of all Men, + 
when in reality he delires nothing leſs ? 

God forbid : © 

5. Certainly we ſhould be extreamly cau-, .... 

tious of entertaining ſuch unworthy notions The raſh» 
of God as can fer bounds to his Mercy %. 
and Goodneſs, which the Scripture exalts . * 
to ſo high a degree upon his reconcilement o ef God. 
with the World, by the Death of his Son: 
And it ſhould be the laſt and molt convin- 
cing evidence that ſhould force us to ſuch 
concluſions as make the benefits of CHriſt's 
Righteouſneſs leſs extenſive than tlie da- 
mages of Adam's Sin. 

d. Let us afficm then that Chriſt died for; Sur. 
all Men, even for thoſe who reap no fruits % 
by his Death but periſþ Everlaſtingly: And den 
if his Death was of that eMcacy, as to have 2% 
been delign'd even for thoſe that Periſh, % be- 
ſo dreadful an effect cannot be imputed to Cor 8. 
the will of God, or to any detect in the 11. 
Sacrifice, but to ſome other cauſe, Let it 
remain then a fix'd and immoveable truth 
that it is the will of God to have all Men 

| laved, 


* 
—— — — —— —— — — 
- Oo —— Jn = - 


— — ———— . - 2 1 * 
— — — * — — — — - OY - ——— - 


1 
n 


108 


The two Covenants of 


ſaved, that he takes no pleaſure in the 

death of a Sinner, and let us be aſſur{ 

that the Charity of Jeſus is incomprehen. 

ſible, and his Merit infinite, and yet at the 

ſame time let us own, that Multitudes d 

| Souls, which Chr: came to Ranſom, ary 
loſt Eternally. 

5. vu. F. Behold here a great difficulty which 

eee, whilſt ſome have endeavoured to aſſoyſſ 

dificutty they have fallen into ſuch inextricable mz. 

has occaſi· Zes and perplexities of Error as they could 

1%’ never get rid of, without invading the Hol, 

nour of God, and trampling upon his Mer|;. 

cy and Goodneſs to mankind. 

vn. 9. There is nothing fo fruitful as Error; 

The fruit · one falſe principle will lead to an Hundreq, G0 

| * Ys falſe concluſions; and when Men have ond vou 

| ſer out with a wrong biaſs, every ſtep theſany 

take carries them ſtill farther out of the waſ inter 

of Truth. This has been the mifortune in thq, lic 

preſent caſe. From partial views of thitney 

Nature of God, and too limited notions of hi, 

Agency and Government, they have form ven: 

ſuch Hypotheſes as undermine his very be. 

ing, deriving all the Torrent of evil, from grole 

the very fountain of Goodneſs, making ture 

the Gracious Father of mankind more bat guat 

baroys than the worſt of Tyranrs, nay evel] frult 

more Sanguinary and implacatl2 than thi the. 

Prince of Darkneſs, Which would neveſ jn b. 

have been done by Men pretending zeal 


to; 


God with Mankind, &c. 
ſor the Glory of God, had they attentively 
| ths conſulted the Idea of an infinitely perfect Be- 
wy lng, and not from miſtaken places of par- 
wen ticular Scriptures, form'd to themſelves 
ti principles inconſiſtent with the general te- 
£5 nor of the Goſpel, and contradictory to the 
a Nature and Attributes of the Almighty. 

. | F. Such is the Doctrine of the abſolute , 
nieſſgecree, which they ſay is gone out from all Th 


tog9 


oy, Erernity, whileſt the Children being yet un- le de. 


S. XXIX. 


e abſo- 


cree conſi- 


Evil, are fatally determin'd to a ſtate of Hap- 
Ho pineſs, or Miſery, no regard being had ro 
{er any motive or impulſive cauſe in the Per- 
ſons predeſtinated to Salvation or Damnati- 
fon, Who ſees not under the notion of ſuch 
aGod as this, rhe cruelty of a Saturn de- 
vouring his own Children, not out of 
[any jealouſy of being depos'd, or any other 
intereſt of his own; but meerly to gratify 
a kcentious and arbitrary Tyranny; which 
they wretchedly, and imptouſly call the 
"| manifeſttizg the Glory of his Jultice and his 
m q Vengeance? Who diſcovers not at the 
beſame time the inexorable fate of the 
OMStoicks, excluding all contingency from Na- 
iN ture, all liberty from the Souls of Men, eva- 


d 
dali cuating all the induſtry of Mankind, and 
Vel ſrultrating the exhortations and reproofs of 

the Goſpel? To fee Men thus bewildred 
Vl in pernicious errors, whilſt they labour by 
CA abſurd 


min, and incapable of doing either Good or 4rd. 


— — — — 
* — 2 


5. XL. 

The wild- 
neſs of the 
Doctrine, 
of the Su- 


\ 
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abſurd diſtinctions and falſe reaſonings t 


IT 


| 


caſt 


get out of them, confounding the order Rig 
ature rooting out the providence of Gol] tior 


and cuctingolf our very notions of Good ant 
Evil, Virtue and Vice, creates I know ng 
whether more horror at their Doctrine 
Compaſſion to their Weaknels. 

$. But that I may not be thought t 
ſpeak without reaſon, let us hear the Lan. 


d 


ven 
al f 
of f 
wor 
cum 


Puste of ſome of great names amongſt th; 
atrons of this wild Divinity: If Manki 


_— «© fays St. Auſtin, which was firſt Creat 


ſhould arbitrarily Damn the Bleſſed Vir 


would be ſo far from complaining, # 


: 
©/ from nothing, were Born in a ſtate neithe 


ce of Sin, nor Death, and yet the Almighty 
cc Creator ſhould Damn ſome of them Etrer. 


© nally, who could find fault with him or 


figh 
port 
God 
to tl 
term 


Doc 


& this account? ſince he who gave then Sr 
ce their being, had power to give it for whaſderſt 
© end he pleas'd. As if the Dominion ofrell a 
God were ſo abſolute over his creatures] | 
that he could, without regard to his Attri|Repr 
butes, Create them for Damnation: Of theſ»atzo 
ſame ſtrain is that of the Schools, afſer{there 


ting, that God would not be unjuſt, if ht 


gin to eternal Torments, without any con. 


ſideration of Sin, and that if any juſt pet 


ſon were ſo undeſervedly Condemn d, ht 


to thank God for making him the Objed 
of his Divine Juſtice, "That God Can 


Cal 


aller 
exiny 


A 1 


noug 
defor 


St 
r 
0d, 
and 
nat 
e (1 


termine him to the Sin: 
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caſt all the Bleſſed out of Heaven, and the 
Righteous into Hell, without any imputa- 
tion of injury and Injultice. 


$. The Sublapſarian I confeſs does not 
venture fo far, without laying an artifici- 
al foundation in Sin, when God by an act 
of preſcience forſeeing what ſuch a Perſon 
would do, if plac'd in ſuch, and ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, Condemns him upon that fore- 
fight : but this is but two ſlender a ſup- 
port for the impiety of the Doctrine, when 
God is confeſs'd to determine the Perſon 
to thoſe circumſtances, which infalibly de- 
And ſince the 
Doctrine is, in the main, the ſame, the 


nen|Supr alapſarian and Sublapſarian Doctors, un- 
hal derſtand one another better, than to quar- 


1 


rell about a meer Punctilio And whether 


res}Si2 be the Conſequence of Reprobation, or 
ttri{Reprobation the Conſequence of Predeter mi- 
f the nation, God will be all in all in fault: And 
ſſerſ therefore Calvin had Good reaſon for his 


f he 
Vir- 


ON: 
pet: 


aſſertion. Debet quis ſtulteſcere, & ſenſu 
exinaniri qui in cæliſti Schold vult hic proficere. 


A Man muſt grom a fool, aud diveſt himſelf 


of common ſenſe, before he can be a proficient 


„ It 


„ 4 
oed 
Can 


Cal 


m this School. Which is confeſſion e- 
nough that we mult give up our reaſons, 
defore we can be brought to acknowledge 

a 
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a Doctrine, ſo contradictory to the In 
light, and conviction of our minds. 
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XI. F. But this muſt needs be the fate 

* Men that will not inlarge their prof] 

rors. andat once conſider the Divine Nature q ... 
Attributes, together with the manifeſtqhst, 
on he has given of himſelf in his Word. 
thus reaſon would have taught them, wh d. 
the Scriptures confirm, that he is a Carne 
of pure Love, and infinite Goodneſs; thrang 
hates not any of his Creatures; but deligjnd R 
in the perfection and happineſs of eyuilt 
thing he has made: And if any doubtſtions 
expreſſions in his holy Word, ſhould ſelatic 
to authorize any other opinion, it oupe w 
to be interpreted to ſuch a found ſenſqore 
was conſiſtent with the Idea of the moſt ppiſiti 
fect Being. From ſuch a conduct ſſted, 
Noble principles might be diſcover'd, nſe, 
would give the Glory to God. that is du 
bim, and repreſent him as the moſt Eqpeno 
table, and amiable, as well as juſt4da £ 
holy Being. Whereas by eſtabliſhing 14%# 
on halk-ſighted views, Erroneous prittron 
ples pregnant with abſurd, and dangertrs; 
conſequences, and concluſions, they htligic 
in a great meaſure level'd the belt inſtitſereti 
on inthe World, with the Rapſhody of nta! 
homet, and voided all the promiſes of ples 


Go lail 
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oſpel to our Faith, and Repentance, by 3 
Turkiſh Predeſtination. Which has gi- RA 
en a very Jult occa ſion to thoſe ſevere re- dogmare 


exions they have met with on this ſcore, % ] 
tur et pal. 

i | . pent ur ip- 

Satanæ ungulæ (9 cornua, Hoc Calvinus d anavit, Matchiavellus v1. 


vit, ſed Diabolus wpſe inerementum de dit. CalvinusJurizans, &c. 


t 


wh $. Nor is it any wonder that great and 5. XL 
Ther ori- 


Garned Men ſhould be the founders of ne. 
tjrange and abſurd Syſtems, in Spiritual, . 
gad Religious affairs, when once they have 
2yquilt upon Error, and fix'd ſuch propo- 
btſtions for Poſtulates and A4xioms as have no 
ſelation to Truth: For if looking into 
due works of Nature, where the Scene lies 
aſgore open to our eye, and where the diſ- 
ſt ppiſitions of Reaſon might be greatly aſ- 
: fiſted, and ſupported by obſervations of 
d, nſe, we find ſuch cookis'd and incohe- 
lugat Hypotheſes, laid down to explain the 
enomena of the viſible World, as temp- 
a great Man to ſay, there was no Paradox 
ng Ard and Monſtrous, but has had for its 
priqktron and Aſſertor one or other of the Philoſo- 
rerers; We need not be ſurpriz d to find 
; heligion ſo deform'd with Monſtrous and 
ſtitſeretical Opinions, as that the tunda- 
of kentals of it ſhould be overthrown by prin- 
of ples and tenets pretending to aſſert and 


Golplain them. | 5 
1 d. But 
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. XLIV. 6. But yet they were not ſo unpardo. 
Pb aable upon this account in Ancient 
h . 
and Div: times, when they reaſon'd upon ſhort hints} of 
nity for- and inaccurate gueſſes, and Philoſophy wa ill- 
e neither reduc'd to regular ſyſtems, no cei 
cable. corrected by trains of Experiments: II fo 
like manner grains of allowance ſhould di ex: 
given to Men juſt emerg'd out of thy for 
Darkneſs of Error and Superſtition, if thei] of | 
Imaginations, ſome time after, retain'd th; bol 
impreſſion of black Thoughts, and uncoutl the 
Chimcera's: But no fair Apology can tithe 
made for one or other at preſent, if tha m 
Firſt, after ſo many hundred Years improvqnab] 
ments, remain ſtill under a profound ig Ca 
norance of Nature, as to the frame and God 
| peration of things, and if the Latter ſhaJtion; 
| be ſtill deforming Religion which Shinging, 
with ſo rational, and unſpotted a Luſtrghe v 
with horrible and unnatural repreſentatiombut 7 
S. XLV F. But now tho the cauſe of theſe Epurſi 
The dan- rors both in Natural, and Spiritual thinghe re 
2 be the fame viz, Pertinacious Blindnelfnce 
and Stupidiry of Mind; the conſequencpleas' 
of them are very different, and the daqn int 
ger unequal: and infinitely more diſtruff we 
and caution ſhould be obſerv*d, in ſo weighotia 
ty matters as concern the Honour of Goſmake 
and influence on the Salvation, and happhinior 
neſs of Man, than in thoſe of meer ſpeculſathei 


tion: | rocee 
6 


God with Mankind, &c: 
10 


2nt| d. For example, the Ptolemarick ſyſtem 
ts] of the World ſo long receiv'd, wasa very 
vaj ill-joynted piece of Philoſophy ; that incon- 
noſ ceivable hurry the primum Mobile gave to 

| ſo many ſolid Spheres, together with theit 
| by excentrick Orbes, and Epicycles, to account 
thi for the Planetary motions and irregularity 
hei of the Solar courſe, might caſily tempt ſo 
thi bold a Man as Alphexſo to find fault with 
uth the make of the World, and to arraign 
d the Wiſdom of God, for Creating it in ſuch 
tha manner: But ſhould he, or any reaſo- 
ovgnable Man, ſurvey the. ſyſtem given by the 
ig Calviniſts to the Spiritual World, and ſee 
dq God governing rational Creatures, by irra- 
{hijtional Laws, and Puniſhing and Reward- 


6. XI VI. 


Exempli- 


fied in the 
Ptolema- 
ich and 
Calvini 


ſyſtem. 


unging, by no ſtandard of merit, or demerit,, 


{trghe would not only pronounce him Uwe, 
ionſdut Dj aſt in the higheſt degree; and if he 
Epurſued his reflexions on the whole ſcheme, 
lingthe reſult would be to renounce all obedi- 
nelpnce to ſuch a Maſter, and live as beſt 
2ncleas'd himſelf, Which being ſo natural 
daqin inference to a free, and impartial mind, 
ſtruff we could ſuppoſe it poſſeſs'd with ſuch 
eighotians of a Deity, ſhould be of force, to 
Goqnake the Authors of ſuch dangerous O- 
apppinions give them up, and relf ſatisfied, 
culfather in a confeſsd ignorance ol the Divine 

roceedings, than venture upon maintain— 


1.9 ing 


— —— <a oo — — uw — 
— bs 4. 2 


gerous Cree, aſſigning to particular Men Salvati. 
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ing ſuch paradoxes, as rendred God the 
greateſt of Tyrants, and Man the moſt 


miſerable of {laves. ; 
Foy ay $. Suppoſe we but that irrevocable De. 
conſequen on, and Damnation, antecedent to any re 
ce, gard of their Contumacy, or Obedience, 


and what deſperate conſequences will nal 


follow ? 
Man a $. The firſt is confeſs'd that Man is diveſt 
neces) ed of all liberty of acting, and is neceſſar 
kenn ly determin'd in all he does: And if ſo 


Vertue and Religion vaniſh of courſe, 
cauſe being bound in invincible Chains, a 
endeavour is vain and ſuperfluous: For 
what end ſhould a Man ſtrive to ſecure 


Heaven, or to avoid an Hell, to which q 


was infallibly fated before he was Born, 2 
whatever he can do, can neither way pr 
mote nor hinder! 


6. God commands us, indeed, to wo 


pole 
of w 
Was 


rect] 
pr ed: 
end, 


out our own Salvation, and offers to alſeque 


the means of Grace, and the hopes of Gl 


ry, in the Goſpel: But is he in carneltfwretc 


Has he not before excluded the greateſt p 
HypY/ of thoſe he addreſſes to fromthe poſſibility 


and collu- x < 
fion char. Mercy? And is not this Hypocriſy, a 
"a on colluſion, to pretend one thing and deſ 

04, 


Sarcaſtical deception, to invite Men to | 


P 


re bi 
d. 

relu!: 

arqu 


another? Navis it not the molt Fatal agtendi. 
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he] poſſible Conditions of Pardon, and then to 
| damn them for not obeying them? 

Is not this deception too attended.with Cruelty 
| the greateſt Cruelty and Injuſtice, to pu- 
ti niſh them Eternally for their Diſobedience, 

re| when it was his own Decree that was the 

cel cauſe of it ? 

nal And is there leſs imprudence obſer- Feb. 
vable in the great care and concern he takes 

ef} (at leaſt ſeems to take) for the Salvation of 

ary thole whom he predeſtin'd irrecoverably- 

fo} to periſh? For what would be greater Le- 

vity and Folly even in a Man, than to ex- 

, a} poſe himſelt by a buſy and ſollicitous attempt 

r i of what he and all the World were convinc'd 

e ij was impoſſible to be effected? 

hu Does not this Doctrine make God di- 

an tectly the Author of Sin? For the Decree G14 made 
predeſtining to the means as well as to the *7* 4% 
end, predeſtines him no lets to Sia than it x EL 
does to Damnation. *T would be too tedi- 
ous to mention all thole horrible con- 
> alſequences of this Doctrine, which are but 
'Glymade worle and more execrable by thoſe 
neſtfwretched Subtertuges, and Evalions, which 
t paare brought to ſalve them, 


7 
iN. 


§. XI unt. 


ityf d. Wharl chiefly intend is to expoſe that / . 


auſpreſumptive ignorance of conceited Men im- ur ro be 
eſgbarquing in ſo unſound a bottom, who pre- 


: R 4171 {ucl, 
1 aÞending co unvail the myſterious deſigus of. 


od, build upon precarious aud ſelt-con- 
13 tra- 
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tradictory principles, a frightful Syſtem of 


Blaſphemous, and horrible Concluſions. If] Pt 


account for his proceedings, they ſhould 


ſturb'd the World with their Melancholy 


„„ XLIX. 
A diſcove . 
u of the 
true prin- 
_— of 
The nat u- 
ral World 
matter of 
wonder. 
„ 


ſuch others could not be diſcover'd by them, 
as, with a ſalvo to the honour of God, could 


have been contented to be ſilent till a more 
favourable opportunity, and not have di. 
you "—" ſo 

. The foremention'd Royal Aftronome dy 
upon a diligent ſurvey ofthe perplexity, and 
confuſion reigning in the P zolemazrck ſy ſten 
of the Heavenly motions, might readily con 
clude, the Wiſdom of God unequal to hi 
Power, and that if this was the reſult of h 
Labour, he ſeem'd puzzled in the contri 
vance, being forc'd to multiply unneceſſi 
ry motions, when an eaſier and moreſimp 
Order would have done the work as we 
But had he lived to theſe days, and ſeent 
Phænomena of the planetary Syſtem, and ev 
of the great Univerſe, accounted for, by fo 
few, and general principles; the firſt an 
principal whereof, is the Attraction or Gr 
vitation of Bodies, he would have chang 
his Cenſure into Extaſy and Wonder: H 
would, with the profoundeſt humility, ha 
ador'd the Divine Wiſdom, acting in Nu 
ber, Weight and Meaſure, and adjuſting hi 
ſimple, and uniform Laws of natural mort 
ie ee ri 


| he does not govern the World by arbitrary, 


on, to the moſt nice and Mathematical 


| implacable, the moſt amiable and adorable 
| Being, 
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proportions: 


— ee cn — — . 
—— —— 
— _— —ͤ— ——— 


$. And in like manner, if inſtead of thoſe $- L- 
abſurd, perplext and unaccountable Laws of e 
Morality, and Grace, which bold Men have ee of 
obtruded upon God, they could but ſee by e. 


what Orders, and Laws he really acts, his 


*| Goodneſs, and Wiſdom would ſhine with 


ſo Glorious a luſtre, as muſt baniſh all clou- 
dy and diſmal Ideas from their Minds, and | 
repreſent him inſtead of the moſt terrible and | | 


d. They would then manifeſtly ſee that 


but equitable Decrees ; that he does not 
collude with his creatures in doing one 
thing, and pretending another: That he has 
not two ſorts of wills, a ſecret contradictory 
to his reveaPd; that in a word he is the Lo- 
ver of Souls, and deſirous that all ſhould 
be ſaved: and has done whatever was con- 
ſiſtent with his infinite Wiſdom to this end. 
In fo much that they who finally periſh 
muſt be left without Apology, and ownthe 
Righteouſneſs and Goodnels of God even 
in their own Condemnation. | 


I 4 d. What- 


22 ——— H—— —äDäãů— —— — —— — — -— ©. 
— — 
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FH... . Whether or no any Man has yet been 
82 ſo happy as to diſcover infallible principles 
commonhj abounding with ſo neceſſary a ſcience, and 
5 _ ſolving all the difficulties of the Goſpel I can. 

not determine but confeſs I ſhould be glad 
to find ſo reaſonable ſatisfaction in any of 
thoſe that are commonly receiv'd. 


$- LI. 


4 d. The mighty engine that has been 


dune ef brought to remove Mountains of difficulties 
Middle upon this ſubject, (which is ſaid to be inven- 
Science ted by the Jeſuits, and afterwards was im: 
con ſider d. , . 
Theyſes ploy d by the Remonſtrants in the attack 
up two of the Abſolute Decree)is the Divine preſci. 
„ ence of future contingencies, which they 
one more . * # 0 . 
general term conditionate or miaale Science, by 
Rſs which God knows, what Angels, and Men 
ee . would freely do, if plac'd in ſuch an orde 
deter. of things; and upon foreſight of the variou 
mes io determinations of free-will, and the good o 
Save the : : 2 
B-/izy. ill uſe of it, (or in other words upon thei! 
ing, and foreſeen Faith or incredulity) juſtly predeſts 
% Damm gates fome to Life others to Death 1 
the Un- ; 
helievine This has been thoughta ſufficient ſecurity t 
part of the the Honour and juſtice of God, in the EleGt 


World. 


{WWhich i: On and Reprobation of his Creatures, a 


ereeable neither preceding, nor influencing human 


, 
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en Liberty, but rather following and depend- 

es ing on it. But to a conſidering Man there 

ad | will appear ſo much Difficulty in this Hypo- 

n. theſis, that it will be as hard toacquieſce in 

ad | jt as the other. LAN 

of | b. It muſt at leaſt be confeſs d, that a cer-,, ry. 
tain Preſcience of future Contingences, ne- Preſc:- 
ver fails to perplex inquiſitive Minds, by π. . 
en | involving them in a conſequential Neceſſity prog, wt 
es, | of Action; when they have been at the plexing 
en-| pains of aſcertaining their Liberty by reject- on. 
m · 10g a direct one in the abſolute Decrees : and 

ack| therefore it will not be time loſt to conſider 

ſci. the root of Contingency, and obſerve what 

= relation 1t has to the Divine Underſtand- 

ung. 

flea} g. Now in contemplating thoſe relations, IIv. 
det} which Truth in General bears to the Eter- An nqui- 
owl nal Mind, we ſhall diſcover different or- Ye _ 
1 of ders, or gradations of it: not in reſpect of I d. 
nel the certainty of the Divine Knowledge; gen: 

eſtif (for there is no conjectural, probable, fal- Haul 
nal lible, or imperfe& Knowledge in God) but 

in reſpect to the nature of Truths, and 

the different foundations they ſtand upon. 

d. Truth at firſt divides it felt into two; ry. 
ant great Chanels, as proceeding from two The Di- 
er inexhauſtible fountains : The Divine Un- % 
derſtanding, and Divine Will. The firlt ,,9 70, 


Branch flows with Truths, that reſult from de fem 
rainms 


plex 


the ſimple Ideas of things, and their Com- __ 


— — ——— ́ — — 


i! 
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plex relations: and relations of relations a 

inſinitum, which ſubſiſting Eternally in the 

Divine Mind, have a neceſſary exiſtence ef 

Whatever truths are of this Order, it is wh 

| not in the Power of God to determine one 

| way or other, becauſe they partake of the obl 

very Eſſence and Nature of God him. 

felt: and conſequently bear the charaQter 

of Neceſſary and Eternal Truths. In this 

Claſs there is no place for contingency, be. c 

cauſe every Eternal truth, was always a 

Neceſlary one, and ever will be. 

d. Since therefore Contingent truth canna (- 

. IVI. be ſubjected eternally in the Divine Intelled 

— the Queſtion is whether it can be intro. 

Truth not duc'd in Time: Any Addition, tho? but 

— * of one ſingle truth, ſeems to infer a prece- 

je da in ding imperfection in the Divine knowledge, 

| „be Di- and render it leſs than Infinite: Beſides it 0 

ö ed is not eaſy to conceive how God can ref. 

whether ceive inſtruction from any creature, or arriu nut 

ö | #remnbe to a Knowledge, which he was not eternal ſtan 
1 in, ly poſſeſs'd of: Or if there was no difficulty] 

| in that, yet it would be hard to give any toſ ab 

lerable reaſon, why any one moment , 11 
the Endleſs duration ſhould be aſſign'd foſ 

it rather than another Did it happen inti him 

the Divine Intellect by Chance, as acciden ig h 

tal notices ſometimes, unexpectedly ſtrike not 


a Cr eated Mind? It would be the utmot . 
pitch of folly to affiirm it. Did it ariſe Frod | 


# 
th. 


100 
ror} 


l 
| 
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the nature of the thing which was to exiſt 
contingently in Time? If fo, then as was ſaid 
before, ſince no argument can be given 
why this knowledge ſhould take its date 
from any aſhgn'd moment, we ſhall be 
obliged to trace it up to Eternity: which 


makes it a neceſſary truth, and deſtroys 


the ſuppolition of contingency. And yet I 
ſee not how this will be avoided whilſt we 
ſeek for contingent Truths in the divine 
underſtanding, unleſs we commit as great 
an abſurdity in limiting the Knowledge of 
God to certain periods of Time, and make 
him who is his own Light, and the Light 
of every Created Intelligence, go out of «| 


| himſelf for his inſtruction, and be indebted 


for a perfection to any thing he has Cre- 


"| ated. | 


9. Hitherto the preſcience of contingen- 5. LVIL 
cies does not appear, becauſe whatever Preſci- 


. ence of 
truths God fees in his own Eternal Under- contim- 


| ſtanding, are neceſſary in their Nature: genc#es 


and whatever is ſo, can in no ſenſe be alte- —_ 


rable, or contingent. The truths which ere. 
he knows Eternally, he neceſſarily knows; 
and if all ſorts of Truths are intelligible by 


him in this manner, he will be as neceſſary 
in his Actions as he is in his Exiſtence; and, 
not to ſay, Man will not have a Power over 


bis own will, even God will not be left a Free 


Agent or indifferent in his External operati- 


Ons. 
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ons. If therefore there be any ſuch thing az 
Contingency, or a Contingent truth, wemuſt 
ſeek its wa, 7-9 ſome where elſe, than in the 
Divine Underſtanding. 
5. d. Let us contemplate then, the other 
Ae exuberant Fountain of Truths, the Divine 
original of Will; and try if the original of Contingen. 
Contin- cy be not more likely to be diſcover'( 
8 2 there. Every one will readily profeſs that 
verable in he believes God to be the freeſt Agent; 
the Di- That he does whatever he pleaſes both in Heaven 
_ and in Earth. i. e. that he does whatever he 
_ Wills. But the 2 -o God - not a _ 
rain of po- Energy or Impulſe, ſeparate from Reaſon, 
—— but le, Lam, as well as an executint 
Truths, Power. His Will therefore as it acts freeh, 
acts with Order and Wiſdom, and its freedom 
conſiſts in this that amongſt that Infinite va. 
riety of Deſigns and means, by which it can 
accompliſh them, it makes choice of what- 
ever method it pleaſes, and can determine 
it ſelf to one rather than another, Whilſt 
none of them are inconſiſtent with Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, and other of the Divineat- 
tributes. Hence proceeds a Secondary Or- 
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der of Truths, which we may call Politive, 
and Arbitrary ; ſuch as are Divine Coun 
ſels, and Decrees, Natural Laws, and 
whatever take their meaſures from the Di. 
vine Will; which are, tho? not Necellar 
and Eternal, yet certain and infallible, be. 

| cab 
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cauſe eſtabliſh'd by the immutable Will of 


God, which cannot be contradicted. 


d. Theſe Truths having nothing in 
their own Nature but what they derive 
from the Will of God, are ſuch and no other 


than he has determin'd. They are general 


and particular, according to the generali- 
ty or particularity of the Divine Decrees 


about them; they are certain, or probable, 


or contingent, as the Will of God has ap- 
pointed them: For the formation and di- 
tribution of matter into its ſeveral ſpecies of 
Body, God has appointed certain, immu- 
table and neceſſary Laws; to Spiritual ſub- 
ſtances he has imparted a Liberty of action. 
The motion of Bodies he has unalterably 
determin'd towards their Center: To the 
notion of minds, which is, their Wills, he 
has given an indifferency either way: Tis 
this indifferency whether in God or the 
Creature, which is the foundation of contin- 
rency;andthe knowledge of a fact( ifthat be 
poſſible) which ſtands ſuſpended in an ex- 


act æquilibrio to either term of futurition, 


or nom entity, that with equal reaſon may 


or may not be, is the Knowledge of a con- 


tingent Truth. This is a ſhort account of 


the Original, Order, and Degrees of Truth, 


as they are founded on, or diſtinguiſh'd by 


their two great Principles, the Underſtand. 


ing 


er 
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5. LIX. 
Truths 

of this or- 
er are 
ſuch as, 
the Wil 
of God has 


appointed 


acknow- 
ledged, 
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ing and Will of God, as his Underſtandiq $. 
is neceſſary and his Will is free in its Aſute 

ings. aigr 
d. This freedom tho? it be generally aþis V 
knowledged, yet when ſome come to eþut t 
plain this great perfection of the Deiqng. 

they inconſiderately bind it up in a forthre a 
fatality, and make the Emanations of latin 
Will as neceſſary as the Eternal Ideas of have 


eoncradi- Underſtanding. They lay it down forgnd ] 


ed com- 
monly by 
thoſe that 
attempt 


to explain 
*8, 


infallible rule that God can do only whathal. 

belt, and ſince there is a ſupremacy in eie LE 
ry kind, or manner of Action, it is eaſfauſ- 
inferr'd that God muſt be neceſſarily detq ill 


min'd in all his Actions. Thus becauſeſy ex 


is Better to Create the World than nqufini 
therefore he will zeceſſarily Create it, aqerce 
becauſe the perfecteſt World is beſt, thervhicl 
fore he mult Create it, in the utmoſt pqnem. 
ſible perfection, and becauſe they cannf d. 
perceive any reaſon to limit the Divifrvat 
Agency, therefore an Infinite extent ougſas d 
to be aſſign'd to it; nor aſſign any caupnno 
why he ſhould have begun to Create Þ5 D 
in any determinate point of Duratiqure t 
thereſore it ought to be Eternal, and thustÞe W 
Abſolute freedom of the Almighty by this monte: 
nagement, ends in abſolute Neceſſity, al al C 
the Creature at laſt is inveſted with the chÞ his 
racer of the Creator, and made Infinite aſſt Wh 
Eternal. Natur 
2. B 


| 
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dig $. But they who better conſider the abſo- $. LXT. 
Aſute Liberty of the Almighty, and Sove- mn 
aignty over his Actions, will acknowledge Godin 
y his Will in nothing neceſſarily determin'd, — þ 
o eþut to the Milling and Loving his own Be- |, 12,5” 
eing. The World and all its dependencies min d bue 
rt ire arbitrary Effects, and all the Truths re- whe 5 
f Hating to them, as they might or might not — 
f have been, have quite a different nature 
or znd Foundation from thoſe that are Eter- 
jathal. The former are the poſitive effects of 

eſhe Divine Will, and depend upon it as their 
aſCauſe : the latter are precedaneous to any 
et Will concerning them, and have a neceſſa- 
uſeſy exiſtence. The one God beholds in his 
ndafinite and Eternal Mind, the other he 
aferceives by Conſulting his own Will, 
heefhich is the only Rule and Meaſure of 

hem. 
nn} $. For ſince God in the Formation, Con- 
vigrvation and Government of the Univerſe 5. LXII. 


ughas decreed and eſtabliſh'd Laws which ©24 


NS contem- 
-aupnnot be broken, it is not only beneath platin 


te lis Dignity, but Inconſiſtent with his Na- Ar 
: Wil ſees 
atiqure to go into his Works to obſerve how ,;s. 
isthe World is managed, when he need but Truths 
- mPntemplate (as he always does) the Origi- EN. 
| anal Charter and Decree which is Lodged !, 1282 
ch his Divine Will, to behold whatever is 
> af Whatever can be done. As the Laws of 
ature are nothing but the His of God, 


B we 


, 
4 
- 
* 
7 
2 


Thy 
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we can not ſuppoſe any part of Nature ex] wa: 
empted from his Knowledge; unleſs wi kao 
can imagine God can be Ignorant of his own| yint 
Will. upo 
s ne _ $- Whilſt therefore all Truths of poſitive ther 
different Inſtitution, are the reſults of the Willoll 1 
e God which is abſolutely Free, and are af gal 
obeſe, written Laws, always Legible in the ſame Did 
bear to Will, they bear a different Relation to the God 
e e N from thoſe that ani Knc 
2 the neceſſary Object of it, and are eſtabliſh prel 
ing from in Eternity: Tis an Eternal and neceſſa Une 
ebeſe tha ry Truth that the area of an Ellipſis ſhould Wil 
are Eter- TY 
nal. be larger than an Area of a Circle of th to a 
ſame Diameter: Tis a Temporary, anl| tinu 
Contingent Truth, that the Earth performy occa 
it's Annual courſe in an Elliptick Orbiiſ and 
The firſt is a Truththat Was eternalhj preſent Wo 
to the mind of God, the latter a Truth, thaſ the 
had an Arbitrary beginning and duratioiſ the 
As it is now true it might with equal reaſaſ part 
have been falſe, if God had not by a Vito t 
b ſolutely free determin'd it to that figureſ way 
It you'll ſay this Truth was Eternally preſ and 
determin'd, there is the ſame reaſon to ſaſ the 
the ſame of all; which is to reduce all Truth AQ; 
to an Eternal Order, to remove the Na ſtrat 
bleſt Attribute of Liberty from the Will q preſ, 
God, and ſubmit all his Actions, to Rive 
Eternal Neceſſity and Obligation. If yolnoty 
ſay tho? it was not Eternally decreed, yetij Mot 
Wi 


228 
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ex was Eternally foreknown, you make the 
We knowledge of a Truth to forerun the Di- 
wi vine Liberty, which yet depends entirely 
upon it, and might from all Eternity ei- 
1Ve| ther have or not have been. 
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lo To get clear of thefe Difficulties, it need s. Th# in 


ag only be conſider'd, that the Infinity of the 


ite 
no- 


me Divine Knowledge conſiſts in this; that edge and 
thi God knows whatever is the Object of Perfect 


a Knowledge, by knowing whatever is com- 


reedom 


of God 


Nd prehended in his own infinite Will, and reconciled. 


la. Underſtandiog ; that in knowing his own 
Jud Will, he knows it, as it is, abſolutely free 
thy to all the Poſſibilities of Action, and con- 
and tinually exerting it ſelf upon innumerable 
rmy occaſions. Now as the Variety, Diverſity, 
bi and Mutability of Effects obſervable in the 
ſeal World, infer nothing to the Prejudice of 
thaſthe Unity, Simplicity and Conſtancy of 
tiolf the Divine Will; the Knowledge of theſe 
aſoſ particularities, neither adds nor diminiſhes 
Mito the Omniſcience of God, which is al- 
ure ways inſinite, as always contemplating one 


pleſ and the ſame infinite Will going out into all 


) ſaſſ the infinite Modes, and Circumſtances of 
-utly Action. If I might be permitted to illu- 
Noſſtrate this by any Similitude, I ſhould re- 
ilch preſent the Divine Will by Analogy to a 


0 2 River, which continues one and the fame, 
ya notwithſtanding that infinite variety of 


yet i Motions in it felt, which carry it on; whilſt 
Wes K at 
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at the ſame time its multiform Fluxes and| { 
Agitations, infer no manner of alteration| in 
in the Channel! that contains it; which| gf 
comprehending the flood it ſelf, compte. m. 
hends whatever is comprehended in it. | $4, 
„ Enqui- b. This ſeems to be the State of the Rela. ,,, 
!y be tion which Truth bears to the Divine Un yl 
of fas derſtanding, either as it is its Eternal Ob. on 
depending ject, or ſublifting by the Divine Will: It| gg, 
7.4," remains to be —_— how Truths of an Co 


Liberty, f 
come to he inferiour nature, ſuch as are matters of Fact it 


the objefts depending purely upon the arbitrary Plea. I th 
IEEE —4 and Win of Man, come to be the Ob- Par 
knowledge ject of the Divine Knowledge, which feem| put 
not capable of being perceiv'd in the Di. con 

vine Intellect, becauſe they are not eternah 

nor yet in the Divine Will, becauſe they] gch 

were never Decreed, and this both in Natu| gin 

ral and Moral Actions. 2 

5. Dive 5. Here comes in properly the Queſtion naſt 
* Preſcience . * 
of furure Concerning the Divine Preſcience of futureſ his 
conditio. Conditionals, and how Humane Libertiſ xno 
pr et is conſiſtent with ſuch a Fore- knowledge. Obje 
ſeemsr» For my own particular the more I think oſ y þ, 
ove a it, the more impoſſible it ſeems to me, to re- ce 
props ad. concile the Liberry of Man, with an Eter-|tyrg 
nal Preſcience of his Arbitrary Actions; andſ min: 
I fall under an invincible Temptation, tone 
conclude, either that there is no ſuch thingſiy the 

as Liberty, or elſe that the Nature of Preſary 
ſcience is intolerably miſtaken. But thenſ inf 


when I turn my attention inwards, and con. 
ſu 
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ſult my own Breaſt, I find my ſelf perfectly 
indifferent and undetermin'd to Thouſands 
of Actions, which makes it impoſſible for 
me to deny a Truth, which ſtrikes me with 
ſuch a fulgur of irreſiſtible Evidence: I 


can never own my ſelf a neceſſary Agent, 
-| when every thing I do is a Demonſtrati— 


on to the contrary : This turns my conclu- 
ſion againſt an Eternal Preſcience of future 
Contingencies, and I immediately infer, that 
it implys a Contradictiun, which {ſhortens 
the Enquiry : This I doubt not will ſeem a 
Paradox to many, for which Reaſon I ſhall 
put the Queſtion in a different Light, and 


*| contemplate it more exactly, 
d. That there is a Science in God, as the , 
Schools ſpeak, of Simple Intelligence, reſpe-, 
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. Toe Sci. 
nce of 


ing all things poſſib/e; and another of Vi- finpie In- 


fon, reſpecting ail things actual, whether 
palt, preſent, or future, which depend on 


telltllence 
and Viſion, 
and adee 


bis Decree, there is no Diſpute: For his qzate Oi 


Knowleds 


oo 


ly be known by him. But to affirm he has 
a certain and determinate knowledge of fu- 


ture Conditionals or contingent and indeter- 


minate truths, is to a ffirm more than we can 
For ſuch 1s ali Knowledge, as 


the Object of it: It the Object be neceſ- 
ary and eternal, the Knowledge will be 
inſwerable to it, and the things known a 


R 2 


ncet- 


e being Inhnite, whatever 1s the viſſon. 
Object of any Knowledge, mult conſequent- 


YH Th » 
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neceſſary and eternal Truth. If the Ob- 


je& be defectible and contingent, the know- 
ledge will be only probable or conditio- 


nal, and the Truths-reſulting from it, mu- he 
table and contingent : Now tho' the hi 
knowledge of God be infinite, it may be | th 


preſum'd, he cannot know things other- 
wiſe than they are, or as he himſelf has 


made them, and therefore can no more | 


know contingent Truths, for neceſſary, 
than neceſſary Truths for contingent. 
$. The $. What then? is there any conjeCtural 
ee of knowledge in God, which argues imperfe. 
future ction? I ſuppoſe not. But God knows, he 
Conditio- has created Souls endowed with Liberh, 


nals be- : ; 
3 whoſe Actions being indeterminate, can 


the Sei- Only be accounted poſſibilities, and ſo come j 


ence of under the Science of Simple Intelligence: l 
nee l cannot be reaſonably reply'd, that *cis pre 
telligence. © , — my | 

ſcribing Bounds to infinite Wiſdom, w 


affirm that certainty of $:1ence, preſuppo 


ſes certainty of Exiſtence, that is a | ci 


tainty that 1s real and actual 1n the thing 
themſelves, or ideal, or cauſal at leaſt, (ne- 
ther of which can be aihrm'd of the M 
tions and Acts of the Will, which God 

left indifferent, and indetermin'd ) | 
hereby only the Object of Omnilſcience | 
fixed to all things poſſible to be known; 


effec 


Let 
ask 


and that removed which can be no pr it de 
per Object of any true knowledge at alſ cert; 


Au 
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And he that does this can no more be ſaid 
to preſcribe Bounds to the Wiſdom of God, 
than he does to his Power, who affirms that 
he cannot work Contradictions. For as 
his Will is capable of effecting all things 
that are poſſible, his Underſtanding like wiſe 
extends to all things that are Iatelligible; 
and as it is no derogation to the Almigh- 


tineſs of the former, to ſay it cannot cauſe 


a thing to be, and not to be, at the ſame 
time, ſo it ſeems no reproach to the lat- 
ter to affirm it cannot know any thing to 
be”. abſolute, which is conditionate, or any 
thing for certain, which is contingent or 
uncertain ; that is, in effect, that it cannot 
know what is not. For in both Caſes there 
i; an equal appearance of Contradiction. 

d. But ſince notwitliſtanding this, and alls. Tye ne- 
that can be ſaid, Men prepotlefs'd with a fade 
contrary Perſwalion, will hardly give up 
the certain knowledge of future coaringen- #2 e He- 
cies, upon the account of the Omniſcience e 
of God, as which can certainly foretee what of conren- 
effect Moral Perſwaſion will have in che de- £7757 
termination of Libercy to one ſide or other: S 
Let them enjoy their Opinion: Oaly let us 
ask whether this reſcience renders the et- 
ects foreſeen certain and neceſſary or not? 
if it do, there's an end of Free-will : It 
it does not, let them pleale to explain how 
certain knowledge is compatible, an | con- 

R 3 ſiſtent 


* 
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ſiſtent with the uncertain windings, and in- 
differency of our Souls. Till that is done, 
let me be allow'd to ſuſpend my. Aſſent to 
a point that is not of Faith, till farther 
Evidence, becauſe at preſent I can ſee lit- 
tle. difference betwixt God's forming his 
Decrees upon Preſcience of Sin, or with- 
out it; and it ſeems no great matter, whe- | an 
ther he creates the veſſels of wrath purely | Ct: 
for Deſtruction, without reſpe& to any] W 
good or evil of their Actions, or whether | wl 
he prejudges them from Eternity, upon | fel! 
foreſight of their behaviour; ſince theDecree | {ib 
form'd upon Preſcience, commencing be.] are 
fore their Creation, it is impoſſible for any | ſee: 
Creature to reſiſt or contradict it. And] Wh 
tho? there be a pretence of Juſtice in this] ſiti 
Caſe, which the arbitrarineſs of abſolute] cer! 
Decrees, excludes in the other; yet it] Ma 
ſeems as ſevere as that of Pharaoh, com- ] £te! 
manding the Children of Zjae/, to fulkl} our 
their task of Brick, whilſt he knew their] O 
want of Straw, muſt ſubmit them to the].lie | 
laſhes of their. Task- maſters; and I can.] ded 
not poſſibly conceive how it can be no dif fere 
paragement to the goodneſs of God to 
affirm, that foreſeeing how many Million. & 
of particular Cieatures, mult inevitably be| Dill 
ruin'd by an zl! «ſe of their Liberty, reſolv'd] app 
to create thoſe very Creatures, in that ve Whc 
ry view, without giving them a Propen|| tle 
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| Who have to all inteats and purpoſes ruin 
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ſity that was invincible to the better ſide: 
Rather than admit ſuch Inferences, let us 
be allow'd to withhold our Conſent, to an 
inevident Doctrine, which ſeems to redound 
more to the Diſhonour, than it tends to ex- 
alt the perfection of the Almighty. 

d. Let us then confeſs, that all neceſſary ;_ 41 E- 


and eternal Truths, are not only perte- wm and 
ctions immutably inherenr in the Divine? 11 


Wiſdom, but are of the Eſſence of God rhe tre: 
who is the God of Truth, and Truth it 2 
ſelf, and let us acknowledge, that all poſ- .“ 
ſible Truths which depend upon his Will, 
are the Province of Omaiſcience, which 
ſees all poſſible combinations of things, and 
whatever can be done: Bur let us not po- 
ſitively aſſert, that God knows that for 
certain Truth, Which he has purpoſely 
made contingent, or that he infallibly and 
eternally toreknows the determinations of 
our Wills, which he has put purely into our 
own Hands, and by the periec& taditterence 
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he has given them, ſeems to have preclu- g. Te Ae. 


ded all knowledge of, except ot this indit- . 
ference. e 


hade ex. 
| Pos 4 the 

d. To Judge impartially between the ©: a 

Diſputants an both ſides; as we cannot but andre 


applaud the Succels ot the Remonſtrants, Cid 


31 the mid. 


P ie Sei- 
io we may allow ſo much ec. 


I 4 


the abſolute Decree, 


10 
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to the Calviniſts, that they have as effeQu. 
ally repuls'd the Hypotheſis of a middle Sci- 
ence : For after all that is or can be ſaid, it 
will never be conceivable, how God can 
eternally foreknow a temporary and con- 
tingent effect, which depends not on his 
own Will, or particular Decree : and it were 
ſufficient to ſtagger our Opinion of ſuch a 
knowledge, which divides its Deſenders in- 
to ſo many ſeveral Modes of its Explicati- 
on. 
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I For ſome will have God to know future 

5 ge conditionals in himſelf, by his infinity of 
of ex- ocience, others in the things themſelves, a 
DT, third Sort in his Ideas, a fourth by his red 
an Argu- Preſence or Habitation in Eternity, a filth by 
ment a-. d middle Science, and the laſt by his Decree; 
gaunſt it. Tf any of theſe were true, it would moſt 
likely be the firſt, which is that of Suarez, 

and Vaſquez: For as I have ſhewn it will 

eaſily be allow'd, that God is not behold- 

ing to the Creature for his knowledge, that 

he never goes out of himſelf for his Infor. 

mation, and conſequently that he needs only 

con ſult himſelf, that is, his Daderſtanding and 

his Vill to know all that is intelligible. In the 

firſt he finds all the Eternal Ideas, and Eſſen- 

ces of things, and their neceſſary order and 

relation to each other, which conſtitutes an 
inexhauſtible Magazine of all Eternal and 

CY es SEED necel. 
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geceſſary Truths: In the latter he diſco- 
vers all the Emanat ions of his Power ; all the 
poſſibilities of things; all temporary mu- 
table and contingent Truths, but he diſco- 
vers them as his Will has conſtituted them, 
and no otherwiſe. His Will is the Law of 
Natare, and whilſt God conſults his 
Will, he fees what Nature does, or is 
able to do; becauſe 'tis his immutable Will, 


that regulates all that diverſity we obſerve 
in the World. 


g. But now in contemplating the Laws of 5 7% 
Nature, we find them to be general and uni- 7%” 
verſal, ſuiting withall times and all places, wn, 
bearing Proportion to their Author, an Uni- of Nature, 
verſal Being, calculated not to particular cr gas 
Occaſions, but for the good of the Uni- js in NA. 
verſe, and obtaining their Effect equally in e, & 
all the Parts of it: For Example, 'tis one * rf 
Funaamental Law of Bodies, to gravitate or has ordai- 
attract one another, in proportion to their . 
Vicinity, Denſity and Magnitude; and every 
Particle of Body obſerves this Law with an 
unexceptionable Obedience: Can it then be 
imagin'd, that God having eſtabliſh'd ſuch 
a general Law, which (with others of the 
«| like fort ) was ſufficient for the wiſe Con- 
duct of the Univerſe, mult be oblig'd to 
form a particular previous Decree, for the 
Motion of every corpuſcle, to purſue and 
trace 


= — 


ble a matter ? and if this cannot be the Ef. 
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trace it through all its infinite Changes, Fr his 


gures, and Diviſions of its parts ; to ap 


of Bodies, in effect to make infinite upon in- 
finite Decrees, for ſo trivial and inconſidera. 


fect of particular Decrees, how can we be. 
lieve it the Object of a particular, Preſci- 
ence? of Eternal foreſight ? ſince to do 
this, we muſt introduce a more than Stoi- 


cal Fate, and bind God, as well as Mane 


in Adamantine Fetters: For allowing but 


one Spontaneous, or frèe Motion in the|y; 


World, and all this conceiv'd Order, 
and chain of things will be broken and in- 


tercepted : And who is there that to| 


ſolve this, will be willing to give up Human 
Liberty, and ſuffer Man, and all his Thoughts 
and Actions, to be rang'd amongſt the 
neceſſitous Motions of fatal and predeter- 
min'd Matter? who is it, that will make 
God a neceſſitous Apent, and all his works 
the Effects of a Will eternally predeter- 
mined ? Who will evacuate the neceſſity 
of the Divine ſuperiatendency of the 


World, in a aaily and hourly Provi|r 


dence ? Who will break down the Fartiti- 
on-Wall, between zeceſſary and eternal; and 
contingent, and mutable 'ruths ? Yet all 

this 


point its ſeveral Stations in every Momentſall. 
of endleſs duration, to determine all iuſſit 
Combinations, and Relations to all the reſt 


God with Mankind, 8c. 


139 


„ Frlthis, and abundantly more will follow, 


) aÞ 
ment 


II its 
e reſt 
n in- 
lera- 
e Ef 
> be 
*'elct- 
0 do 
Stoi⸗ 
Man 
but 
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rder, 
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nan: 

hts 
= 
eter 
1ake 


whether an eternal Preſcience or Decree of 
all the particular Motions of Body and Spi- 
it that happen in the World. 

. Such we may preſume is the foreknow- 3 
kdge of God, concerning temporary things, ie a- 
xs is his Will or Decree ; and where thisgreeable 
s obſerv'd to be of a General Nature, we eee 
may conclude his knowledge is eternal and be gene- 
proportionable to it: Where the former is 7/07 far. 
nore definite, and particular, the latter is ſo 
w. The forming the Air, and the balan- 
cog the Clouds upon it; to adminiſter Rain 
for the Benefit of the Earth, is no doubt the 
wiſe Decree of God, who toreſaw this 
natural Law to be ſerviceable and advan- 
ageous to his Creatures; and when he 
made it, he pronounc'd it to be good. And 
lace the Law of the general Communicati- ger, x; 
ons of motions, is ſufficient for this Effect, | 
ve cannot believe infinite en, Laws 
appointed to this purpoſe ; for if they were, 
we ſhould be at a Loſs to anſwer tor the 
Rain that fell upon the Sea, where there 


$. God's 


*|was no occaſion, or for that which hap- 
pened to ſpoil the Fruits of che Earth, in- 


ſtead of giving them Increaſe and Nou- 


tihment: When therefore it is manifeſt, 
that every ſingle Drop of Rain that falls 


was not ordered by a particular Decree, 
hall we ſay it came from a particular act 


of 


y* ? 
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of Preſcience ? Whither would ſuch a C 
eluſion carry us? 
9. But it is natural for Man to think hig 
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5. Thete 


5%: leſs ap- 
Pearance 


n E. like 


TT 


( 
nipre 


ſverſe 


tho 


ly of himſelf; and thoꝰ he allow ſomethiq Had 
Chance or Accident, to happen in tiiſbe b 


erna other part of the World, he is willingufmore 


2 believe himſelf fo conſiderable, as that h 


Motions. Can neither Do, nor Say, nor Think, what 
o Spirits, has not been eternally Decreed, or at le 
Matter, foreſeen by his Maker; whereas upon re 
flection on the Prerogative of his Liberty, 
there is much leſs Reaſon for ſuch a Con 
cluſion; and conſidering what an horribk 
Portraiture the Sins and Diſorders of ; 
whole wicked World would make, then 
cannot be a greater indecorum, than to ſup 


poſe them all indelibly and eternally im 


preſs'd on the Divine Underſtanding. 
5. Objei- S. But here it may perhaps be urge 
fo 27; that if the Divine Knowledge of all futun 
contingences be not from Eternity: ne 
ther can it be in time; (for that is to: 
{cribe a knowledge to God, which he want 
ed before, to make him defeQtive, and 1 
intrench upon his Infinity; ) and conſequent 
ly God will be faid to be ignorant of al 
the Tranſactions of the World he has Cre 
ated: To which it may beanſwer'd in tl 
Pal, 94.9. Words of the Pſalmiſt, He that planted tit 
Ear, ſhall he not hear? He that formed the Ey, 


ſhall be not ſee? Shall not God that's On: 
nipre| 


his © 
not þ 
in th 
are 1 
man 
wha 
indiſ, 


1 

x; 
the 
gt 
t It 
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nipreſent with all the parts of the Uni- 


verſe, underſtand all that is done in it, 


tho' in a manner incomprehenſible to us? 


Had he been leſs infinite in Wiſdom, if 


he had not created the World? and is he 
more ſo tor beholding the Effects, which 
his own Will has wrought in time? Muſt 
not he be allow*d to ſee what himſelf is doing 
in the World ; becauſeall his Works ad extra 
are in time? I will not pretend to explain the 
manner of God's knowing things : And yet 
what if we ſhould ſay that by that vital and 
indiſſoluble Union, he has given all Created 
irits to himſelf, he may perceive in himſelf, 
all the Motions of their Wills and Ideas of 
their Minds 2 Would not this be as concei- 
vable as that the Soul by its /eſs neceſſary uni- 
on with the Body, ſhould perceive what 
happens in it, ( tho” a diſtinct Subſtance) 
by reflection on it ſelf ? And then for Bo- 
dies, ſince the Laws of them eſtabliſh'd at 
the Creation of the World, are not like 


| Human Laws, a dead Letrer, but a pre- 
| nf fent energy, and actual Impreſſion, till 


continu'd and carried on through the whole 
ſeries of time ; being nothing but the ge- 


| neral Will of God, holding all things by the 


ſame Word of his Power, that firſt form'd 
them; how can we doubt bur all the Ope- 


: . ; - TeTpa 
rations of Nature are continually Anatomi- = 


zed, and laid open to the Eyes of him with | 


whom 
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whom we have to do? For as God is eyguiſh 

contemplating his own i, there is naecr: 

Motion of a ſingle atom in the Univerfren! 

but, being a particular effect of the ſame gase a 

ral Will, and helping on the Execution þ the 

the ſame natural Law, will fall under t{þfact 

inſpection of God. And thus we may Ahicl 

firm with our Bleſſed Lord, who beſt uſons, 

derſtood the comprehenſive i and Ws pr 

dom of God. That without his Will a Sog paſs 

row falls not to the Ground; and by his Wiſdqpto | 

the very Hairs of your Head are numbred. pn, 

5. The Ar- h. Tam ſenſible after all, what Argumenf « / 
Eire? for a Preſcience of ff ti 

Frophecies for a Preſcience of future contingences miles, 

of free be urg'd from the Completion of Prophecigoph 

— long before foretold, of things which Ad Pc 

mane Liberty muſt have a great Hand in aþs of 

compliſhing : And I will not pretend ſ rect, 

anſwer all that may be brought upon ſ he p 

difficult a Subject; it ſuffices me, if I qt for 

lay down ſome probable Reaſons for tiþ ow! 

clearing the Method of God's dealings wiſectiv 

Mankind, which the Doctrines generalſpich 

Job 38. 2. taught, have (as God himſelf ſpeaks) dan ule 

ned with words without knowledge. The Couf Ev 

ſel of God is a great deep, which no Kill co 

mane Underſtanding will ever fathom ; ah ch 

Reaſon will always be at a loſs, in Queſſpke g 

ons containing any thing of Infziry, BIMan, 

yet the difficulty in this caſe, Would nt 

perhaps be ſo great, if we could diſti 


guil 


— — — — = — — — —— ͤ — a 
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oluiſh between thoſe things which God has 
ſacbecreed, and what he has left Free and indif- 
ertrent : The Incarnation of the Son of God, 
gehe are certain was a Decree, as old at leaſt 
n& the Sin of Adam, and his Death and Sa- 

tþfaction was in the Intention of God, 

Shich he manifeſted to ſucceſſive Genera- 
- ulons, by his Prophets. Now whatever he 
Whs pre-ordain'd, he is able infallibly to bring 
dy paſs: For he who meaſures the Waters in the 
w of his Hand, and metes out Heaven with 


77 


jenh 4 Meaſure, and weighs the Mountains in 
enules, and the Hills in a Ballance : As the 
zcifophet repreſents the unſearchable wiſdom 

bd Power of God. He who has all the pow- 
ah of Nature at his Command, and can 
d direct, Incline, Influence and Govern them 
n he pleaſes, may be eaſily ſuppos'd, with- 
cht force and violence, to manage them to 
- t own wiſe Purpoſes. And tho? there be an 
wiljective Principle in the Souls of Men, 
ralſhich he will not irreſiſtibly biaſs; yet b 
aan uſe his Wiſdom can make of the G 


han, and comprehends all the Duſt of the Earth |, 
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ufd Evil he finds in the World, all things 55 


Hall conſpire to promote, aſſiſt, and accom- 

adh the Deſigns of his Providence, and to 

1efipke good his Promiſes and Threatnings 
gu Mankind. 


| n( 


iſti . There 
ouil 
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$- Prophe- 
ce of Sins 
which God 


could noe Creed, as the Cruelty of Hazael, and thi 


decree. 


2 King 8. 
„ 


The two Covenants of 


| F. There are indeed many things foretold] 6 
which can with no colour be ſaid to be del ona 


Apoſtacy of St. Peter. Things ſo improl njy 
bable that the Actors themſelves could noi , le 
believe they could be guilty of them. || con 
thy Servant a Dog, ſays Hazael, that ¶ take 


ſhould do this great 8 Though 7 ſhoull mea 


die with thee, yet will I not deny thee, ſay}, g- 
St. Peter. But to this it may be ſufficier ing | 
to ſay, that God underſtood the Temp e 
of their Souls better than they themſelvelgf { 
For he ſees their very Eſſences, and all tief t. 
ſecret Tendencies, Springs, and Reſorts (this 
Action, which we are ignorant of: becaufggy 
we know not our Souls by their Ideas, biene, 
by Senſation, and only fee! our preſent diwhic 
poſitions, and judge according to then Riot 
And if we but once more conceive, that iſin 
Will of God is the Law of Natare, and tt judg 
in conſulting his own Will, he ſees all thenq : 
Regularities and Deviations of an HumaNoti 
Soul: and that the Liberty of Man, oftdyreh 
times, as J ſhall ſhew, approaches near tes t 
Neceſſity, as in the inflexibly Good, or oerf, 
ſtinately Wicked, there will be Room |{fter; 
for Millions of Prophecies, if it pleas'd GIThe 
to communicate them, concerning the Alkefſic 
ons of Men, which have a greater Prinrte \ 
ple of Neceſſity, than chorce in their Conſment 
tution. | fini 


5 
U 
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. But all that can be diſcours'd in a Rati-5. VII 
del onal and Conceivable manner, will be of fr pes | 
tn no account with Men practic'd in my ſtical H 
pro Divinity, and particularly prepoſſeſs'd with TS 
nd} a lofty Speculation, firſt imbrac'd by ſome ,,,.,.4,-. | 
contemplative Philoſophers, and afterwards th ma- 
* Ataken upon Truſt upon their Authority, 1, * 
ou mean the definition of God's Eternity, as 3h tg 
ſay a Standing and per etual moment, comprehhend- 
nel ing all Differences of Time, paſt, preſent, and to 
NP come ; which not only eltabliſhesa Preſcience | 
le of future Contingencies, and fixes the fate | 
I tifof the Univerſe at once, but even exalts | 
ts this Preſcience into actual Viſion, brings Il 
cau down Futurity to preſent Exiſtence, Contin- | 
\ Dirency to Certainty and Poſſvility to ddt: By | 
t (which whatever ſhall be, already is, all the 
heMRichteous are in Heaven, and the Wicked 
at in Hell: The Books are already Seal'd, 
| tWſudgment is paſt, and the World is at an 
Il end: I will not venture to argue againſt a 
matNotion, which I muſt confeſs 1 cannot com- li 
oiteprehend, but only ſay, that the Conſequen- li 
Ar ſces that are drawn from it, are very won- il 
r Aerful ; and that thoſe even of a ſucceſſive ö — 
m Mternity cannot poſſibly be ſo extravagant: | 
1 They that can make the Diviſion, and Suc- 
 Allceſſion of the Parts of Time, commienſu- | 
riagrate with one infinite, and indefectible Mo- | 
-oNment, may by the ſame Reaſon, meaſure | 
Infinite Space, by a Mathematical Point ; 
; 1. 1 


— —— — 


— — 


* — — 2 
— 


146 


5. IX. 


The remo: theſe Difficulties, that I might make way 


vin? theſe 
di 2 
tres, 4 
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on for t 
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If the Eſſence of God claims ſuch an Eter. 
nity, methinks his Operations ihould not; 
and Time ought to be carefully diſtinguiſh 
from it: By this Caution no harm could 
come from this flight of Speculation, which 
otherwiſe abounds with the moſt abſurd 
and inconceivable Notions : 

d. I have been the longer in removing 


for the propoſing ſuch Truths, as I think 
more rationally tend to juſtifie the Wil 
dom, and Goodneſs of God, in the Oeco- 
nomy of our Salvation. In doing which, 
I ſhall proceed upon the Principles of ar 
Author, who with different ſorts of Men, 
wears a very different Character. Wit 
one ſort he is a viſionary, with the other 
an Angelical Writer: I do not enter at pre 
ſent into that Diſpute, but only conſide 
him as a Perſon whoſe Piety and Vertu 
is Exemplary, and reverenc'd by thok 


that know him; and whoſe Principles in k 


this Point agreeably thereto, tend to vin- 
dicate the Honour of God, in his Order d 
Grace, and to ſet forth his infinite Miſdon 


Mercy and Goodneſs, in the Method of hi! 


Redemption and Salvation of the World. 


CH A 
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CHAP. III. SECT. I. 


1 N diſcourſing of the Works of God, 5. 7. 
and of his Providence or Divine Govern- The Na- 
ment, either in Nature or Grace, we mult 881 7 
have a primary regard to thoſe Ideas, which che Divine 
neceſſarily attend the conſideration of his cg og 
Eſſence : other wiſe we ſhall be apt to attri- zee 
bute to him ſuch a conduct, as falls beneath -heory. 
the dignity, or is inconſiſtent with the Na- 

ture of a Being abſolutely perfect: 

b. Tis I confeſs an hard matter to ele- ,, 11. 
vate our thoughts ſo far above all Creatures, The 4g. 
and keep them on the wing in ſo high a % 
Contemplation. For the corruptible Body enten. 
preſſes domn the Soul, and the Earthly Taber- p/ation. 
nacle wetoheth down the Mind that muſeth u pon Wildom. 
many things. We are naturally prone to 
deſcend too Low, and to meaſure the Coun- 
ſels and Actions of God by our finite capa- 
cities : For tho we allow, that he always 
Acts Wiſely, Juſtly and Holily, without 
any defect, and imperfection, yet in the 
manner we fanſie he is determin'd by the 
like particular motives, and Acts with fuch 
particular regards, as a Good and Wiſe and 


Pious Man would do, upon the like occa- 


9. 15. 


ſons: And we conſult our own Wills, and 


Underſtandings for untolding and explain- 
| L 2 ing 
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6. III. 
Juſt allom- 
ances to 


be made 


in arguing ture of the Deity, and what he Does was all- 


from our 


elves to 

Gat But that is impoſſible to be done, whileſt 
we make him act like a Finite and Part. 
cular Agent, tho? of never fo great PerteQi- 
on, and ſuppofe his Will moved and deter. 
min'd by ſuch a Diverſity, and Multiplicity 
of views, and conſiderations, as there are 
Particularities and Diverſities of things, his 

Will is converſant about. 
6. W. $. If we would apprehend him rightly, 
— * , we muſt contemplate him as the Eternal and 


our not i- 


ons of him tures, from whence they flow, and wh 


and his 
at ang $+ 
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ing this, or that particular Myſtery in the | 


Divine Adminiſtration. 

$. Which method would not be altoge- 
ther improper, if Juſt allowances were 
made for the Infinite and Tranſcendent na- 


ways made Conſiſtent with what he : 


Vniverſal Being, the Fountain of all Crea. 


ther they return as the Rivers into the Sex 
We muſt know him by that name he has 
given himſelf, and which unfolds his Ns 
ture more than any other, I am that I an 
For he is Being it felt, and can not bereduc' 
under any claſs of it. Though he be ſaid 
to be a Spirit, yet that is rather to diſtin 
guiſh him from Matter, or Body, than to re 
ſemble him to thoſe Spirits we carry in ou 


Boſoms ; however they partake of ſomt 


Qualities, which he poſſeſſes in the mol 
Eminent, and Tranſcendent manner. 4 


hl : - 


he is Infinite, or Univerſal Being, he will 
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always maintain the Character of an If 
nite and Univerſal cauſe in his Actions, and 
in every thing diſcover the Symptoms of an 
unlimited Power, and Wiſdom. His Un- 
derſtanding is the Eternal Treaſury of all ze- 
ceſſary Truths, comprehending at one view 
all the Eternal Ideas, and Relations of 
things, and his Will is nothing elſe but his 


* | Almighty Power, diſplaying it ſelf as his In- 


finite Wiſdom ſhall preſcribe : And as he is 
thus conſider'd, there appears ſo vaſt a dit- 
ference betwixt the Capacities of God and 
Men, that he might very well declare of 
himſelf as he does. My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways. For 
as the Heavens are higher than the Earth, ſo Iſa. 55. 8, 


ge my ways higher than your ways ſaith the“ 


Lord, That is, he Acts by an Eternal, and 
Unchangeable Wiſdom, and by a Will 
Efficacious, and Univerſal: and therefore 


he can not but Act in the belt, and wiſeſt 


manner poſſible. 

Which yet is not to be underſtood, ; v. 
as if God was oblig'd always to do what He ue 
was Abſolately beſt, in it ſelf; or to work e 


o what 


to the utmoſt degree of pertection that is ,, h 45. 


poſſible; But he will always do that which ue. 
5 beſt with relation to the Means by which wy Os » 
he accompliſhes his Ends. 9 
To explain which, let us conceive that 
WD he 
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„ 
e always 
atts in the 
moſt gene- 
ral and 
ſimple 


manner ; 
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he ſees the Work he deſigns, and all poſſi}. 
ble ways of executing it, amongſt which 
he diſcovers thoſe that are capable of effect ir a 
ing it without the leaſt flaw, or imperfectiſ 4 
on in the whole: But he 1s not therefo 5 
immediately obliged to imploy theſe Means 8 
becauſe perhaps they are too Particular, tig 
be ſutable to the Character of an Oνννj,L) 
fal cauſe they may be too compound, an, th 
multiform to comport with the Srmplrcig | 
of God ; there may not be in them tha,” | 
proportion of Wiſdom, and Fecundiry g wad 
the effect deſign'd, which may determiutf 
an allwiſe Being to Act: or it may be, t ko. © 
Effect, however perfect we ſuppoſe it, wh. ! 
not countervail the worth of the Divine ages; * t 
cy that produc'd it. 8 
9 For the Rule that God conſtantly og, 

ſerves in his works of Creation and Proyj, ws 
dence, and equally purſues both 1n t 
Laws of Nature, and Grace, is to Act 
the moſt General and Uniform manner, ag 
never to Effect by ways complex and va 
ous, what may be done by thoſe that a 
ſimple, ſhort and uncompounded. He Aq; 
always agreeably to his Nature, and wh 
not break through the meaſures of Divi 
Wiſdom, and the unchangeable Laws. 
Order, to do a thing, which, to humap.. 
reaſon, would appear extreamly welcor e 
to the neceſſities of his Creatures, or pert. 4 


harg 


om 


Nu 


) 
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Re and wonderfull in it ſelf: if there be want- 
"Jing that due proportion, betwixt the Acti- 
4100 of God, and ſo excellent a Performance 
D vhich may be found betwixt a leſs per- 
Ifect deſign, and the Action that produces 

lit, 
d. Even amongſt men an excellent Artift 5 vn. 
*fter having ſorm'd his Model, ſeeks out The 4rgu- 


O 
och means of perfecting his deſign, as are et 


pf the leaſt trouble and perplexity ; that — 
s, he endeavours to come at his Fad by mae 
dhe plaineſt and ſhorteſt methods, and which 5 
pre not attended with ſuch difficulty, or 
Afharge as may be an over-rate for the ef- 
wget to be wrought by them. For exam- 
Nie, the Mathematicians bri ing demonſtra— 
ion to prove it poſſible to pull up a rooted 
bak by a Power no itronger than a ſingle 
bread : But then to xccompliſh this, would 
O'he required ſucha multiplication of Wheels, 
* nd Pullys, and ſo long a gradationot Cords 
rom the firſt, to the falt nee, as Would 
"Make it a vain curioſity, to be put in pra- 
ice; when an ordinary inſtrument, as a 
NW or an Ax could anſwer theend propos'd, 
vitli ſo much greater eaſe, aud expedition. 
ind tho? the end were nevec ſo Noble, as 
humane Acts, noching couid be of great- 
rmoment, than the making of 01d, or the 
Axing of Mercury; pet the Cuymiſts who 
* ave pretended co eFect thele things could 
L L 4 never 
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never make the profit anſwer, the expence coul 

and trouble of the experiment: which has|to S 
brought ſome ſort of contempt, and diſcre.ſuch 

dit upon the higheſt pretenders to theſe have 
Secrets of Philoſophy, it being reckon'd|from 

but a more ingenious kind of folly , tote c 

be able to do a thing which is not tanta. I his ! 

mount to the charge and labour it requires coul. 

g. By little things to illuſtrate great ones Infir 

1 A, we may ſay of God, that he could having | 
vic gr. Created a much perfecter World than tha 
exficer in which we inhabit : he could have made] b. 
a the ſurface of the Earth even, and uniform 
Forld. adorn'd and enrich'd with Seas, and Ri 
vers, in an exacter order, and gayer variet| 
than is to be met with in the Canals an ripe, 
Gardens of the greateſt Princes; He coulſ ruin 

have adjuſted the ſeaſons of the Year, and Vin 

the tempers of the Air, and Heavens wit] Eart 

ſuch care and niceneſs, that every Grain tage 

the Field ſhould arrive to its due Perfectiq ny t 

and not a Bloſſom ſhould have wither peri 

before the Fruit was ſet; nor the Fruf crea 

it ſelf have untimely fallen, and periſh} Cre 

before it came to maturity, Thus he coult and 
have eſtabliſh*d ſuch Laws for the increal 

and propagation of living Creatures, 4 by 
might have prevented Monſters, in tt ma; 
Univerſe, whether among Men or Beali| cre: 
$ 18-8 &. And if we paſs from the viſible Worſ Cre 
Nile to the inviſible, we may affirm that 
6 c 
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de could have Created our Souls unobnoxious 
as to Sin, and that he could have ordain'd 
e · ſuch an order of Grace, and Mercy, as would 
ſe have effectually ſaved every one of them 
'd| from a miſerable Eternity. But in ſaying 
toſſe could have done this we only conſider 
ta. his Power; whereas to ſpeak properly he 
es could do nothing but what is agreeable to 
es Infinite, and Eternal Wiſdom ; and becom- 
Wing his character as an univerſal cauſe. 


ade] F. If he Acted by particular Wills, like par-; x. 

ticular and finite Agents, *tis certain he A perfect 

would never have made a monſter, he would % 

never have blaſted Fruit when it was halfe dc ble by 

and ripe,he would not by a deſtructive hail have God at- 

uld ruin'd fo many Millions of bloſſoms of the ”© ®? oa 

Vine, which his power had produ'd from the cer 

Earth, and which promiſ'd ſo noble a Vin- Yan un 

tage: He would never have ſuffer'd fo ma- AUS 

ny thouſand Seeds of future Life to have 
periſh'd in the Ovaria of all forts of Female 

creatures, contrary to the intent of their 

Creation. But as He Acts by a General will, 

and makes not one particular Creature but 

a whole World, and governs it not 

by particular, but general Laws; we 

may ſay it was impoſſible for God to 

create a perfecter World than that he has 


ca 


Vorq Created : becauſe it was impoſſible to pro- 
duce a perfecter World, by ways fo ſimple 
| and 
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and uniform, and general, as thoſe hy| 
Which he has Created and governs this 1 
And herein is manifeſt the wonderful Wit 

dom of God that all the Changes decays an! 4 i 
renovations in Nature are not the effects of | 

ſo many ſeveral, or contrary Wills, bu - 

things riſe by the ſame will that they fallf? tn 

and are Generated by the ſame Law the” 
are Corrupted, the ſame comprehenſive an“ 
invariable Laws of Nature, cauſing all t 
viciſſitudes and even contrarieti 25 we beholffeſu! 
in the World. ind: 
g. XI. d. Now let us but view the Siaplicity off 
An intro the ways of God in his goverament of thi | 
duion Natural World, and we {hall the eaſier b{"* 
2 7 convinc d of the Simplicity and Generalitf PE 
Nature Of his Laws in forming the Spiritual and I. d 
88 viſible. In order to which let it beconlil * 
re. der'd that whatever changes, and alters} a 
tions are wrought either int the Earth or Aiſa 
or Stars, and material Heavens, (whereu Wh 
is tranſacted ſucha ſucceſſive ſcene ot decay * 

and returns of things, as keeps upthe fram#? 

of the World) they arg pertorm'd by ſuc 1 C 
ſimple, and general Laws of motion, Ae. 
„ xII. may amaze us to ſee ſo many wonde: 5 
vn. 4 Acted by ſo {mall a number of cauſcs. * 
rality f d. From theſe two unchangeable Lauf gr 
natural Of Bodies, VIZ, 1it. that whea mov d ti : 


La in Ty 7 from 
3 [hall tend to continue the. mos 104 I, Be 


am nate. ever in a right Line, and 2dly, that tit. 5 
e 7 n a 
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bl univerſally attract each other, in proporti- 
hig to their magnitude; reſult all thoſe won- 
an erful motions of the Planets, which they 
o bbſerve Eternally with the moſt Mathema- 
ical nicety and exactneſs: and from theſe 

all wo being joyn'd with a third, viz, that 
bo bodies meet they (hall communicate their 
tions, by fixt and unalterable Rules, accora- 


Got all thoſe other, by which the Earth, 


and all its product, the Air, and Seas and 
ll inanimate Nature, perform thoſe Infi- 
nite miraculous operations, which are the 
lnexhaulted ſubject of our ſtudy and con- 
5 templation. 
i e. In things where there is a ſpontane- 
pus or elective principle theſe Laws ſtill 


* thi 


10 to the proportions of their Bulk or Celerity; . 


"Jy 


$. XIII. 
In things 


1 
N obtain, but in Conjunction with other ge- wherem 


Jneral 3 that are ſuted to the frame and N 


8. complexion of their reſpective beings. principle. 


Which Laws as they are nothing, but the 

« ſconifagt and immutable Wills of God, be. 

= ing the fame in all places and at all times, 
afford a manifeſt proof, that God Acts as 

gend General not as a particular cauſe, whoſe 
general Wills are the Laws by which the 

Jumverts ſubſiſts. 
0 It tor example a ſtone were new dropt 


a) 


aw 


from the Clouds, it would continue its 
Tt in 4 right Line, and accelerate it 


jj! 
„a an Arithmetical proportion tillit came to 


the 


P 


— — —— 
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the ſurface of the Earth, and it from the ſurſon 
face a way were open'd for its paſſage iChil 
would rebate its motion gradually, till it came befi 
to the center: in both caſes juſt as it would: B 
do, a thouſand Years ago, and will doabeac 
thouſand Years hence: and if two Bodies aſtort 
ſuch degrees of celerity, and magnitudeſige 
meet in the ſame manner, they will reboun|je ( 
juſt as they did heretofore, and will do thecom 
ſame hereafter. For the Laws of Naturdefic 
are conſtant and immutable, being eſtaſbut 
bliſh'd by God upon a full view of all theſeſtab 
were capable of producing; and 'tis theneſs 
Excellencv of them, that they are ſo ſimpl;vine 
and yet ſo general, and fruitful , and ?tympc 
for their fertility, That God has been pleasÞy h 
to conſtitute them for the Eternal ſubſiſiſdo it 
ence of the World. dude 
Xv. 6. Tis true, the Univerſality of theſſdom 
The Par. very Laws will in many inſtances be thing, 
N occaſion of imperfections in the World; beſ hic 
of general ca uſe the general communication of moti of th 
Lars not ons, eftabliſh't for the publick good, maſthe! 
— 2 prove prejudicial on particular accountzand 
prevent The Rains which God has appointed, 2 V 
ry Ae a conſequence of this eſtabliſhment, for thartm: 
Iſhment. . * 4 © . 
impregnations, and fruQifying the Earth wi 
may prove deſtructive to the fruits of itÞ tht 
when ſo exceſſive as to waſh the foil tronParre 
the roots of the Corn, and fruſtrate the: his 
bours of the Husbandman : And by reatent 


10 | 
| 
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ſur. on of ſome impediment in the Mother, a 

e Child may come into the World, with a 

ame beficiency or Redundancy of parts, with 

wilds Body prepoſterouſly form'd, with an 
doalhead in the wrong place, or Members di- 

5 gfſtorted,and diſproportionate;which may ob- 
udeſige him immediately to leave it again: And 
under God when he ordain'd the Laws of the 
theſcommunications of motions, foreſaw their 
turedeficiency in ſuch like accidental occaſions, 

but this was not ſufficient to prevent his 
eſtabliſhing them, which for their Fruitful- 
 theneſs and Extent he ſaw worthy of his Di- 
npl|vine Wiſdom- If theſe diſorders were of that 
importance, as to deſerve to be remedied, 
aby his particular Will, doubtleſs he would 
z{i4do it: but ſince he does it not, we may con- 

dude it would be unworthy of his Wit- 
heſſdom to multiply his Wills, for the Prevent- 

> thling, or Redreſſing ſome particular effects, 
deſwhich are of ſmall account in compariſon 
notiof that general proviſion he has made, - tor 
mathe Beauty, the Harmony, the Perfection 
1ntjand Grandeur of the World. 

, 4 d. Which being premis'd we may at-. u 
r them as to the works of Nature, that God Go m1;z; 
arthis willing all his Creatures {hould be perfect the per- 


f in their Rind; that he delights not in the Tee 
TromParrenneſs of the Earth; that he ſends not .,,.,u.; 


his Hail, or Rain with any deſtructive in- by a Gene 
ent; that.he Wills not any monſtrous pro- == 
duction, 


*Thyo 


Li's 


— 
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duction, nor deſigns the abortion of Chiſyhe 
dren, nor has he fix d the Laws of nature... 
with intent to produce ſuch miſerable e hpir 
fects: And if it had been poſſible to ſormſent 
and preſerve a more perfect World by Lawygn 
ſo ſimple, and conſiſtent with his infiniqh he 
Wiſdom, he would never have eſtabliſhſutic 
the preſent, whereot ſo many monſtroßſiad 
ties, and irregularities, are the neceſſanſynſi 
and unavoidablerefults, Now from henqſiſc 
we may by a Parity of reaſon diſcover th,] 
method by which God Acts in the order dor 
Grace, in his forming and Governing, an s. 
in Sanctifying and ſaving his Church. hett 
„ xvi . For though it be true there is a valhje;r 
Nerwith- difference betwixt the Material, and Spintygnc 
Handing tual World, and that in the edification d "mp 
4Ference the Church which is to laſt for ever, he adhecel 
berwixe by quite different methods, from what lthey { 
im does in the preſervation of this habirabliy; ex 
ifible frame, which is to fall in pieces, when tod 
Ford. number of the Predeſtinate ſhall be compyye: 
N pleated: yet this Diverſity can not be fuffreak: 
ebarader pos'd fo great, as to take from the Laws rder 
of an * Grace the Character of the Cauſe that madhar i 
_ them: Tis one and the fame God wil Mc 
bet. rules both in the Oeconomy of Nature, anJRya] 
of Grace; and if he acts as a Central Cauſſcienc 
in the one, he cannot be preſum'd to atom 
as a Particular Cauſe in the other: for IWrre 
always acts conſiſtently with himſelf. Froifirain” 
hene 
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hence we may infer that he has eſtabliſh'd 
Uſterrain Sl Laws for the raiſing this 
 Gpiritual edifice which is to be a Magnifi- 
Ment Temple Conſecrated to his Eternal 
AWHonour and Glory, and that theſe are ſuch 
inugt before the putting his great deſign in exe- 
ſaution appear'd at once the moſt ſimple 
rol-knd moſt comprehenſive, and all things 
ambonfider?d bore the greateſt proportions of 

ena iſdom to his deſign'd effect: and were 
' Uhaually fitted to ſerve the Glory of their Au- 
er hor and the Ixtereſts of mankind. 

and d. The reaſon of appointing theſe Laws; Xvi. 

or the conſtruction of the Church being The mcon. 

vat heir fecundity, and fitneſs to produce HIDE 
Pityonderful a Work as God, in the Infinite ee 
n %mprehenſion of his Wiſdom, ſaw mult 74/ /aws 
acpeceſſarily follow; we are not to wonder 7 — 
It hey ſhould not correſpond to all the ſingu- reaſon 
abr exigencies of Mankind; nor to blame 44mm? 
n od tor not obſerving a conduct, which — 
om ever deſireable and grateful to Humane men., 
ſuffreakneſs, was not reccncileable to eternal „ 
vs Prder and Wiſdom. Thus we may fay 4 
nadhat it is the General will of God to bring cular 
will Men to Salvation, and if all Men are nor 51 
antually Saved, it is not from any real de- 
ciency in the general Laws of Grace, nor 
o 2Fom any particular will of God, that is 
I IWrrevea/zd, that the delign'd effect is re- 
frofrain'd, or prevented: but from that won- 

1enc der- 


hi 
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| derful variety, and compli:2t.:on of Cay] ſho 
ö ſes, in Nature and Grace; and from that L cho 
berty in the Souls of Men, which will no time 
ſuffer theſe General Laws to take place oj ties, 
every particular occaſion. It was indee(| this 
poſſible for God to have remedied all ſud ſequ 
inconveniences by particular Wills, which plici 
his general ones could not extend to: buſ to r 
then a particular will of God, in bringinyeffed 
about any event in contradiction to the ge|tott 
neral courſe of things, being in the ſtricteſ ſhou 
Senſe a Miracle, we ought to conſideſ ſupp 
whether we who are Sinners and Rebelſeoul 
againſt God are creatures of that momen 
as ſhould determine him to be alway} 6. 
working Miracles in our favour, Reli 
s XVIII. d. If the River Nile which God by t mon 
An Ex- general Laws of Motion, and Revolutioſthe | 
rar „of the ſeaſons, has appointed to overfloiſlafir 
ure, the land of Egypr, ſhould fail to ſwell by0yl, 
yond its Banks, by reaſon of the tardy diſgye: 
ſolution of the Mountain Snows, and 
| prevent the future Harveſt; is it to bee 
ll. eted that he ſhould remedy this failuſthel 
| 5 a Miraculous Rain, to ſatisfy the defired 
the Egyptians If we ſuppoſe that God h 
for one deſign, in the overflowing of tliby P 
River, the watering and inriching the ado it 
jacent Soil, we mult preſume he ſaw prac 
would generally ſerve to that purpoſe ; auſpart 
it was the Plenty, not the BarrennelsWrac 


{hou 
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hic 

bu 
ging 
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| J 5 from the | 
tai moment than the watering the Earth; and 35 of ; 


ilu 
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io it to abſolve him from unkind and Un- 


part of the World from the Covenant of 
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ſhould occaſion, that induc'd him to make 
choice of it. But if it happen'd, as ſome- 
times it has done, that Droughts, Sterili- 
e on] ties, and Famines ſhould be the Effects of 
leedl this Eftabliſhment, this is not of ſuch con- 
ſuc equence as to cauſe God to alter the Sim- 


plicity of his ways, and Multiply his Wills, 
to redreſs ſuch accidental diſorders. The | 
effect produc'd would not be equivalent | 
tothe action that produc'd it; unleſs Order | 
ſhould require, that God in that caſe ſhould | 
ſupply that by a Miraculous cauſe, which 
could not be accompliſh'd by a Natural. | 


van $. The cultivation of the World with; xy; | 


Religion, and Vertue, 1s a thing of greater Confirm'd 


the Fruits of Holineſs and Repentance are Grace. 
lnfinitely more valuable than Corn and 
Oyl, and Wine; and yet if we caſt our 
Eyes abroad, we ſhall obſerve a great part 
of Mankind, to lie uncultivated, Barren, 
and Unfruirtul in this reſpect; on whom 
the light of the Goſpel has not yer ſhone, nor 


Ithe Rain of Grace ſoftened; and Subdu- 


their Hearts. If weſuppos'd God acted 
by Particular Wills, we ſhould be hard put 


gracious deſigus, in excluding ſo great a 


race, and the * of Mercy in Ye/as 


Chriſt: 


162 


VE Thr, 


The two Covenants of 


Chriſt. For why ſhould a common Father] q; 
of Men act with ſuch partial conſiderati.] ha 
ons, to his Children? Why ſhould he di. fo 
ſtribute his favours with ſuch a palpable di. pe 
ſtinction, affording ſome all the opportun | ;h; 
ties of Mercy, and Pardon; and not vouch-| N. 
ſafing others ſo much as the knowledge of | an- 
any ſuch thing? Amongſt Men ſuch a con · G0 
duct is eaſily accounted for, whoſe Indul-| Ea 
gence, or Severity, Affection, or Dullike | nit 
are commonly the effects of ſome prejuds| anc 
ces and Paſſions, occaſion'd by the particu-| ſuff 
lar Airs, Tempers, and Complexions | on 
their Children. But God has no ſuch in. Edi 
firmities to apologize for a mere beneficent part 
Love on one hand, and a more noxiou and 
neglect on the other. He that regards the| pre: 
Eſſences of things, and proportions his love] b. 
to Order: 1. e. to the degree of perfedtia| me 
there is in his Ideas of different Beings, ha Co 
no reaſon to diſtinguiſh betwixt Man an([h,ve 


Man Originally: for they areallalike com- t 


pounded of a Soul, and Body, and equal Gene 
pretenders, of themſelves, to his favow[for 
and friendſhip. His comprehenlive know|lief o 
ledge cannot permit him to be ignorant d[Do& 
the wants of his Creatures, and his Good. prop 
neſs extends to all the ends of the Earth: I. 
therefore he ated like Men by particulat|the E 
views, and for particular ends, we cannd e 
ſuppoſe but a Good and Wiſe God 8 

| efirc 
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deſire to make every individual creature 


happy, and would by particular Wills at- 
ford them Equal means of Recovery, Re- 
-| pentance, and Salvation. Bur ſince we find 
this actually otherwiſe, and that whole 
Nations {till remain in Heathen Ignorance, 


and Infidelity, we mult conclude that 


God's Ways are as wide as Heaven and 
Earth, from ours: that he acts as an Infi- 


nite, aud Univerſal Cauſe, by general Wills 


and Deſigns : and that his Wiidom will not 


ſuffer him to break in upon the Conſtituti- 
on of thoſe Laws he has eſtabliſh'd tor the 


Edification of his Church, to remedy ſuch 


particular Deficiencies, as the Simplicity, 
and Univerſality of his Actings cannot 
prevent. | 


have not heard? and how ſhall they hear with 


Doctrine which he taught: Which Faith is 


[propagated by Preaching and Hearing the 


Goſpel : the ſound of which is gone out into ail 
the Earth, and their words unto the ends of the 
World, This doubtleſs God faw to be a 
moſt proper, and effectual means to reclaim 
M 2 2 


d. We are told by St. Paal, that Faith . 


comes, by hearing, and hearing by the Word of kau one 
God: For how (hall they believe on whom they General 
Means of 
race, and 


out 4 Preacher? Rom. 10. One of thoſe agree 


A: to the na- 
General means which God has appointed **-* of 


for Salvation is Faith in his Son; the be- Man. 
lief of what he did, and ſuffer'd, and of the 


ibs 


XIX. 


— " —£ WW 75: 
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a looſe and vicious World, and to bringgry; 
many Sons unto Glory. He ſaw the Churclyhjs 
he was to build could ſtand upon this founky at 
dation, Jeſus Chriſt being the chief cornethe x 
Stone: and therefore he gave ſome Apoſt ley 40 
and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſt s, amgroy, 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of eve 
the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, for ih, a. 
edifying the Body of Chriſt. What does G(Fhis 
do in all this but diſplay a general, ache? 
Gracious deſign of ſaving the World, thee 
the preaching of the Goſpel ? and whoſp, 
can be imagin'd more proper and condſiouſl 
cible to ſuch an end? For if God is to dg reaſ 


Sik i racles, by the Demonſtration of the Spirit ng 2 


| theres: Of Power? and ought he not to win ꝙaſt o 


len that poſſeſs his Heart and Aﬀections, by the he ya 


%s his Son a Sacrifice? poltl; 
church d. But if this be a method agreeabſhdies 
infinite Wiſdom in founding his Kingdreach 
re. the Church, and if humane means andþms | 
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Mfruments are to be imploy'd in building 
Chis Spiritual Temple, it will not be finiſh'd 
All at once, ic will rife by degrees, and be 
nethe work of time: It muſt grow up into him 
lein all things, which is the head even Chriſt, and 
wcording to the effeftual working in the meaſure 
Fever part, muſt make the increaſe of the Bo- 
't wy, unto the edification of it ſelf in Charity 
3Mhis then being the wil! of God, even our 
alpanctification; and this the method by which 
 Feperforms it, we need not wonder that the 
ViGoſpel ſhould be unequally ſpread, and va- 
Uiouſly entertain'd. It will be eaſy to give 
dq reaſon why all have not believed this re- 
Hort, and why the arm of the Lord hath 
S Qot been every where reveal'd. 

OY F. There is an infinite complication of 
Muſes in nature to obſtruct and delay the 
Creat work of Man's Salvation. 
{Warity of ſome Countries, and the inacceſ- 
Veble diſtance of others, might retard the 
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Eph. 40 
15. 16, 


$. XXI. 
Becauſe 


there are 


The bar- « compli- 


cation of 


cauſes to 


obſtruct 


© purſe of the Goſpel, and hinder its propa. he work. 


| Nation. The detect of Navigation for ſo 
it ng a ſeaſon might diſappoint the whole 
n Joalt of America of fo great a Bleſſing, and 
he vaſt diſtance and impervious Tracts, 
akhd intolerable climates might hinder the 

poltles from viliting tome of the remater 
\bldies: And even where the Goſpel was 
gdreach'd, the Tempers of Men, the Cu- 
Y oms and Conſtitutions of Nations, the 


M 3 Powers 
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Powers of Prejudice and worldly Intereſt] wl 
might in a great meaſure defeat the good ne 
effects of it: The Expectations, and Hope cy, 
of a Temporal Deliverer made a Crucifieſ Th 
Saviour a ſtumbling - block to the Jem Wr 
and the Lye and contradiction this Doctrinf the 
gave to the receiv'd Philoſophy made i ties 
tooliſhneſs to the Greeks, The Epicure; irre 
at Athens entertain'd St. Paul as a vai ons 
Babler, with Mockery and Ridicule, whe Was 
he preach'd to them Jeſus and the Refurre4| Obl 
on: Whereas the Stores, whoſe ſevere the 
tempers inclin'd them to more impartial ei Mor 
quiries, were willing to hear him at ang ence 
ther ſeaſon. On the contrary the Berea prof 
attentively conſider'd the arguments th: 
were alledged, and reſorted to the Scrig aw. 
tures to diſcover the analogies inſiſted ai to ſt 
betwixt the Old Teſtament and the Nei them 
In all which we diſcover how much t. had 
natural or acquired tempers of Men, the Sim 
manners of Life, Learning or Educatiq ture 
diſpos'd them to receive, or reject t molt 
Chriſtian Religion. But whileſt the wo lign'c 
{ſhip of Idols was eſtabliſh'd in the Empiqfure 
the greateſt oppoſition it receiv'd was frofffom 
the Power of the Senate; for it was not iin the 
make its way by the Sword, and violentÞ! wi 
to bear down all before it, but in a nat 1 the 
ral, and gentle manner convey it ſelſſties. 
the reaſon and approbation of Men: ſſwiſdo 
WI 
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ef| which it was excellently Adapted, but was 

204 never deſign d to contend withthe obſtina- 

psl cy, and overturnthe Liberty of mankind. 

fed Thus we ſee that though Miracles were 

mi wrought for the confirmation of the Truth, 

rig) they were not ſuch as remov'd all difficul- 

e ties and impediments in Nature, or that 

ea] irreſiſtibly conquer'd the headlong paſſi- 

val ons, and inveterate prejudices of Men. It 

hel was ſufficient that notwithſtanding theſe 

ed Obſtacles and diſcouragements it met with, 

erg the Goſpel ſtill made its way, and became 

| ex) More convincing, and Glorious, in that 

1nd encountring ſo much oppolition, it could 

Aal proſelyte ſo great a part of the World. 

thi d. And therefore tho? God Almighty fore- 5 XXII. 

ifaw what difficulties his Religion was like ap hg 

ol to ſtruggle with, he did not think to prevent /aw :heſ: 

ell them, nor to recede from the Meatures he e. 
tl had concerted for its Increaſe ; which were ,”, * 

-h4 Simple, and General, and ſuted to the ga- ze agree- 

ture of Man, and all things conſider'd, the 5 
molt proper, and proportionate to his de- 0 

a ſign'd effect, in the conſtruction of the file prevent | 
ture World. He would not I fay recede em. 

frolfrom theſe Meaſures, or appoint any other 

otijin their {tead, which had a lels proportion 

ntj0f wiſdom to that End, however benefici- 

at! they might be to our particular neceſſi- 

ties. For it it was conſiitent with Divine 
Avidom to act by particular Wills in the 

N 4 con- 
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converſion of Sinners, it would be a much He cc 
more ſpeedy and effectual Method to change hainir 
the temper of their Minds, by an refit or hi 
ble Grace, as he did St. Paul's at once, than/Whe 
by ſuch a tedious, and leiſurely Proceſs, toſever 
lead them ſtep by ſtep, affording them|Form 
Graces which they often defeated, and ren. el or 
dred ineffectual. effect 
$. XXIII. S. But this is not the Method he is pleas do ob 
He wo? to make uſe of, which ſhews that he willfewe: 
"les in not work Miracles, but when ſuch extra\fets, 
Grace, 9 ordinary Occaſions call for them, as juſtif Wot 
PNature, a Deviation from the common Rules of hiz|uabl 
but upon Providence; and therefore tho? to accom{ſhoul 
exrrardi- pliſh ſome great end, as the long thiwith 
A. Church by ſo eminent an Apoſtle, he mig Law 
Work a Miracle in the order of Grace, A Wiſe 
he has many others in the order of Natumſders, 
for the ſame purpoſeʒ yet it is more forhis gli ſew 
ry, as to the generality, to execute his greſ and 
RI deſigns +4 the ſimple and general Laws whe: 
ment ef has eftabliſh'd ; and by theſe to ſanctifſor ex 
tbe fmpli- adorn, and enrich his Church with thotand 
city ne infinite Beauties and Glories, which rei It (} 
ibe Di be it a work highly worthy of its Authq Thi 
vine Con- and the eternal Object of his Love. [on tc 
2 9. We ſhall be the eaſier convinc'd of thy mig] 
Seated if we conſider, that the wiſer any Perſon qariſc 
from Nie- and the more penetrating and com prehe 
1 ſive his views; the more ſteady and rel: 
zicks, ved he is in the Proſecution of his Deſig 
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h He compares the end with the means of ob- 
ze ning. it, and ſeeing they are ſufficient 
i- or his purpoſe, he puts them in Practice: 
an Whereas a ſhort-ſighted Underſtanding is 
toſever projecting, and contriving a new il 
m form uſeleſs Schemes, and is forced to can- | 
n · cel or repair them, and perhaps at laſt the [ 
effect will not pay for the trouble it was at | 
$d|to obtain it: Thoſe Engines that with the 
villfeweſt Movements perform the greateſt Ef- 
rz ſects, give the Character of the wiſeſt 
ie Workman; as a Watch would be moſt va- 
byluable, that with a ſmall number of Wheels, 
»m{ſhould anſwer all the Purpoſes of another 
th with a much greater. Tis thus in the 
gu Laws of a State; thoſe ſhew tlie greateſt 
A Wiſdom and Comprehenſion of their Foun- 
unders, which being ſimple in Quality, and 
glaſew in number, anſwer all the Purpoſes 
rei and Exigences of the Commonwealth; 
5 H whereas the multiplicity of Laws to enforce 
tif or explain one another, betrays weakneſs, 
thojand want of Foreſight in their Authors. 
req It ſhews they acted upon half views of 
thq Things, and had not reach and penetrati- 
on to collate, and conſider what occaſions 
thy might happen, and what emergences might 
dn Hariſe. | 
ehe 
rel: 


15 | L. Ir 
| 
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Every 
thing in 
Nature 
Proves 
this con- 


duct ex 
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Q. If we carry theſe reflections higher, v ties 
ſhall be convinc'd, that God who acts b gue 
the Rules of infinite Wiſdom, executes hi the 
purpoſes, by the ſimpleſt and ſhorteſt, tha] e 
is, by the wiſeſt Methods; that he does not yy 7 


cepe Mi- multiply his Laws without neceſſity; and yy 


racles, 


6, XXVI. 
The ſame 
Conduct 

prov d in 
the order 
of Grace. 


with every good Motion, and ſhed ever 


that it is the conſtant Counſel of Omnipo| be, 
tence, to work the greateſt Performance roa 
by the feweſt Wills. Every thing in Na|agy 
ture demonſtrates this Divine Conduct, ex heſt; 
cept Miracles, which are the effects of hi ticu 
particular Will, or of that of Creatures, actin! |eſs 
in Subordination to him; and fince he af prof 
ways acts conſiſtently with himſelf, we fect 
might well preſume he obſerv'd the fam Wil 
Method in the order of Grace, if we hal cacic 
made no Obſervations to prove it. N 
$. But ſince it appears by hat the Scti ners 
ptures teach, and what we experience ii effec 
the World, that he has given us general caſt 
Laws for our Sanctification and Salvation jt ha 
we ſhould be very fond admirers of out to re 
Selves, to expect that he ſhould inſpire u Coy 
God 
Grace upon our Hearts, by a particular Will| that 
that is that he ſhould be continually work] dred 
ing new Miracles to convert and fave us| Cert 
Therefore whilſt he acts as a general Agent; and 
and affords Grace univerſally as he does che ceſſa 
Rain and Sun in general to Mankind, botiſ if he 


to the Evil and the Good, and opportunſ as n 
tle 


b 


hi che Jews, O Inhabitants of 
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ties of improving it, he may reaſonably ar- 


e with them, as the Prophet does with 
Jeruſalem, and 


nal Mex of Judah, J I pray, betwixt me and 


nol Vineyard; w 


an 
po 
10 
Na, 


El. 


1 
al. 

W 
im 


h 


2 ] 


Oul 
g UI 


m Vineyard, that I have not done in it M herefore 
when I look'd that it ſpauld bring forth Grapes, 
brought it forth wild Grapes ? Cou'd there be 
any Reaſon in this Expoſtulation, if God 
beſtow'd his Grace on his Church, by par- 


ticular Wills? Every ſuch Will muſt doubt- 


leſs have ſome aim and deſign; It muſt 
propoſe ſome particular effect; and the ef- 
fect propoſed will infallibly follow ; tor this 
Will of God is zrreſitible, it is always effi- 
cacious. 


to render them more culpable and guilty; 
Could this be in the deſign of a mercitu] 
God, to afford a Sinner a Grace on purpoſe 


that by his abuſe of it, he might be ren- 
dred more obnoxious to his Diſpleaſure? 
| Certainly God can fee the Hearts of Men, 
and diſcover what degrees of Grace are ne- 


ceſſary to renew them to Repentance; and 


il if he faw a Soul fo obſtinate and obdurate, 


as not to be moved, and ſoftned by ſuch a 
pro- 
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at could have been done more to I.. 5:3, 4+ 


g. But now the Grace that is given to Sin- xxvII. 
ners, is oftentimes found to have no good Ke aſons 
effect for their Converſion : ?Tis a Pearl J ing, 
era caſt before Swine, and trampled on; nay, at ner by 


it has at the ſame time a miſchievous effect, particular 
1.44. 
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pon ion of Grace, he would never uſeleſs|yplicit 
ſtow it, when the ſame, or a leſs Porti.thy o 
on vouchſafed another, would be victori.Men, 
ous and effectual to his Converſion. [jfhis « 
this were the Divine Method in the Diſttiſte ſa 
bution of Graces, God could never hayvtto ſa v 
{aid he had done all that was poſſible for higot in 
People, when the very Gifts he beſtowed $. 
were deſtructive to them, and his negle&} gre: 
of them had been the greater Bleſſing. |{ls'd 


$.XXVIIL $. But if he diſtributes his Graces biects 


That God 


has done 


certain general and invariable Laws, which|the V 


all char is his Wiſdom obliges him not to diſpenſany « 
peſible for with; then the Blame will fall wholly up/made 


eve Same on the Sinner, who has rendred himſelf un duct 


tion 
Sinners, 


worthy or uncapable of the Benefit, andpreſe: 
has received the Grace of God in vainſupon 
God has done all that his Wiſdom coul{Drou 
pm him to do in his favour ; he has eſtz|'y on 
liſn'd ſuch Laws for his entring and perſeffect 
ſevering in the Covenant, as were ſufficienof M 
to convert and fave him, if he would hav: for a1 
complied with them: And thus we muſt aſdeſig 
firm, that tis the Will of God that all Mei Rain 
ſhould be ſaved, and that none ſhould pe Drop 
riſh everlaſtingly ; and that he has done al|cular 
that is neceſſary, or that is poſſible, al. finite 
lowing him to act as becomes his Charaſinten 
cter, as a general Cauſe; that if in the in breal 
finite ſcope of his knowledge, he had ſec and 
any other Order of Grace, of as great ſimſſuch 
Plicit) 
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glyplicity, but greater comprehenſion ; as wor- 
ti. hy of his Wiſdom, and more Beneficial to 
ri. Men, he would have preferr'd it; But ſince 

Ichis could not be done, we muſt confeſs that 
triſbe ſaves as many as it is poſſible for him 
auto ſa ve, whillt he acts by the adorable rules 
hidof infinite Wiſdom. 


ef great many Men who have been long pol- des of 
esd with contrary Opinions, that God —_ 
byþ&ts in this general way in the forming Of he Con- 
ichthe World to come; and yet there is hardly 44 in 
n{any one whoſe head 1s ſo Unphiloſophically e 
up/made, but will acknowledge this Cen- tho cb 
un duct in the making and governing of the % cn. 
zndpreſent. When God ſends a gracious Rain 22 
ainſupon his Inheritance, and refreſhes the Oraer of 
ul{Droughty Earth with Fruitful Showers,eve- Nee. 
ſtaſty one will attribute the producing ſo good 

effect to the general Efficacy of the Laws 

en of Motion. It would be vain and abſurd 

tor any Man to ſay that God particularly 
deſign'd or appointed ſuch a quantity of 

Rain for his private Field ; and chat every 

pe Drop that fell was manag'd by his parti- 

alf cular Will, and appropriated to ſuch a De- 

al finite end: For if he fo immediately ſuper- 

ral intended the Clouds, as to determine their 
in\breaking with that inconceivable nicety 

del and exactneſs, he would not ſurely pour- 


im ſuch uſeleſs quantities upon the Seas, and 
lt) | at 


| . . IX. 
red d. It will be an hard matter to convince * — 


the Order 
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at the ſame time afford none to the Earthwas 
that wanted it;he would not ſooften ſaturatgnd « 
the barren Sands with Moiſture, whilſt thÞivi 
manured Soil was neglected, and the Fruitlaw 
of the Earth periſh'd by the unſeaſonablghe 1 
Drought ; he would not ſend ſuch Floodgwas 
as ſhould be deſtructive to the Seedequumſc 
Ground, and ſpoil the Fruits that werdſed j 
growing to maturity: For if the Rains falſvon 
certainly the Fruits grow by his particulaptere 
Wills; and here would be oze ill to diſaphran: 
point and deſtroy another. God would peryus 1 
petually contradict himſelf, he would dojtered 
and undo; build, and pull down; ande 7 
make ſuch marches, and countermarcheythers 
to himſelf, as no prudent Perſon would bifra:t, 
$. XXX. guilty of that light and deſultory Behaviſlirt) 
* 4 our. But all this is eaſily ſolved, whe d. 
would fall we obſerve that he has conſtituted ſuch gende t 
5 neral Laws of Nature, as are worthy of aſhew's 
uit chat infinite Wiſdom, and fitted to the greatjood 
Fache end he deſign'd, of preſerving and governe e 
22 ing the World, but by reaſon of their unielpec: 
believing verſality, ſimplicity, and uncompoundedq tert. 
every Mo- Quality, are not to be accommodated tqful e 
__y every private neceſſity and inconvenience. | its c 
Heart: >. In like manner all the puzling difficulyvare 
we ties Men have form'd to themſelves in theyon, . 
rarticular order of Grace, would immediately vanillftes>b.4 
Will if they could once quit thole fond Notionsþry p 


dt every good motion of their HeartFea w 
| was 


| 
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rthwas an effect of a particular Will of God, 

ratthnd could believe that the Celeſtial Seed of 
thiDivine Grace fell and ſprang up by general 
uitLaws, as well as the terreſtrial; and that 

tblthe Reaſon why it had ſo different effects, 

odgvas What is given by our bleſſed Lord 
dechimſelf; vis. Becauſe ſome of this Heavenly 

rerefeed fell by the way ſide, and the Fowls came and 
fallfevoured it up. Some fell upon ſlony Places, 
ularphere it had not much Earth, and forthwith 
ſapſrung up for mant of depth, and when the Sun 

perqus up it was ſcorch'd, and for want of Root wi- 

dojtered away. And ſome fell among I horns, and 

andle Thorns ſprung up and choak'd it. But 
chajthers fell into good Ground, and brought forth 1 

| befruit, ſome an Hundred, ſome Sixty, and ſome 4. 
aviſbirty fold. 

hei d. Our Lord treats of the Word of God, g. xxx1. 
gejnd the Grace that accompanies it: He 4 could 
f anfbews it is ſown indiſeriminately on the _ 
reagood and bad So of Men's Hearts, and Parable of 
erne effect it has, is anſwerable to the % _ 
uniepe&ive diſpoſitions it finds to receive and 13. * 
deſſatertain it: It Men would expect a plen- mg whar 
| tefful encreaſe, they muſt contribute to give 33974 
ce. Þ its due force and vertue; they mult c. re 
culqvate and prepare their Souls for its Recep- e made 
thefon, they mult quali fie themſelves as N 
niſlffesþa2d-zex do their Soil, with the neceſ- che Hea- 
onsÞry preparations; and then the Heavenly *n9Seceq. 
artFea would have the bleſſed effect: every 

was (grace 
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Grace that was given, would become Eve 
eacioas ; it would have its Fruit unto Hg, the 
lineſs, and the end everlaſting Life. If Ca, 

vetouſneſs and Love of the World were ſuf 5 

fered entirely to poſſeſs the Heart, the Warp, 
of God is not like to be much attended to 
If Prejudices and falſe Notions had rooteþ, m 
them ſelves deep againſt the Doctrine of ou, 7, 
Lord, even Miracles and mighty Workggy 5. 
could not make way for its Reception; aneſce 
for that Reaſon the People of Beta one 
and Choraæ in and Capernaum, rejected the Guie. 

ſpel,tho* confirm'd with Signs and Wondem d 
when the like Teſtimonials would have colſeve 
verted the Heathens of Tyre and Sidon, naſnatic 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, had they bea f, 
vouchſafed them. atior 


nd t 


XXXII. 6 Which Inſtance, as it tends to ſhethor t 


er what diſpoſitions are neceſſary, for the Ethenſi 


be ated creaſe and Ripening of Divine Grace, theirs 
„is ſhed abroad in Men's Hearts; fo it ſeruſte 
40 re to remove another Difficulty which woultg, ly 
Caſe of ariſe, upon ſuppoſition of God's acting Hoꝗt 
the jeu. particular Wills : For in that Caſe it mighth lom, 
ſaid, that he dealt with a partial Hand, andy/iry 
beſtowed his Favours with noDeſtgn or withal to 

an ill one; that he aggravated the Guilt olqyjs: | 
Selt-willd, and reluctant People, by the Oppt the 
portunity he gave them to deſpiſe and tramjiaco | 

ple on his Mercies, which offer'd to othe 

WOul 


ner 
0 Ope 
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ERave been gratefully receiv'd and improy'd 

Hg, the honour of God and their own Salva- 

on. 

uf & But if we conſider that he acts by a 

Volg ner! Will, and that the Goſpel was to be 5. xxx. 
"Yropagated by the moſt ſimple, and natu- 2 com 

Xl method, we ſhall conclude it reaſonable G %..; 

0 he Jews ſhould have the firſt propofal, from ſary as att. 

Niyrhom the Bleſſed Aathor of it derived his =. 

auſheſcent according to the Fleſh: and A- pig, 

4nong{t whom he was pleas'd to Live and 

Wie. They were not indeed fo well dis- 

dend to attend to it and obey it, nor to be- 

Cleve the Miracles wrought for its confir- 

naſmation: but yet many ot them that wait⸗ 

bead for the Kingdom of God, and the conſo- 

ation of 1/rael, gladly receiv'd the Truth, 

nd the obſtinacy of the Generality ought 

hethot to hinder the execution of ſo compre- 

Fupenſive a deſign; nor their probable Infi- 

Tikelity alter the wiſe meaſures concerted for 

[he Univerſal benefit of Mankind; Eſpe- 

ollally (ince we are taught by St. Paul, that 

8 od by the Unſearchableneſs of his Wif- 

nt om, ſer ves his wiſe purpoſes by the Izcre- 

ality of the Jews, in making it inſtrumen- 

Willtal to the Converſion, and Faith of the Gen- 

olf: And ſhallinlike manner make the faith 

Ohr the Gerti/s a means to bring the Jews 

'aMaco the pale of the Chrittian Church. 

the N d. In 

cid 
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For ech. 9- In the grand deſign of raiſing fo gloſcom 
cation e OUS a Fabrick as this Eternal Templgrea 
tbe Which is to ſubſiſt for ever, there is a necdChu 
yi N ſity of a leiſurely and Methodical progre} b. 
robe The Foundations mult be firſt laid, beſqmore 
wrought the Pillars, and Ornaments can take plagrror 
haſtily and . 5 
immerbo. and appear in it: and tho? ſome parts offarly 
dicaly. might with leſs difficulty be wrought, yþ{5--; 
they muſt be polſtpon'd till others havenyhat 
ceiv'd their due completion: For whiger:70, 
Reaſon the Hyrians and Sidonians, thin vw: 
diſpos'd to enter into the Chriſtian built wi! 
ing, could not be haſtily and irregulaſtory 
introduc'd, till Jeſus Chriſt had laid the iq; hay 
moveable Foundations, and cemented the Goc 
with his Blood: The Superſtructure u d. ) 
reſerv'd for the Apoſtles and Evangeliſpary 
and accordingly we obſerve when St. Pgouz:; 
came to Tyre it had not been neglecteulga 
He found diſciples already there, andjtion 
the week that he abode with them we mger v 
preſume he was not an idle Labourer in aforld 
ing to the Church ſuch as were duly qualkes i 
fied for Salvation- ts 
„ xxxy. . There are abundance of circumſta te, 
The me- ces in the preaching of the Goſpel, that caſting 
has ob. ſider'd by themſelves, contain  difficulthple c 
ſerv/dthe not eaſie tobe ſolved : But taking them Nixe 
— general, we may affirm that they are tſen{ic 
five. reſult of that order of Grace, which the I} the 
vine Wiſdom has eſtabliſh'd as the mqt!; +1 
con 
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mcomprenenſive of all others, to bring the 
12 reateſt number of the Predeſtinate into the 


Church of Chri/f, i 
d. But in order to render this Subject 5 beer | 


re 
faqmore clear; and to diſintangle it from thoſe 7”; 
agrrors that have over- run it: let us particu- p,,,,cu. 
of arly conſider the mature 0 Grace - OW it is! 18 con 
Mispenſed; and in what iamner it Operates ; * 
envhat are rhe prepara: IONS 110 5" os to its Ne 
* eption ; and what ſhare (nm, liberty has 
thin 027 27 £4757 40 and O ſen 8 it: 1trer W711 212 
ai will be caſy to give our {elves a fatisfa- 
atftory aniwer, in relation to ſuch en quirics 
zbhave troubled and perplex'd the minds 
haf Good, and Conſidering Men to refolve. 
S. Now Grace in the ſcriptural aud pri-; EE 
liſhary notion of it, is Fivaur, Alercy or ib. 
Paou;s: „ alt is often us'd to denote the O- 805 3 
tquigation of the Goſpel; and char diſpen- , ;.. 
1djtion of the molt valuable \ fercies, cli t 
mier were vouchſafed in the Salvat ion ofthe 
n Aforld by Jeſus Chriſt. lu Which "Hor 
uatkes in all thoſe fav: ourable means initru- 
nts and opportunities, winchany ways 
ſtave, and affilt, in promoting our ever- 
Caſting [ncerelts. The Doctrine, and ex- 
alth ple of our 5 aviour, the CONVINCING force 
MI Miracles, his Death Reſurr 2ion. and 
e iſcenſion; the Pre ching of the Apoltics 
e the ſealing to the truth of tlie : Gotn 2] 
mat!1 thr Flood; were Graces of the felt 
CO N 2 mag⸗ 


5 8 
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magnitude: The appointment of a ſucceſhe V 
ſion of Paſtors, to Labour in the edificatiogreſs 
of the Church, and the Holy ordinancesqhiſſic 
Sacraments, and Prayers are the ordinargize, 
Graces which God has appointed to inſtruWorl 


reform and fave Mankind. 'Tis true theſthe m 


$. XXXVII. 
Nature 


ſubſer vi- 
ent to 
Crase. 


Graces are diſpens'd by an undiſtinguiſhingeral 
bounty, and are as common as the influechen 
ces of the Heavens, and as conſtant as thhone « 
motions of the Planets : But this is no dre 
traction to their value; but only a Teſtyork 
mony of the Unzverſality of the divine Aq us 
on, and an argument of the Swplicity anpnvei 
Gemerality of the Order of Grace. sRe 
d. God being to raiſe his Inviſible anfte ho 
Future World, out of this Viſible and Pq d. / 
ſeat one, has made Nature ſubſervient aff Er 
aſſiſtant to his wiſe deſign : he has mixpeans 
and interwoven one Order with the othqry r 
and as St. Paul ſpeaks of the Ceremonial Layving 
has made the Natural too a Pædag ogue face | 
lead us to Chriſt: For he himſelf can Hea 
cloath'd with humane Fleſh, he ſubmitipoctri 
his works to the teſtimony of Sexe; Not! 
made uſe of ordinary Speech, and convinÞvited 
his hearers. with arguments of Reaſox: Mean t 
ſeat John Baptiſt, as his Herald, to proclaſve an 
his approach, and to prepare the World the 
an uncommon Auſterity and Mortificatſa vel 
for a due attention to the heavenly Callifils c 
And it we obſerve what care he took, j 
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ſend out Diſciples two by two, to break 
cefthe Way, and open the Gate for the pro- 
iogreſs of his Goſpel, and afterwards com- 
s qniſſion'd Apoltles, and Teachers to Bap- 
lane, and proſelyte the ſeveral parts of the 
uMorld ; we cannot doubt but that he choſe 
hefthe moſt Humane, Eaſy, Natural, and Ge- 
lingeral way, to lead us firſt to Faith and 
geben to Salvation by it. There needed 
thhone of this Proceſs and Solemnity, if Na- 
dure were to have been excluded from the 
eſtyork of Grace, if he were to have inſtruct- 
Fus by particular Wills; and to have 
anpoverted our Souls, by immediate Impul- 

s Revelations and Supernatural Graces of 
alte holy Spirit. 


pff d. And therefore it is the higheit pitch S. xxx. 
af Enthuſiaſm to negle& the ordinary ;;, 


| 8 


i peans of Grace, and to expect excraordi- nary 


t hear motions from above: to deſpiſe the 
Layving ordinances of the Church, upon pre- 
ue Face of being more particular Favourites 
caſi Heaven; as has been the Practice and 
uttPoctrine of ſome late Viſioniſts pretending 
e: $nor lawful to ſollicit God by Prayer till 
10@vited by a Particular Revelation; in the 
: Mean time giving up their minds to a Pal- 
clave and Equilibrious State, till determin'd 
dy the Agency of the Divine lapſes: As 
catſa veſſel at Sea left “ eſtitute of hands, an'! 
allifils could be expected to arrive at Port, 
5 8 pureiy 


means of 
Grace En- 


t huſtalin. 


ne gle 
ordi- 
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purely by the impulſe of a favourable gala 
Tis true the Spirit of God blows wherej N 
liſts, but 'tis the Wiſdom of God whiqs 11. 
guides and determines it and ſince his Wy nk 
dom has appointed ſach conditions of a1 = 
receiving it, it is madneſs for us g 0 
preſcribe others to which we have no pra) 
mile of Succeſs. wo 
5. KL. 6. If we were but attentive obſcrvers., 
God di- Nature and Providence, we could not! 1 f. 
oo ae caſily miſtake the meaſures of Gods actiſo 
laws of in the work of Grace. We might ſee ſuf ak 
Neue 294 combination of Cauſes, and Effects altes 
Sb theſe plainly ſhew'd, God did! not uſual] ydiſtuſt! 
if Grace. the ſciled Laws of Nature, to carry on N 
of Grace with greater cer cainty and {ucct 
Life, and Death depend upon thoufands 
circumſtances, as Conſtituti ion, and Te 0 
per, Con dirion and Fortune, Pruden 1 
and Forecaſt, Accident and Hazard, * 
which there is infinite Variety; and all the 


Even 
have an cqual Influence on our eter eg 
State, and Irequently determine our Sal 1 
tion or Damnation: For inſtance: har ( 
battel puts a period to the Life of Tho to 
lands, Who in other circumſtances mis ne 
have prolong? 4 their term of Yeats toatt Aves 
ther date: and however differently qſhang 
lifted tor a ſummous ro Judgment, P 
Sword and the Buller make no d1{tincH! nd ft 


De 1th Un, 15 a plc melt | 


! 
ar V elt, and md 


dos 
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down the Tares and Wheat together: and 
[tis not the Good, or ill Diſpoſition the Man 


d in, as to the affairs of another Lite, that 


Wen prevail with an Arrow to divert its 
ſcourſe either to ſave or deſtroy him. In 
Iwhich caſe one and the ſame natural effect 
may have a manifold Difference, with re- 
Pption to the different conditions of Men: 


IS | 


nd we ſay that a mortal Wound to him 

(who by Repentance has qualified his Soul 
or Heaven is a very great Grace, and as 
great a Judgment to another, whom it over- 
| Takes Impenitent, and Unprovided: For 
It is poſſible the Former might have 
met with Temptations, had he liv'd long- 
er, to have ruin'd him, and the later have 
ound opportunities of Mercy and Par- 


don. 
d. You'll ſay "tis hard chat God \W DARE 


or 


Cce 
ids 
Le 


N [ 


al 


5 hat God always expects we ihoutd be rea- 
ni ly to appear, whenever he (hall think fit 
o call us ro Judgment : and he 15 not tO 
Areak through the Laws of Nature, and 
7 hange the courie of the Worid, in order 
1 o fave an Impenitent unthinking Sinner: 
ind from hence we may gather, that there 
wy N 4 15 
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is hardly any Circumſtance of Life and A ler, 1 
ction ſo indifferent, but one way, or other che | 
contributes to promote, or hinder our eter|and 
nal Welfare. There is nothing ſo inconſſ thou 
derable, but may prove a Grace to us, and even 
a Mercy : or a Judgment, and a Curſe then 
„% Any unexpected Accident, as a ſhowefhapr 
of Rain, or ſome preſent Avocation maſcircu 
prevent one perſon's Curioſity of going ij ny u 
Church, and another's going to a Ball qa gr 
% a Play: to the former this may happeſ way 
** to be the greateſt. Misfortune, as peiſ Libe 
* haps robbing him of an excellent Digtage 
+ courſe, that might have been the fi] 0. 
* ſtep to his Converſion : and to the othy law | 
it might be a peculiar Grace of ProviCreat 
« dence, in denying him an opportunitytear, 
6“ Sinning, and an Introduction to a widſ man 
ed Life. Thus Pleaſures, and Diveſ deem 
ſions, Labour and Buſineſs, Company, ant Thi: 
Converſation, Succeſſes, add Diſappoinſ of b 
ments, whatever things raiſe our Paſſiom gard 
or Deſires, mingle ten thouſand ways i Soul 
che affair of Religion, and ſerve either i but 
quicken or retard us in our Chriſtian rad Enic 
and we may juſtly call Graces, all thoſe occuſ firſt 
rences of life that make us Attentive and coſ the 
ſiderate, that inſpire us with good thoughij men 
and Pious Reſolutions. In this manner f ons 
ſingring Sickneſs, the Death of a Neighthat 
your or a Friend, fore Calamicy or Diſaſby a 
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Aler, uſpally convince men for the preſent of | 
nel the Frailty and Uncertainty of their Lives, 

ter and Fortunes, and put them upon ſerious 

nſiſ thoughts, and Holy purpoſes, which may 

and eventually prove ſo many Graces to reduce 

rk them to their Duties. But theſe variouſly 
welhappening, according to the good or 11] 
naſcircumlitances, we are plac'd in the compa- 

g ij ny we keep and the like; our Will will have 

ll ofa great ſtroke in determining them one 

palway or other : and the prudent uſe of our 

peiſ Liberty may turn all things to advan- 

Dif tage. 

fir] d. But theſe Graces that belong to the, yin. 
the law of Nature, are properly graces of rhe The Grace 
o Creator, Graces in a great latitude and ex- 4,9 | 
tyg tent, Whereas that which in a more peculiar /e/dom ll 
ici manner is calPd Grace, is that of our Re- 3 l 
vel deemer, The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. hs. | 
an This Grace has been wondertully diſcours'd | 
din of but ſeldom explain'd : It has been re- 
on garded as a miraculous Operation upon the 
ys Soul, which converts, and ſa ves the Sinner; 
er ij but how convey'd, and by what means 
rac Enjoy*d, has been little thought of. The 
ecu firſt miraculous deſcent of the Spirit upon i! 
coſ the Apoſtles, has, I preſume, encqurag'd | | 
glu men to treat even of the ordinary Operati- | 
ner ſons of Grace, as a Raſbing mighty Mind, 
eiffthat Acts, and drives the Soul of Man, ll 
any an trreſiſtible Force, that needs neither 
| | the 
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the aſſiſtance of Reaſon, nor the Choiceo 0 
our Will: that overturns our Liberty, andy, 
does all in all in our Converſion. od i 

3 rat! 

$. Upon ſuch notions they have divided Hiſ 

1 it from the word of God, and made it in atte 
dependent dependent on the Goſpel; which the in : 
onrhbe Apoſtle calls the power of God to Salvation i and 
. every one that believes. Hence they havi are 
16. diſtinguiſh'd the vocation of God into asus 
external and internal call: The former by gur 

the Word of God is Invalid and Inſignifi one 

cant, till ſpecially inforc'd, and actuatet agr. 

by the Latter, that is the Spirit: By which not 

means they render the Bleſſed Goſpel, J Nat 

dead Letter, and deny that Power hic mus 

is aſcribed to it as the means of. deſtroying ence 

Death, «nd bringing Life and Immortality | thot 

2 Tim. r. Jjzþ;; But whoever will allow the Golpe Hoj 
whey the honours that are due to it, will own i gy; 
= to be the incorruptible ſeed of Regeneration ; th; in 2 
2 Cor. 5: miniſtration of the Spirit: the miniſtry an ig tl 
18, 19. word of reconciliation : the Grace of God, em 7% 
bn 2 the Word of Life + Nay the Spirit it ſelf e a, 
2 Cor. 3. giveth life, and the things contain d ini % 
6. to be the things of the Spirit of God. ver 
that the Word of God is never left deſtitu 4 

of the Grace and Spirit of God, but is thy ng 
ordinary means of deriving his Bleſſings pecw 

and Graces to us by the mediation d %, 

Jeſus Chriſt. | {tri} 


ded 
, in. 
the 
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” d. And if we reflect upon the nature of ,, Xv. 


10 Mo- 


the Goſpel, we ſhall obſerve how well ſut- / gene 
ed it is by a moral agency to work upon a the 
rational Being. The matter of Fact and 8% 
Hiſtory is ſo impartially deliver'd, and well 
atteſted, that it cannor fail to beger Belief, 
in an Attentive and well diſpos'd Heart: 


2 


and the Facts are ſuch, as when believ'd, 


a ve are proper to kindle our Affections, to excite 


ited 
lich 
. 
lich 
n 


Fi 
{pe 


510 
Ani 
ani 
hat 
ini 
80 
rute 
| the 
19%, 


And 


us to Love, Reverence and Gratitude to 
our God and Saviour. 'The Truths are at 
once ſo Important to our Intereſts, and ſo 
agreeable to our Underſtandings, as can- 
not caſily be reſiſted; and the Precepts ſo 
Natural and Reaſonable, that our Wills 
muſt be very Irregular, to refuſe Obedi- 
ence; eſpecially when tis encourag'd with 
thoſe glorious Promiſes, that will raiſe out 
Hopes, and Threatnings fo terrible as will 


N ſollicit our Fears: In a word, the Goſpel 


in all its Parts, reaches every ſecret receſs 
in the Soulof Man: being quick and powerful, 
and ſharper than any two eaged Sword, piercing 
even to the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, Heb. 4. 
and of the Toynts and Marrow, and is a discer- * 
ner of the thoughts and intents of the Fleavt, 
d. It then we add to its N conmruity, g. xl v. 


and moral Agency the Spirit of God, and 1, 5 
WP ritual 


8 peculiar Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, geney. 
| continually accompanying, intorcing, and 


ſtriking them home to our Souls, What 
can 


con ſider d. 


— 
— 
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can be ſuppos'd wanting in God to com| 

leat the converſion of thoſe who are will. 

ing to be Saved. rm! 

Ss. XIVI. FS. Indeed the letter ofthe Goſpel withoutzct P 

£247 the Spirit, i. e. without that divine Ezerghe | 

char pecu- and Grace that attends it, would not 

liar Grace ſufficient for our Recovery and Salvation Cra 
 - For the Obliquity our Wills have contraGtyeſs, 

which ed, by the diſobedience of our firſt Parentydepr: 

have rendred them very averſe to the dulthe « 

ruptien ties of Religion; Tis poſſible to knoylry © 
of cur "«- our Duty, and not to practice it, nay to b. 
ure. deſire to practice it, and yet to be over-rul'{the | 
by the motions of ſenſe and appetite, ſiby, 

that what we do we frequently allow not; and Conc 

what we would, that me do not, and what i ture 


conquers 
the Cor- 


hate, that we do. Which Contradictio 
of our Wills to our Judgments, and ou 
practice to our Reaſon, is the effect of tha 
diſorder deriv'd upon our Nature by th: 
Original tranſgreſſion: And the conquer. 
ing this native propenſity to Sin, being ar 
inſuperable difficulty, without a Supernz- 
tural Grace, we are to enquire what tha 
Grace is, which can Vangu: 
of Sin, and make our duty which is natu. 
rally Uneaſie, and Ungrateful, agrecabl: 


and welcome to us: In effect how it is chu 
our Saviour, who came to remedy the Cor. 
ruptions of our Nature, reſtores us to thi 
image of God 
Holineſs. 


and tru: 


in Righteouſneſs, 
| d. Tho 


Lowi 
Kno 
only 
thin 
that 


ſatio 
Plea 
cou! 


the Dominin| hov 


to l 
tha 
En,) 
his 
and 
to 


tho 


| 


vill] $. Thoſe Compariſons which the Apoſtle 5, 


rms betwixt Adam and Chriſt, and the ex- ht fer- 
ouhct Parallels he draws betwixt our Fall, by ed, 4i- 

r21(he Firſt, and our recovery by the Second 5% L. 
t be Adam, will not permit us to doubt, but the v Sm 

ion Grace which is to reſtore us to Righteouſ t cor- 
adreſs, is directly oppoſite to the Si which f N. 

ntsdepraved our Nature; So that by viewing ture. 


duſthe Sin of Adam, we are led to the diſcove- 


uin however great, could not determine the Mill 
atu to its Duty, againſt the weight of Pleaſure, 
able that dragg'd down the Mind to Corporeal 
cha Enjoy ments; eſpecially when the Light of 
Ort his Mind was at the ſame time obſcur'd, 
ti and weakned, and continual immerſions in- 
trug to Senſe, eclipſed that Knowledge which 
130%) ſhould direct his Conduct and Behaviour. 


9. Ia 
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$. XLIX. F. In this Caſc tis viſible, that if the Reffgr 
* medy be proportion'd to the Diſeaſe, nd 
ſure in our mult be directed againſt the Pleaſures Gf C 
2 be Senſe: Either this Dead weight which d ga 
that oppo. termines the Soul, by weakning its Libemom 
ſeethe ty, mult be remov'd; or an oppoſite Pleghye : 
1% %, {Ure put into the other Scale to over-Poizgowa 
ng Plea- > ONES 
ſuresof it: To remove the former is impoſſiblæhuſe 
Concupi- Without altering the frame of our Natuteßthasꝰ 
ſeence. and new-making our Souls and Bodies in the 

and therefore our Lord has been pleas'd tur v 
oppole Pleaſure againſt Pleaſure, and to for Ple 
tie our Charity, or the Love of God, andfnſib 
our Duty, by preventing delights Which per 
may preponderate the preventing Pleaſuraſelig 
of Concupilence. ofe 
4 $. And this will be more apparent, if welt o 
Confirm'a conſider that there is no poſſible way of en H 
by conſide- gaging us in the Practice of Vertue, buon. 
hee ne. by moving our Wills to the love of it: Ant] HC 
only two : 
ways by there are but theſe two ſorts of Springs thatfhich 
whichour can move and determine them in any wiſe pod 


Wills are Kpowledge and Pleaſure. As for Knowledge fir 


deter min- 


ed. it may go a great way when our Vertue Plea 
Kzow- | confirm'd, and our Charity become habitufoncl 
E 


. al; but it never neceſſarily actuates theÞlacen 
Will: Much leſs is it ſufficient to Meafugag 
whole Converſion is but commencing, andÞan t. 
who are ſtrugling with the Propenſions cht P 
Fleſh and Blood; who are under the Do; 2/ 
minion of Luſt, add the Law of the Members hop 
0 
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Refor even miraculous Gifts of Knowledge 
„ nd Prophecy, have been often found void 
s oof Charity; and Men of the greateſt Learn- 
dang are not ſeldom the leaſt in the King- 
berfom of God. But Pleaſure is more opera- 
leave: It always puts the Will in Motion, 
012$owards the Good, that cauſes or ſees to 
bleſauſe it. And therefore our Lord has pur- 
regthas'd that Grace for us, which may ſweet- 
es n the Labours of Religion, and recompence 
1 tur Vertue and good Actions, with a great- 
torr Pleaſure than attends the enjoyment of 
andenſible Things; which Grace the P/a/miſt 
hichperienc'd, when he profeſs'd that the 
urepelights of Religion were greater than 

loſe that reſulted from a plentitul Har- | 
* wehelt or Vintage: Thou haſt put Gladneſ; into Plal. 47+ 
el. y Heart, more than in the time that their | 
butſorn and their Mine increaſed. 
And How recommendable is Vertue to us, 
hawhich brings its Pay in Hand, and every 
71k food Action is its own Reward ? when 
gebe firſt Motions of it are accompanied with 
le ¶ Hleaſure that prevents our Reaton, and its 
itu· Toncluſion recompens'd with freſh Com- | 
thehacency and Satisfaction; What ſtronger 
Henfagagements to Religion can be imagin d, 
andhan thoſe inexpreſſible Delights it affords; 
5 or Peace of Cod which paſſes all Under ſt ana- 
Doe; that joy and exultation in the Holy C hoſl, 
versWa hopes full of Immortality amd G/ory? 
F 0! This 
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Leet“ that whilſt we oppoſe the Pleaſures of 


S. LI. d. This then is the peculiar Grace of oiſ ach 
_ % Redeemer, and is ſuited to a (tate of Si it, 
Greee of as Knowledge was the grace of the Creataſif 
the Righ and more adapted to a ſtate of Innocenqi ſibl. 
Please For when the Mind ſtands even pois'd, an ſoat 
hee has no biaſs or tendency to one fide mon ally 
dinner than another, its Liberty will infallibly b der 
determin'd by the Directions of Reaſoſon 
The Light that diſcovers the greateſt goa he 
will conduct it to its Embraces: And whill,,, 
this Light is ſtrong, and ſees its Happineſ the 
in God, without any milt or obſcurity ; you. 
is a diſparagement to an infinite Good, tha 1| 
the Soul ſhould be invited to it by prevenſ Ih 
ing Pleaſures, But the Caſe is vaſtly dy, 
ferent with Sinners, whoſe Liberty is ove Reli 
power*d by the prevalence of Luſts, who bert 
Knowledge is darkned by obſcure Senfaty;, | 
ons, Whole Souls are ſunk down into Senft hat 
and want ſtrong Powers to raiſe them gqyhic 
the Love of Spiritual things. So that % 
there were any other Grace or Motive mai 7 
u. forcible than this inward Grace of pre ven. 
Whatever ing Pleaſure, ( provided it left us ſtill o 
weakens Liberty) it had doubtleſs been the Purcha Jews 
eln of our Saviour's Merits. upp 
Luſts, and g. But here it ought not to be imaginiſ on 
Jenſlan 
ens 


Libere, ligion, to the Pleaſures of Sin, and malſthem 
the Grace Grace conſiſt in that preventing DEg 

of our f 8 iſc We exclude al 
3 which reſiſts Concupiſcence, dr 
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ol other Methods of weakaing and deſtroying 
dnl it, from being the Grace of our Redeemer : 
atm f he ſheds diſtaſte and bitterneſs upon ſen- 
nt ſible things, and gives us an averſion and 
andJoathing to worldly Enjoyments, he effectu- 
nom ally weakens the Power of our Luſts, and 
Y dſencrea ſes our Liberty; for by detracting 
aſaſſtom the Weight we add to the Power ; and 
OW wherher we add to one Scale, or take a- 
bil way from the other, we may equally put 
inthe Balance in æquilibrio. All the Endea- 
'  Nyours of Nature, and Operations of Grace, 
only contribute to the recovery of this out 
ell Liberty, in which conſiſts the whole ſtrength 
' Wthat Man has, or ever had to. the Offices of 
WVAReligion. The difference is, that his Li- 
yok derty originally wanted only Light to guide 
Watſi, whereas at preſent tis ſo enfeebled, 
Eule that it needs a peculiar Grace to ſupport it; 
m Twhich Grace our Lord promiſes to the con- 
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lat Ntinuance in his Word, and the Knowledge of Johns. 31. 
maſ his Truth. If ye continue in my Word, then 2 


Vere ye my Diſciples indeed, and ye ſhall know the 
10 Iruth, and the Truth ſhall make you free: The 
uu ſewys were ſurpriz'd at ſuch a Doctrine, as 
. ſuppos'd them to be in Bondage, till he 
2 Mconvinc?d them that the Commyſion of Sin 
Jto/aved them, and that none could reinſtate 


maſthem in their true Liberty but he himſeli. 


ligh 
0 d. The 


OL 


1 
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7 
r's 
Chriſt the f ; 
Setter. Power of Concupiſcence, and repairs, $ H 


ous cauſe fortifies our Liberty is Preventing Pleaſings 
ef aGra- But yet it ought not to be conceiv'd, thn 11 
ces, but 6-4 | g 7 
be diſpen. this is the only Grace our Saviour has qeretc 
fer of de- rited for us; there being no Bounty js an 
—_— receive at the Hands of God, but is to t! 
race. ä . . . 
effect and conſequence of his meritoriut ho 
Sufferings. For we had forfeited all Tis C 
to Mercy, by our Sin and Rebellion, ipen 
therefore whatever conduces to our Pardjmin 
and tends to reſtore us to the Poſſeſſionral | 
our former Happineſs, is a Grace thatſhtie 
has purchas d by his Blood. But tho'hgtho! 
the meritorious cauſe of illuminating, $: \ 
all other natural Graces, he is nor 1. Ch 
only the Diſpenſer of the Grace of delecttm v 
on. Light proceeds from and depends | we 
mediately upon God, the Fountain and Js, 7 
ther of Lights, who enlightens every 44 
that comes into the World: But the dus 
ces of Senſation are diſtributed and adm ex 
{tred by Jeſus Chriſt, who ſheds them e m. 
our Hearts, as we are diſpos'd and quabe 457 
ed to receive them; and according to t. 
, ſeveral exigences which require them] 42: 
6. LIV. 4! 3 f ENT 
Power is the edifying and governing his Church. F 5? 
committed g · The Scripture aſſures us, that all Pow? 2 
22 is given to Jeſus Chriſt, both in Heat 
Heaven and in Earth, that he is the High- Prieſt 
andEarth. good things to com, the diſpenſer of my 
tlie 
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L, LI, F. The Grace then that impugns 
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s ſer's Bountics, and the great Steward of 
Houſhold the Church, 
iſ ngs in the Houſe of God, as 4 well beloved 
n in the Houſe of his Father. 
s terefore obtain'd by his Sacrifice a glori- 
y b and immortal Life; and by his entring 
is to the Heavens, receiv'd full Power and 
aripthority to raiſe, ſanctifie, and beautifie 
Tis Church, he is conſtantly einploy'd in 
, dpenſing the Graces he has merited, de- 
rdmining by his inceſſant defires, the ge- 
onral Laws of Grace, according, to the ne- 
latſſities of his Work, and the Diſpoſitions 
hqthoie he employs in this Spiritual Build- 
, &: Whatever Graces were diſtrihuted to 
naß Church before; the plentiful effuſion of 
efpm was refery*d till after his Alcenlion : 
ds [we may gather from St. J, 
id 85 The Hol) Ghofl WAS Not Jer ideen, be. 
* uſe Jeſas was 0t JE! elorified : and from 
who tells his Diſciples, it n 16. 
For © 


>» (us himſelf, 


lms expedient for them he ſhould go away. 
m he went not away, the Comforter would not 
uabbe ano them; but if he went, he would ſond 
I will pray the Father, lays 


-0 Ane 8 


my and he ſhall give you anothe? Contfor ter, lot 
ch. he may abide with you | for er J, ede the 15 
Pow?! of Truth: 
Jeai 
teſt 
1s hf 
the 


( 


diſpoſing all 


Having 


W110 
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LV. 


111 d. The Graces J. C. beſtows in the Sancti 75 
ces the ef- fication of his Members, are the effect * 
fed ef his his efficacious Prayers, which are always hearqeſ cf 
2 5 Hence he is able to ſave them to the uttermo | wk 
Heb. 7, that come to Cod by him, ſeeing he ever lives ni 
25. make interceſſion for them- On this accoun ulat 

we find him conſtantly repreſented by ſud eg 


Analogies, as ſhow it is from him we ri: 


ceive our Spiritual Life and Nouriſhmenf"4 
He is ſtyl'd the Head of the Church, tro: 
whole efficacy and influence, the whe d. 


1 
Body receives its increaſe by due Propo he 
tions to each Member: which being « ond 
2 netted by Joynts and Ligaments has its nouriff* Us 
ee Eph: Mo... ; gene 
4. 16. and nent miniſtred, and encreaſes with the encreF 
Col. 2. 19. of God, and is edified in Charity. Where t l10 
Apoſtle repreſents the ſtrict and vital UG 
on between Chriſt and his Church, by t] erla 
Phyſical Communication of the Head, ui“ 
the Humane Body. He is the Root froff a 
col. 3: 7. which we grow, The ſlem of the Vine raue 
which all the Branches receive all their viii 
Juice, Increaſe and Nouriſhment. All whif den 
and the like myſtical Expreſſions, of 0 OE; 
living in him, and he in us, and having 4 
Life hid with Chriſt in God, make it e 8 
dent, that he inſpirits, animates, nouriſe he 
es, moves and governs his Body the Chu 
that he is the Almoner of his Father's Boy ©? 
ties, and is inceſlantly employ'd in pe t 
ting and receiving Gifts from his Fat. * 


6 
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nd diſtributing them to Men. In a word, 
q; there is only one true cauſe of all Graces, 
ven God who agreeably to his infinite 
Nature, beſtows them in a general and 
niverſal manner ; there is only one parti- 
cular, or occaſional cauſe appointed for che 
gegulating and determining this general 


_efficacy to the particular neceſſities of Men, 
"Und that is Jeſus Chriſt. 
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7 
q 


No 


1CNM! 
fro! 


he 


. And here we cannot chuſe but admire, 5. vt 
the Wiſdom and Goodnels of God, who 5 
Fondeſcending to our Neceſſities, has afford- Cooder of 
dus a Mediator, to diſtribute and apply his 3 * 

general Laws of Grace, on particular oc- J 

aſions, by particular Wills ; which was C che 
Fnconſiltent with the Character of an uni. 3 
perſal Cauſe: that fo Jeſus as Miſdows incar- uad caiſe 
wiſee, might effect that which in the quali- F Grace. 
fra of Eternal W "iſaom, Order would not 

Juffer him to perform. Hence the Apoltle 
| Praws an Argument of Comfort, and Con- 
ſdence to ſuffering, and tempted Chriſti- 
Ens, exhorting us to come boldly unto 
he Throne of Grace, that we may ob- 
un Mercy, and find Grace to help in time 
ff need; becauſe our High-Prieſt, Jeſus tlie 
Pon of God, who is paſſed into the Hea- 

Ivens, is not ſuch an High-Prieſt as cannot 

ſbe touch'd with the feclng of our Infirmi— 
atlſties, but being tempted in all points like 


: O 3 unto 


y li 


f 0 
85 
4 
url 


| 
) 
] 
i 
{ 
| 
1 


_ Heb.22 unto us, is able to ſuccour us when we ar 
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1 
75 * tempted. 


$.LVIL 4 S. There can now be no longer any dou 
ene, but that God would have all Men fave 
% Ce and that he has done all that is poſſib 
would for his Vineyard, when he has appoint 
nave 4 ſuch a Cauſe as Incarnate Wiſdom, fill'd wit 
ved; the immenſe Charity tor Mankind to determine 
3 the geneial efficacy of Grade, to our Pe ſal 
gallen far ſonal Neceſſities, How much greater Car 6 
the Go- has he expreſs'd for the Government q , 
2 the Moral than the Natural World ! In 7h 
ral/Vorld, the general Laws of Motion are fix'd ant; 
TY determined by ſuch occaſional Cauſes, 
have neither Liberty nor Reaſon : For Ex 
ample ; The Collifion of Bodies adjuſ**-: 
their Motions by certain and invariab poll 
Rules: Pains and Pleaſures are the neceſſi 
ry Attendants, on the reſpective Motio 
of the Nerves and Spirits: And whatey 
inconveniences may happen by reaſon a 
their Simplicity, on parccular Occaſiong 1 
there is no Remedy to be ordinarily exped d 
ed: And for this Reaſon, Nature is ſubje 
to imperfections: Monſters and Abortion: 
will mingle themſelves amongſt the perfe 
Works of God. But in the other, the La! 
of Grace ace executed by a Cauſe indue 
with fupream Wiſdom and perfect Fre 
dom: and therefore the Benefits of Heav: 
are impartially manag'd, and diſpens'd by 
diſtinguiſhing hand. A good Diſpolitic 


vw 


will be a fort of Natural Merit to pro- 
cure Grace: And the good Uſe and Im- 
ul provement of that, will be a juſt Oceaſion 
ell of receiving more: A neglect and abuſe of 
ih Mercies, will be aveng d with a denyal of 
them, and the unprofitable Servant's ſingle 
Talent will be taken away, and given to 
him that hath Ten; For to him that hath 
peſ ſball be given, and from him that hath not ſhall 
be taken «way, even that he hath, 


9. Men might hence learn where to place 
„the blame of their ill Conduct and Miſcar- 5 LVIII. 


ere be 


riage; and conclude, that if they enter not war vhs 

into the Building of the Heavenly Jeruſa- plate the 

© lem, tis becauſe after all the Care that has % f 
| 5 5 our m. 

0 been taken by the Divine Architect, to carigge. 

zabl poliſn and prepare them, they reſemble 

eſſi thoſe Stones whoſe ſordid and uncompliant 

ol Grain refuſes to yield to the Hand of the 

on Artiſt. Their obſtinate, ſelf-will'd-tem- 

n Aber, and untoward make and humour, will 

. _.\Calt them aſide as uſeleſs and unprofitable Rev. 2r. 


ion elt CN! | 1 fitab 
2 Rubbiſh. For there ſhall 19 wiſe eater into it,?“ 


al 


* 


Au thing that defileth, neither whatſoever work- 
eh abomination, or waaketh a Lie, This be— 
ng a City that will be built with unerring 
[Wiſdom and Judgment, will admit of no- 
thing refuſe and ordinary in its Structure: 
For we may be certain, St. Jo! has not aſ- 
crib'd to it more or greater Urnaments than Epl. ;. 
it will be enrich'd with : Gold and Pearls, 27. 
nd all manuer of precious Stones, are but 

O 4 ſaint 


r 


The two Covenants of 


faint reſemblances of thoſe Glories of the Hal 
Church, which Chriſt is to preſent to himſelf} Mu 

Ech. f. 27. without ſpot, and wrinkle, or any ſuch thin tha 
but holy and without blemiſh. Acct 

Ss. LIX. F. This being the Work he is to accom. Me 
2541 6 pliſh, let us behold the Method he takef fror 
rakes ro to perfect it; and here we ſhall find all the diat 
accom- influences he derives upon his Church, ar deſi 
=” the immediate conſequences of his Interceſſ ſucl 
- * fon: It is the Diverſity of his Deſires thaſ its 
gives it its Variety, Beauty, and Magni blin 
cience; it is the perpetuity of his Prayer tin 
which never return empty, and unheard] way 
which furniſhes all the ſtrength and glori] Safe 
it receives; and therefore his Prayers af goo 
inceſſant, and indefatigablefor his Church] Th 
and the Members that compoſe it. Chi 
5. IX. 0. It may be objected, that tho? Jeſus af i « 

— th God be infinite, and ſo may at once reac| of ! 

3 all the Neceſſities of Men, yet as he is ouſ the! 

Feſu'sSoul Interceſſor, his Soul is of a finite capacity! effic 

ande and thereby cannot at all times, actually in He- 

ford, tend the infinite wants of his Church, anl of 

from the have infinite Thoughts and Deſires con fail 

7 * menſurate to them: Which indeed would by wht 

Prayers A difficulty, if it were neceſſary the Soul ſho! 

he makes Jeſus ſhould form a particular Deſire, and Pea 
9 make a particular Requeſt, for each ind Me 
| Church. dual Grace, every Member of the Churd poſſ 


E 3 
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receives: But to anſwer this, we may ea Ch: 
ly diſtinguiſh in his holy Soul, Deſires q be 
ſeveral ſorts; Deſires that are Conſtant, ant quil 


| 


_ —— - 
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hel Habitual, and Deſires that Tranſitory and 
ef| Mutable : Some that are conditional, others 
ing that are abſolute : Some that receive their 
accompliſhment from the Performances of 
mj Men: Others that receive their Efficacy 
ey from the fole Will and Pleaſure of our Me- 
the diator. Thoſe Habitual and never-cealing 
are deſires, which he offers for his Church, are 
ceſſ ſuch, in the firſt Place, as reſpect its Eſſence, 
had its Being, and Preſer vaſſon: Much reſem— 
nit bling thoſe of our own Souls, which con- 
ers tinually ſtand Sentinels of Life, and are al- 
ard] ways upon the Buſineſs of Selt-detence and 
lor Safety. This conſtant Vigilancy of the 
ar] good Shepherd, tor the ſake of his Flock; 
rc This inceſſant Prayer for the Being of his 
Church, enabled him to declare he had fd 
1S af it pon an immoveable Rock, and that the Gates 
each of Hell ſhould never prevail agaiaſt it Others 
ou there are as conſtant, but of a conditional 
citſſ efficacy; relating to the Happraeſs, and 
y in Mell. being, of his Church; as that the means 
and of Grace when duly applied, ſhall never 
dom fail to produce it: That his holy Counſels 
when heartily imbrac'd, and purſued, 
ſhould be attended with that Reit, and 


* 
* 


— 


Men when acted by the Spirit of God, and 
poſſels'd it ii a deep humility, and an ardent 
Charity, ſhould receive more Grace, and 
be farther rewarded for their preſent Ac- 
„ an} quiſitions. "Theſe are ſome of the ſettled 
Had! Laws 


— . 7 ˙V˙‚L.——— ern ne — — _ 
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Laws of Grace, which are adapted to th 
whole Frame, and run through the entir 
Conſtitution of the Church ; which bein 
agreeable to Order, are the immutable Su 
ject of our Saviours Prayers, and have thei 
Influence and Effect, even tho? his holy 
Soul have its Thoughts directed, and em 


; ployed upon the more particular Offic 4 
of his Mediation. ed 


„ LXI. 9. For being to raiſe a Temple to hi h 
By e Father's Honour, the moſt Ample, Auguſt 2 
cones and Magnificent that can be, he mult hav 
of them. a conſtant Succeſſion of Thoughts, and 
Deſires, relating to its accompliſhment; R 
And the Ornaments that are to be em. _ 
ploy*d in the conſtruction, having a great 
variety, as the numerous forts of Jewel - 
Pearls and precious Stones in the new J# 
ruſalem import; the Divine Architect wiſe 5 2 
ly contrives, as by Degrees, the loro 
Fabrick riſes, to place in it whatever make ( 
. a0 

for its preſent Grandeur, Strength, Beautꝶj Put 
and Proportion; and conſequently furniſh} mix 
es its conſtituent parts, with ſuch Grace; it 
and Vertues, as are neceſſary to its growing g. 
State and Perfection: And for this Rex Ir 
| 7 rie 

ſon he will be continually Solliciting his Fa fit 

ther, for particular Graces, as the particu- rat, 
lar Emergences and occaſions of his Church wg 


require. Grad 


| 
d. Thu; 


— — — — 


the 


Itir 


-hel 


Id ve 


and 


1CU- 


N 


made a particular Prayer for St. Peter, that 


lent for him. And we may judge from the 


particular calls to invite deſperate 51nners to 
great Eminency in the Church, and to ſup- 


traces, for the Diſcharge of their reſpective 


'hws 
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Thus for Example, it being the diver- 
fity of the Chriſtian Combats, that makes 
the diverſity of their Crowns, and thoſe 
who are contending unto Blood, requiring 
3 more eminent ſhare of Grace, to enable 
them to Conquer, we may conclude our 
Lord's Requeſts on their Account, are ve- 
ry particular. Thus even on Earth, he 


103 


his Faith might not fail ; thus he enabled 
St. Paul to bear up againſt the Temptati- 
on of the Thorn in the Fleſh, aſſuring him 
by a Revelation that his Grace was ſuffici- 


Converſion of the ſame- Apoſtle, that in ve- , Cor. 13. 
ry extraordinary Caſes, when the Neceſſi- 9. 
ties of his Church require, he fails not by 


ply them with abundant and extraordinary 


Duties. Tis true this Converſion was 
miraculous in all reſpects, and we cannot 
In theſe Days, expect ſuch wonderful Con- 

deſecrons; vet having a merciful High- 
Prieſt, whoſe Merits are infinite, and Cha- 
rity unſpeakable for his true Diſciples, we 
may depend upon it, that he continually 
pleads his Merits, and follicits all thoſe 
Graces, which the private Wants and Inte- 
reſt of his Seryants require. 


d. And 
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. —4 d. And tho? ſince the planting of theGoſpel, 
ting and We obſerve no ſuch things as immediate 
natural Revelations, which are ſuperſeded by that 
4 en 4 great Luſtre it affords ; And tho” the Grace 


by bim Of Light be properly the Grace of the Cre. 


on ſeme ator, yet it is credible that upon ſome o. 


ecefons. cations he immediately z/luminates the Un- 


derſtanding, as well as ſtrengthens, and 
fortifies the Will, when this Grace is ſought 
by the earneſtneſs of Prayer, and Suppli 
cation: And how far Graces that are pure. 
ly Natural, or Supernatural, and how fre 
quently,are diſtributed by him, is impoſſibl: 
to be determin'd ; but from that Prayer en 


joyn'd by him, which begs of God not 4 
lead us into Temptation, but deliver us fron 
Evil, which his Interceſſion renders efficz 
cious, we may piouſly believe, that h. 
defends us often from Temporal, as wel 
as Spiritual Evils, or ſupports us unde 
them, or reſcues us out of them, by al 
aſſiſtance equal to the Danger. 
5. Lxin, F. The many ſignal Providences thi 
Probable every good Man is able to recount in th: 
Inſtances courſe of his Life, where the Hand of Got 


of this ' 
king, was more eminently apparent, for ther 


Protection and Aſſiſtance, whether again 


Spiritual, or Corporeal Miſchiefs, tho? the) 
cannot demonſtrate to our Reaſon, ye 
they give ſufficient Teſtimony to our Faith 
that our particular Actions are under thi 

Diein 


Goc 
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Divine Inſpection; and that ſuch 7mpreſſ- 


are communicated to the Souls of Men, 
and perhaps to their Bodies, and external 
Matter, on many occaſions, as tend to ſe- 


cure their Happineſs, and prevent their Ru- 
ine. So that if thoſe things may be reckon'd 
miraculous, that are not brought about by 


Nature, left to its ordinary Laws ; but as 


they are accelerated or retarded on par- 
ticular occaſions, by a determining and 
over-ruling Power, we may ſay the Age of 


Miracles is not yet ceaſed ; and there may 
not be a Day but affords numerous inſtan- 


a0 


ces of theſe tort of Graces of Jeſus Chriſt: 


Graces that depend purely on his Munifi- 


cence and Bounty, and which we are ſo far 


from having ask'd, that we commonly have 
been equally ignorant both of our own 


and the ſupplys of them. Ina Word, our 


Lord is the meritorious Cauſe of all Graces ; 


| and tho' Illumination and other natural 


Graces, depend upon the general Will of 
God, and are properly Graces of the Cre- 
ator ; yet our Redeemer has Nature at his 
Command, now he 1s in Heaven, as well as 
as on Earth; and can determine its general 


| Efficacy for the particular Advantage and 


Intereſt of his Servants : But the Graces of 
Senfation, which are deſign'd for the oppo- 


ſition and conqueſt of Concupiſcence, are 


not only merited, but continually diſpen— 
fed 
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ſed by him, and ſhall be till he has deſtroy. 

ed all Enemies, and put all things undechua 

his Feet; when he ſhall reſign up his greathies 

Truſt and Stewardſhip, deliver up the Ring. ner 

dom to God the Father, and the Som himſelſthe 

ſhall be ſubject to him that put all things under has 

him, that God may be all in all, | = 
3 d. Jeſus Chriſt then being the High. mor 
fary quall. Prieſt of future Goods, and rhe Diſtribu. q; a 
fications ter of Divine Graces to his Church; it re-k; th 
pope ns mains to be conſider'd, what Qualificationshhis 
Reception are neceſſary to prepare, and fit us to be thehror 
Grace. proper Objects of his Bounty, and due refhat 
cipients of his Favours: For ſince he isþn o 
Faithful to him that appointed him, not as 2 ut. 
Servant, but a Son in all his Houſe, hikheſc 
Fidelity muſt conſiſt in ſuch a Diſcharge oſſave 

his Office, as diſpoſes and manages ally, 

things ſutably, not only to the Honour of uti. 

God, but to the different Conditions, A. Pore 
bilities and Deſerts of thoſe of the Houſhold any 

he muſt encourage, puniſh, or reward the yern 
different Behaviour of the Servants ; Hebeſto 

muſt chaſtiſe, and exclude the Stubborn, Duti 
Rebellious, and Incorrigible, and receive 

ſuch others into his Family, and Protecti- ad, 
on, as promiſe a better Obedience. He re c 

muſt not be arbitrary, unjuſt or partial in nd 
his Government, but reſpecting, the Qua- Unh. 
lities of his Subjects, proportion his Graces hortu 
according to their ſeveral Behaviours. he ſc 
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oy d. In ſtating therefore the neceſſary 5- LXV. 
\dergualifications, that entitle us to his Mer- Nh os 
reathies ; I obſerve that the Firſt and Funda- Covenane 
ing mental of all, is the being admitted into , 57 
»ſelfthe Terms of his Covenant, by the Seal he . 
der has ordain'd in Baptiſm. For it we look into 
ne Scriptures they abound with no notion 
igb· nore than this, that the Church of Cbriſt 
bu · 5 a Spiritual Ringdom, whereot he himſelf 
re- the Supream Head and Governour: that 
LONSthis Kingdom is Subordinately ruPd by 
the hroper Officers of his own appointment; 
re- hat there are Privileges and Immunities 
© hn one hand to be enjoy'd, and Laws and 
as Duties on the other to be obſerv'd: That 
ho ſheſe Rights are appropriated to thoſe who 
e oſſave been regularly incorporated into this 
alwtica/ Community, and perſevere in 2 
r oifdutiful compliance with its eſtabliſhment : 
A-Foreigners to this Society have no title to 
old, any of its Intereſts, and Rebels to its Go- 
the ernment, have forfeited the Priviledges it 
He beſtow'd; But they who continue in a 
Yn, Putiful and Loyal obedience, are in St. Pe- 
ve er's ſtyle, A choſen Generation, a Rozal Prieſt- 
Ti- Wood, an Holy nation, a peculiar People. They 
Here citizens of the Je¹νialem that is above, Phil. ; 
in zad have their Naturalization in Heaven.“ 
ua-Vnhappy ! they who have wanted the Op- 
ces portunities ofadmittance,and have not heard 
he found of the Goſpel, nor ſeen its glorious 
lu Light; but woe to them that have & and 
Hear 4, 


« Pet. 2. 
9s 
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g. LXVI. 
The Ne- 
ceſſity of 
Chriſtian 
communi- 
on urg d 


by our Fa- 


VIOUY in 
the ex- 
ample of 
the Vine. 


John 15. 
5, 6. 


abide not in me he is caſt forth as a Branch, 
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Heard, and departed from the holy Conjtie 
mandment deliver'd to them: who hay#10! 
done what in them lies to deſtroy the King Chr 
dom of Chriſt, by dividing it; or rat $ 
who by diſowning the Authority of its G ned 
vernours, have cut off themſelves from i wit 
Communion of the Church, and dire, 
chis'd themſelves from all rhe Prerogatiuſthe 
and bleſſings of the Covenant. and 
d. For the benefits of the Chriſti all 
Church are confin'd within the Pale of tho 
The influences of the Head are commun equ 
cated no farther than the Body: and then of i 
fore our Lord to Typify that neceſſaq®* 
communication betwixt Himſelf and HGD 
Members, repreſents it by a Natural e dec 
ample of the Vine, and the Branches: IMT 
Branches receive all their Vital juice, aq de 
nouriſhment from the Vine, which withg Nes 
and periſh when divided from it: I am tob 
Vine ye are the branches, He that abides in the 
and I in him, the ſame brings forth mach frut* 
for without me ye can do nothing; If a Ma Sol 
is withered, and Mex gather up them and cf ttt 
them into the Fire and they are burned. The but 
words are very plain and ſignificant, tha ne- 
every Member that would Live muſt reta nels 
to its Bod); and therefore well deſervet and 
ſerious thoughts of thoſe Schiſmaticks, wil the 
for every toy and trifle that takes them i ue 
| (i 
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Con the Head, can fo eaſily renounce Commu- 

hal nion, With a u, and eſtabliſbd Churchof 

Kind Chriſt. 

rath bot this is not the only Qualification 5. 1xvn 

s G neceſſary: for it is with the Chriſtian as Beſides 

mn il with the Jewiſh Church: though the Adopti- 7707 = 

72 on, and the Glory, and the Covenants, and on chere 

atiulthe giving of the Law, the ſervices of God, arora 
and the promiſes pertain d to the 1ſraelites, yet fas 8 

iſtalal were not Iſrael that were of Iſrael. And Rom. 9. 

of jjtho* the greater privileges of the Goſpel + 8. 

nunlequally belong to all the external Profeſſors 

chen of it, in the Chriſtian Church, yer few there 

eſſanl ere that ſhall be Saved: For the Kingdom of 

d Hod, amongſt other Similitudes, is reſem- 

1 elbled to a Field of Corn, intermixt with 
Tires, and growing up together till che Har- 

al veſt, at which time the Commiſſion to the 

iche Rea pers is to gather the Tares in Bundles 

aul to be burnt, but to gather the Wheat into 

in the Barn. Tis a title to the privileges of 

5a Body to be a Member of it, but 'tis the 

' MdSounareſs of that member, which gives the 
poſſeſſion, and enjoyment of them: for 

/ otherwiſe the nouriſhment it receives feeds 

Thel but its Diſtemper, and is all converted into 

chl means of farther depra vation. The chan- 

etailnels tliro' which Life, and Spirit, Grace, 

and Glory are eonvey'q, in the Church, are 

he Word of God, and the Holy Sacra- 


e tht 
wht 


m iſments; but theſe do not work as natural 


th 


P caules 


— 
* 
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cauſesina determinate, and neceſſary mayrove 
ner: but receive their Efficacy from tſtimat 
temper and quality of the Subject, they a e mu 
applied to: They are a ſavour of Life ungivin 
Life, in them that are ſaved, and a avour hf its ( 
Death unto Death in them that Periſh. If Me h 
will obſtinately wink againſt the Truthyes te 
if they will deafen their ears to the Cal the 
and Invitations of the Goſpel : if they v ep it 
reſiſt the Evidence and Conviction hun! 
brings, and ſtupify all thoſe Paſſions it inf his 
portunately addreſſes to, 'tis impoſlible thanfu 
means of Grace ſhould have their due effeqrtif y 
Nay though they do give ſome Attentiogloy i 
and Regard, though they receive the Sachalf fir 
ments with ſome Good thoughts, and diſpn of x 
fitions and are partly perſwaded, and begfj the 

to form vertuous reſolutions, yet if they ſq; and 
get, grow unthinking, unconvinc'd, ad 6. / 
unreſolv'd again, the Word of God is ſowpell- ci 
in vain in their Hearts, and not one Graphat h 

of all this Grace comes to maturity, Alktter 

m. brings forth Fruit to Perfection. r doi; 
Fe ad §. It is hence manifeſt, how much (ap, . 
werde. concerns Man himſelt, to labour towarcho Ji 
ring al his own Salvation, if not as a True, athre u 
2 9 Efficient, yet as a Nataral and Inftrumenthe bel 
nature: Cauſe : to prepare and quality his Soul, tte able 
aud rige the reception, and habitation of Grace, hal uc 
#7 ufing the good Husbandry and management Nen, 
bertix all its faculties : He mult cultivate and inr co. 


pro 
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agrove his Reaſon, that it may paſs a true e- 
ſtimate on Temporal, and Spiritual things: 

He mult curb, and reſtrain his Wil}, from 
piving too precipitate conſent to the objects 

" þf its Choice; he muſt temperate, and ſub- 

Vue his Paſſions ; and proportion his Appe— 

Ithtes to the neceſhities of Nature: he muſt 

ans the Apoltle, bring his Body under, and 

Weep it in ſubjection: he mult encounter his 

1 bwn Prejudices, and watch over the Parity 

chf his Imagination: Ina word he muſt figlit 
tanfully for his Liberty, and fo guard and 
epprtify it, that he may be able rightly to im- 

logloy it When this is done the work is 

calf finiſh'd, and he will be in a dilpoliri- 

ip of receiving the Kzngdow of Heaven with 
the eaſineſs and impartiality, Simplici- 

q and Innocence of a little CH. 

an d. And now what is there in all this, but, ; pw 
Wyell-tutor'd Nature is able to do? and #7: 
raphat has been actually done by many of the T 4972 
aſetter Heathens ? who having not the Law, A 5 
r doing by nature the things contain inthe ty ſewn: 
h bow, were a Law unto themſelves, And they "Ars 
arho liv'd conſiſtently to the Law of Nas 77 a 
are written in their Hearts, by making 

te beſt ule they could of their Lie, Mal! 

{& able to ſtand the teſt betore the impar— 

l Judge of the World, when rhe concgit— 

t NJeme, and careleſs Chriſtians hall fall un- 

er con demon. It the Guse cod 

"OV: 3 Carr 
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carry their Liberty ſo far as to abſtain from F. 
many vices, and practiſe many moral verfinit 


tues, upon the pure ſtock of Nature, ſbalpabl: 
not the Chriſtian be able to improve his Land 


berty much farther, in proportion to hiwo | 


6 LXX. 
Miſt akes 
concern- 
ng Liber- 
ey rect ifi 
ed. 


greater Light, and better opportunitiesſpect 
eſpecially when Grace is afforded him botpreat 
to Will and do, and every effort that Niſtanc: 
ture makes in the firſt dawnings and tet uſte 
dencies to Vertue; is forwarded and efppl 
courag'd, by the gentle Influences of Hefomi 
ven. O Ine 


| eak 
$. But ſuch is the force of Ignorance ther 
Confidence, Enthuſiaſm or p:ejudice, anno 
pervert and confound all things, that tiny 
Liberty, or, as they call it, Free-will it (ho 
has been decried as derogatory to free Grand g 
Man has been robb'd of his molt efſentfound 
Property, and rendred as Impotent ay ev 
Uſeleſs in the work of his RegenerationÞotis 
he was in that of his Creation. Whuls. 
what voluminous Difputes has the WoÞ-ze, 
been fi1d concerning this Free- Will, hf 
yet have been deſtitute of Reaſon borhFartle 
the fide of its Aſſertors, and Oppoſeſtied \ 
whileſt they have contended about a mPelr tt 
Chimera, proceeding upon an abſurd Spd th 
poſirion that plac'd its Eſſence i» dd lel 
ſibili, and making Every Man, or no Mut the 
alike poſſes, or void of it: bert. 
6 VWhi 
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Mm Fd. Whereas Liberty is a thing of inde- g CXXI. 
erfinite Latitude and great Extent: It is ca- along if 
alpable of infinite degrees, of wore, or 4%, great va. 
Land we way venture to ſay there are not d e 
two Men in the World equally Fee in all re“ 
expects. Nay one and the ſame Man, finds 
otpreat Variety in it, as to the particular in- 
Nitances of Duty, according as Nature, or 
* uſtom, Reaſon or Paſſion, Study and 
l \pplication, or any other cauſes are pre- 
10 ominant: there being hardly auy ching 
o indifferent in lite, but ferves either to 
veaken, or inforce it, in one regpect or 
e ther: Some are ſo far deprav 'd, that they 
„ annot withitand the leaſt Temptation, or 
 theny themſelves any Satisfaction. They 
t ſho have long indulg'd the Keins, 
rind given themſelves up to ſenſuality are i 
-ntjound Hand, and Foot, led in triumph. | 
ay every Luſt, and ebe to make any ll 
onhotion towards the Inlargement of then Ill 
Whuls. Their Liberty may be ſaid to de ex- 1 
V of/izg, and it is almoſt too late to think oi 
yhbghring for its preſervation, They are 
th Tele with the failing of a Leaf, and ter- 
ofgfied with the ſtinging ofa fly ; allow them 
mbeir full ſtreugth, and ſedateit Moments, 
d SÞd they ſhall act lets rational, Lats ſteady, 
ghd 1 tree, than other men in their Sleep. 
Mut then ro what maturity and ſtrengul is 
pberty grown in others, who have ; 15%] 


' P 3 them— | | 


WV __ 
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themſelves to Recollection and Retirement, 
who have taken the due methods of Diſa-| Fett 
pline, joyning all the forces of Nature to 
the operations of Grace ? Theſe can endure 
hardſhips as good Souldiers of Chriſt : there is 
no Vertue fo irkſom, bur they can imbrac 
it; no Duty ſo diſcouraging but they can 
attempt it. Theſe are they who being man 
free by the Son, are free indeed. 
„ IXXII. 0. This being the ſtate and difference 
Different humane Liberty, it is very apparent, what 
CE different meaſures of Grace would be neceſ 
94 fary to Aifferent Men to put the d 
quir d ac ary toUnnerent en P m upon: 
cording to Level. To the one a few degrees of Grad 5. 
che de, would weigh down the Balance, wha 400 
grees of ©: . 
Liberty. With others an hundred times as much 
would not ferve to put it eguilibn 
Notwithſtanding which unequal occation; 
Grace is conveyed by quite contrary M- 
thods ; They that want the greateſt, ſh: 
have the leaſt ſupply, and they thar wa 
but little, ſhall have abundance : H 


ever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſh 
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Mat. 13. Lade more abundance, But whoſoever h 6 
12. not, from him ſhall be taken away, even that = 
hath. 7 


„em. FS. This is a Doctrine fo neceſſary to 
dora underſtood, that our Lord has thought 
of this do- tO inculcate it, over and over; and tore! 
Trine. der it familiar by Parables. This we a 
Sheen. : | 7 ' 
taught by the Talents, the Lord gal 

LR | eve! 


God with Mankind, &c. 255 


every Servant to traffick with-all, and the 
returns he made to their reſpective Induſtry 
or Idleneſs: but he more expreſly deſcribes 
how much the Diſpoſitions and Indeavours 
of Nature facilitate the work of Grace, by 
the Parable of the Sower, and his feed: 
where with the exacteſt reſemblance he 
4 compares the Heart of May to the Soil of 
the Earth, and ſhews what preparations 
are neceſſary to make the Grace of God 
* take Root, and ſhoot up into the fruits of 
Good Works and Obedience. 

d. The Husbandman is never ſo vain as -**- 
to expect a crop without Tillage : He culated 
Ploughs, he Dungs, and Enriches his Y 97 Sa- 
> Ground, he extirpates the Thorns and 
.| Brambles, that have thot deep into the 
Earth: and with much Toll and Diligence 
makes way for the entertainment of the 
good Seed: and then leaves it to Heaven, 
to Shine, and Rain, and Bless his labours 
with the increaſe of a plentitul Harvelt : 

The heart of Man is a Soil, that requires 
no leſs cultivation and improvement: The 
lame Sin that brought a Curse upon the 
former, and ſtor'd it with Brzars, and 
Thiſtles, has impoveriſh'd and weakned 
the Powers of our nature, and ſtock'd our 
Souls with Paſigaas, and Deſires of an evil 
Growth, and deſtructive Tenicnacy, and 
546 exerciſe of our ſpiritual Husbandry 
- P 4 COlle 
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conſiſts in taming, and ſubduing, and 
eradicating our evil Affections, in Re. 
trenching the Cares of the World, and reſiſt. 
ing the Deceitfulneſe of Riches, that choak 
the Work of God, and render it unfruit- 
full. Such a Previous diſpoſition facilitates 
the work of Grace, and makes one Degree 
of it, more effectual to a Man's Converſi- 
on, than tex to a Soul overrun with evil 
luſts, and obgoxious to every Temptation, 
And thus God acting by the ſimpleſt ways, 
whileſt he ſupplies but a ſmall meaſure oi 
Grace, may yet work effectually, to the 
Converting and Saving the Sinner. 
5 S. Tis true he is able to ſhower down 
Greater quantities of Grace, ſufficient to ſtop the 
Iupplies of Career of the greateſt Senſualiſt, and to beat 
eee down Concupiſcence when ſtrongly fortified 
inthe * With every Luſt and Paſhon: But tis not 
Rate, reaſonable to believe our Bleſſed Lord be. 
Fall. * ſtows his Father's Bounties with ſo preful: 
cet an Hand, giving moſt to them that deſerv: 
them leaſt; rather we muſt acknowledg: 
that the Preſumptuous Sinner, who by th: 
miſmanagement of his Soul has rendrel 
very plentiful incomes of the Divine affilt 
ance, neceſſary. to his Recovery, ſhall re 
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Con- 


ceive it much more ſparingly? than he, tha from 
Wanting little, has made great preparation 
for its Reception. And this is agreeable t 
Reaſon and Scripture, and the nature : 
+ arti ae | te 


OUr / 
to m 
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the thing it ſelf. Tis here as with the 
Sluggard, and the Spendthrift, who hav- 
ing waſted his Patrimony in Senſuality, 
and Sloth, has nothing leſt to depend upon, 
but an immediate Providence, which yet 
being the Bleſſing only of Induſtry, and 
honelt Indeavours, 1s like to leave him to 
Starving and Beggary. Whereas Provi- 
dence is obſerv'd to concur with the Dili- 
gent in improving their Eſtates, with In- 
creaſe upon Increaſe, even when they do 
not want it. 


d, That this is the Divine Method in 5 xx. 
Spirituals as well as Temporals, is evident, I 5 
from all the Advices and Directions of our ni wy 2 
Saviour, who conſtantly enjoyns Privati- ne Con- 


on, and Repentance, as the neceſſary qua- 4% Henn 
- our Savi- 
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lifications for the Kingdom of Heaven: For ae 4:- 
to whom ſhall we refer our ſelves but to reins 


him, who being perfectly acquainted with 


the humane Nature, and knowing where- 


has by Example and Precept, recommend- 
ed to us a Life of Abſtinence and Selt-De- 
nial, as the moſt proper Qualifications to 
become his true Diſciples? If his great 
Concern is to withdraw our Affections 


by from external Pomp and Figure, to wean 


our Appetites from the enjoymeuts of Senſe, 
to make us retire into our aclves, and to 
deſpiſe whatever appears under ſpecious 
| Jitles 


in its Weakneſs and its Strength conſiſts, 


and ad- 
VICES. 
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$. LXXVII. 
Obpect : 
This 1s 
carrying 
Nature 
too far: 
anſwer d. 


full Diſguſt to Senſual delights and worldly 


we ſhall receive the divine Influences, with 


r 
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Titles and Pretenſions; and to give us a 


Satisfactions, has Crucified the Serſibiliy 
of them in his own Perſon, by ſubmitting 
to Infamy, Pain and Death: how can we 
imagine, but the Crucitying the World 
with its Affections and Luſts, is the wa 
he has deſcrib'd to Lite, and Strength, and 
Liberty; to Grace, Happineſs, and Glory 
The Love of the World is inconſiſtent with 
Charity, or the Love of God: Senſuality ob. 
ſtructs the firſt ſeeds and principles of a Spi. 
ritual Life; and Pride excludes that Humi. 
lity which is the foundation of the Chritti. 
an vertues, for which reaſon we mul? pluck 
out thoſe Eyes that are too quick-fightel 
for worldly things, and lopoff thoſe Mem. 
bers, that are too active inthe animal Life: 
we mult make Retrenchments to corrupt 
Nature, and remove the impediments of 
Fleſh and Blood out of the way, and then 


that true Hunger and Thirſt after Righte- 
ouſneſs, which brings a Benediction of 
everlaſting Fulneſs and Enjoyment. 

g. It cannot with any colour of Reaſon 
be objected, that this is carrying Nature 
tao far, before Grace begins to operate, 
and treading too near the brink of the Pela- 


gian doctrine, in making the work of 


Righteouſneſs depend too much upon our) 
Es | {elves} 


| 
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ſelves, and leaving too little for the Spirit of 
God to do in our Converſion ; for though 
it be an hard matter to determine the 
bounds betwixt meer Nature and Grace, 
and to fix the point where humane Liber- 
ty ends, and where the divine Aſſiſtances 
commence; yet neither is it neceſſary, to be 
done; becauſe in Chriſtianity I deny not 


J but the very firit eForts againſt Concupi- 


ſcenceare ſeconded by the Holy Spirit; and 
all our Endeavours receive a proportionate 
'| Encouragement, even thoſe that are prepa- 
ratory to an holy Lite: Bur {till the good 
effects of grace are obſtructed till the way is 
clear'd of the great impediments, and rhe 
Soil is duly prepared for the reception of the 
heavenly Sced. Now 1t God vouchtates 
his Aſſiſtance tocultivate our Barren Souls, 
and even to qualifiy them for thoſe Bleſſings 
he beſtows; what greater motive can we 
have to contribute our own utmolt En- 
deavours, to ſoften, manure, and enrich 
them, that the Grace he gives may take 
root in our Hearts, and bring forth Fruit 


to perfection. f : . Lxxvin. 
d. Tis true this task it ſelf is very diffi» The digt: 

cult, and fo much the more, the longer the nx BY 

Soul has been habituated to a contrary gur Souls 


(tate : When the Earth has been long over-/or Grace, 


grown with Thorns, and Briars, and their 


Fo 4 nerd 
by tie 


complicated Roots have iuſinuated into all xecegs y. 
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its Boſom, tis a diſcouragement to the ow. | Harl 

ner to undertake the cure of it, as believing mak 

the Benefit will not be equal to the Pains :|prea 

And we ſhould lie under very great Deſpon-· and 

dences, as to the Recovery of our Souls, is an 

when they have been a long time vitiated|heax 

with the growth of Vice and Error, if there pern 

was not an abſolute neceſſity of purging fend 

them, coſt what it will : But when we|mett 

know that the Grace of God can not thrive |pofit 

and proſper in ſuch a Soil, and that with dily 

out this divine Principle, we ſhall be the|fy ch 

moſt miſerable of all Creatures, we ſhould| aſſiſ 

be Traytors to our own happineſs, if we ſuf-| ate 
| ter'd our natural evil Habits to diſpoſſeſs the] 4. 
ſpiritual Seed of Grace, and to extermi-| ry t 
nate it as conſtantly as it falls. Theſe are 1 

Principles that cannot Live together, and] of th 
| | it is the vaineſt hope in the World to think] char 
of reconciling them, by grafting Vertue and] has 
Religion upon ſo corrupt, and vicious a| thou 

Stock: and hence it is no wonder that the] Pray 
Prayers of Sinners, that is of Senſual and] «+, 
Wicked Men, ſhould not be heard, and that] but 

the Sacriſices, Oblations and Incenſe of tlie that 
Unjuſt ſbould be like the cutting off a dog's} is a 

Ia. 66. 3. neck, the offering Swine's Blood, or the bleſſing 
an Idol. Grace is only then Victorious] ther 

where Nature leads the way, or at leaſt ac: the; 
companies it in the work ot Salvation: And! the 
therefore the Bleſſed Author of it, fent his] erg 


Har- 


— 
<< 
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V. Harbinger before him,” to prepare, and 

ng make ready the way for Divine Grace, by 
S:|preaching, Repentance from dead Works: 

n- and by the Practice of felt denyal : which 

Is, [is an inſtruction what Natural means are to 

ed be applied, to prepare our ſelves for the ſu- 
re|pernatural Graces of our Saviour and to 

ng render t hem effectual. When we take this 

Ve [merhod to give our ſelves the neceſſary Dit- 
ve[potitions, the Divine Influences, will rea- 
h-|dily actuate and fm our Souls, and quali- 

he| fy them for Salvation, (without miraculous 

1d] aſſiſtances) by the ordinary means, and 

uf. ſtated laws of Grace. 

he F. But tho? theſe diſpoſitions are neceſſa- s. . 
n-| ry they are not of themſelves effectual, to _— 
ire 4 obtaining Grace; becauſe it is a Jewel 1 for 
nd| of that ineſtimable price, that a wiſe Mer- Grace cho 
ak] chant cannot buy it roodear,if he ſells all he 2 
nd] has to purchaſe it: and God himſelf has 4 wirbour 
thought fit to make it the price of earneſt carneſt 
he Prayer. 9 
1d] d. Now as to Prayer; there is o doubt & LXXX. 
at] but it is a part of natural Religion: and Cos lara 
he that Men can no ſooner underſtand there 1 
is a God, but their wants and exigencies | 
will put them upon ſeeking the redreſs of | | 
us} them, trom this Superiour Being, whom | 
c. they think able to relieve them. But whe- 
1d} ther God will vouchſafe to hear the Pray. 
us ers and conſult the Neceſſities and Advan- 


1 tages | 


0 
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tages of Sinful creatures, is not a queſtion|wit! 
eaſily reſolved by Reaſon; They might|goo« 
pray, but it could not be without doubt. ſſor u 
ing of the ſucceſs : they could not ase withſbeca 
a full Hope and Afſurance of receiving,own 

had they not been encourag'd by Revelati. the 
on: Which is an Advantage peculiar to|both 
the Church of God, and particularly toſperfe 
Chriſtianity, aſſuring us that if me asm It 
ſhall receive, 4 we ſeek we ſhall find, and if n ſcann 

knock, it ſhall be open d untous, Prayer then|pray 

is certainly a great Privilege of humane ſture, 
Nature in this ſtate of Impotence and Im- ſour 
perfection; the Petitioning for Grace, is aſwe I 

great Grace it ſelf, and an eminent pur. All- 

chaſe of our Saviour's Blood; in vertue of}Favc 

whoſe all ſufficient Sacrifice and powerful |meer 
| interceſſion, we are encourag'd to come bold. bur I 
Tb. 4 ty tothe Throne of Grace, and receive help in ſby tl 
time of need: And tis by vertue of the ſame ſing a 
Sacerdotal offices, that all the Pray- un o 
ers of holy Men from the fall of Adam to ſciple 
the end of the World, are made accep- ſilinę 
table to his Father. | occal 
Ss. txzxt, + Which being ſo; convinces us that ſto hi 
* we Prayer is appointed in the order of graces, om, 
oe 98" asa very ſutable inſtrument for the obtain- [theſe 
Pray. ing thoſe things which are wanting in theſ Tem 
Order of Nature, and that it is deſign'd by lle / 
the admirable Wiſdom of God, for the Ad- The 


vantage and happineſs of Mankind, both fte 01 
With 
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to 
2p. filing at Midnight to ſupply: a Friend's 
occaltions, not ſo much to do a4 kindneſs 
o him, as to free himſelf from a tire- 
ſom, and unſeaſonable Suit; yet neither of - 
theſe Examples are deſign*d to expreſs the 
Temper of our Heavenly Benefactor, but 


lat 


in- 
the 
by 
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with relation to Temporal and Spiritual 
oods and therefore, if it were not poſſible 
jor us to diſcover the nner how our Prayers 
became effectual; we ſhould nevertheleſs 
own it our duty to Pray continually for 


both permits, and encourages us to this 
performance · 
If we enter into this conſideration, we 
cannot conceive that We are commanded to 
pray in order to inſtruct God, in the na- 
ture, or number of our wants, ho knows 
our Neceſſities before we ask; Nor muſt 
we Imagine that Emanative Goodneſs, and 
All- ſu fficiency can be ſo Tenacious of its 
Favours, as that they muſt be extorted by 
meer Importunity of Addreſs. Though 
our Lord illuſtrates the Beneficence of God, 
by the inſtances of an unjuſt Judge, aveng- 
ing a Widow's quarrel, rather from the :e4;- 


um of her Importunities, than from a prin- 
caple of Compaſſion, or Juſtice;and of a Man 


he Nature and Qualifications of Prayer. 


d. The juſt ſenſe of our Wants ought to actu- 


"th 
1th 


te our Deſires, with that Fervour and Ye- 
| Cs 
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the ſupply of our neceflities, becauſe God 
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hemence, with that Zeal and ContentÞ! 
as if our Almighty Patron, were to be fity 1 
quer'd by an Holy Violence, and 
ven were to be taken by force. 

d. And for the ſame reaſon there ouyrope 


ifications to enter into our Prayers Faith and He iI 
ef Prayer. Love Revereace and Humility, and wi 8. 


ever beſpeaks our Dependence, and Pore 
jection, and the Sovereignty and Gqore 
neſs of God: When our Supplicationgltab 


Ao hearty, and affectionate, and full ofſpon 
Divine temper, we may ask with Cqwhil 
dence, and be ſecure of prevailing, bech av. 


it is our Faith, Hope, Charity, and Þily « 
other Chriſtian vertues that Pray: hr D 
put our Soul into a Frame, and Confitere 
ſure proper for the reception of the Difſſes, 
influences, and give our deſires ſuch eblig' 
gy, as makes them fit for God to anſupund 
Our deſires ſo form'd are a ſyſtem as it dcfν 
of Vertues, and an Abridgement of Bo 


on: and therefore if our Prayers prowod, 
any time ſucceſsleſs, we ought not to >! Di: 
plain that God does not hear, or regard 9. O 
but conclude they are not rightly qualipnfid 


Jam» 4. 2 Te ask and ye receive not, becauſe ye ask 


th 
There mult be ſome defect in the fra Pe 
and End of our Prayers, as when we eme! 
for Riches to conſume upon our Luſts de Pe 
in the Temper or Manner of our AddiF*ent 
when we Faint and Doubt, orare Carculd 
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r Deſpond ; or when either Faith or Cha- 

> qity is wanting, or Zeal or Perſeverance. 

or otherwiſe the Promiſe of Chrilt cannot 

il, that if we ask in his Name, (things 
zproper to be ask'd and in a proper manner) 

Ie ſhall receive. | 

wi $- And now what can be thought of Nui 
gore worthy of the Wiſdom of God, and The great 
3qore advantagious to Man, than ſuch an 2% %. 
ngſabliſhmenc, as ſuſpends our Happineſs Par, 
ofſpon the Efficacy of our own Deſires, and 
Cawhilſt in this ſtate of Corruption we are 

averſe to Religious Duties) brings us 

ily on our knees to God. By this means 

r Duty is bound upon us by a prevalent 
ondtereſt, when being ſenſible of our Weak- 

les, Infirmities and Dependence, we are 

1 eblig'd to have recourſe to him who is the 
\{ypundation of our Health, Strength and 


t xjcurity : And whilſt Concupiſcence is con- 
od carrying us from the Supream 


-owod, the true Love of our Selves, by a ſtron- 
o cer biaſs, brings us back to the purſuit of it. 
ard d. Mean While, that which is the great $. Lxxerv. 
alibufidence of Sintul Creatures, in approach- . 


1 the Throne of God of infinite Purity, pends on | 


tenſd Perfection, is the Mediation of our Re- our Lord's 
e emer, who being God, and Man, in „ 

ſts e Perſon, receives at our Hands, and | 
ꝗdſents to his Father thoſe Addreſſes which 

areuld not become acceptable any other 


Q way. 
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way. Our Prayers are only ſucceſsful, be Ca 
cauſe his are always heard, who as an H wit 
ternal High Prieſt, is entred into the Holy aw 
of Holys, not made with Hands, to appea| ble 
in the preſence of God for us, where he offer} WI 
up the Prayers of all Saints upon the Golden A the: 
tar of Incenſe, which is before the Throne, Aj to © 
his Mediation is the only Ground for ou be 
Faith to reſt upon, for the return of out Rel 
Prayers, ſo it is the only Stand for ouj unle 
Reaſon, to diſcover the Method by whid Dec 
they are return'd ; Which is the more n& For 
ceſſary to be conſider'd; becauſe thoſ no a 
Schemes which ſome have laid to account 6. 
for the Conduct of God in this particulagan E 
are ſo far from giving Satisfaction to onde. 
Thoughts, that were there no other wafhas g 
to reſolve it, we ſhould be apt to concludgfide c 
that Prayer was either an Act of Fate an Doin 
Neceſſity, or elſe was uſeleſs and inſignifpnolt 
cant. now 
$. The Predeſtinarian Hypotheſis bringActic 
in God deſigning ſome particular Perſons tament: 
Salvation, and determining the means preÞliſh? 
ciſely, by which they ſhall arrive to it. 'ThelWvith 
{hall not only pray, but ſhall pray at ſuchMora 
Seaſons, with ſuch Circumſtances, for ſuc Cor 
Things, and receive ſuch Anſwers, as havM²an! 
been tatally reſolv'd on, before the beginfrts, : 
ning of Ages. Here 'tis impoſlible not tits for 


Pray, and not to be heard, becauſe in thifution 
LY Cal 


God with Mankind, 8c: 
ze! Caſe, God does all in all; and who ſhall 


g withſtand his Decree ? But then the Caſt- 
o away, or the Reprobate, are in a miſera- 


eq ble Condition, becauſe being Veſſels of 


Wrath, created and reſerv'd to Diſhonour, 
Al they can neither have the Will nor Power 


Aj to any acceptable Duty: Which could we 


dul be induc'd to believe; I know not why 
out Religion ſhould be our Care or Concern, 
ou unleſs we imagin'd we cou'd unravel Eternal 
ich Decrees, and alter the Counſels of Deſtiny : 
nel For what «ſt be, will be, and there can be 
1018 no avoiding, it. 

un} $. Others pretend to mend fo ill contriv'd 
lajan Hypotheſis, by reſolving all into Fore- 
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LXXXVI 
The Hypo- 


ndfeht : They would perſwade us, that God ehejis up- 


vaſhas given us the Liberty of chooſing either ee. 
1 WG, fight con- 
1defide of the Contradiction of Doing or not 4. 


an Doing, Praying or not Praying, with the 
niſfmoſt abſolute Indifterence, but foreſeeing 
how we ſhall determine our ſelves in every 
ingAction, has provided ſuitable Encourage- 
15toments ; That conſequently , he has eſta— 
pre liſh*d the Courſe of the Natural World, 
he(Fvith relation to, and dependence on the 
ſuc[ Moral, and that by ſo minute and exact 
ſuch Correſpondence, as to Puniſh and Reward 
navMankind according to their reſpective De: 
-inferts, and particularly ro anſwer their Pray- 
ot tis for Temporal Things, by the meer exe- 
 thijution of rhe Laws of Nature; which re- 
Cab 22 moves 
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moves the neceſſity of particular interpoſi} Na 

tions of his Providence at every turn, and 

excuſes him from ſo many Miracles, as an pg, 

unbecoming the Majeſty of God. 

e d. Now though at firſt view ſuch an ac] fs 
either : 

reaſonable COUNT has this to recommend it, that it ſeemy (, a 

nor poſſi- to obſerve ſome Decorum, in aſcribing ti and 

le, God the Glory of infinite Wiſdom, in conf yh; 

triving before the Conſtruction ofthe Worll ,q 

the Laws of it, in ſuch a manner as to maky ,yj+1 

them extend to all poſſible Caſes, and al, g 

the ſame time, tends to deliver Men fron} WO 

thoſe unreaſonable Preſumptions, thai the 

wou'd ſubmit the unchangeable Laws & yer, 

Nature, to every free deſire of ſinful Mei peg 

yet the nearer we conſider it, the more inf iʒ m 

probable it looks, and upon a full view, | poin 

neither Reaſonable nor poſſible. orde 

g. ru. dy. For tho? it ſhould be granted thꝗ Lau 

Conſitent God immediately Puniſhes and Rewarf;,|;r 

on» m9 Mankind, by adjuſting and timing Nath 6. 

dr/tributi- ral Cauſes to the Exigences of Humaqfelat. 

ow of Affairs; yet this can only be underſtood q their 

e Publick, and general diitributions of Heal c 

juſtice; as when a Deluge ſhall ſweep they 

way an unrighteous Generation, a Plag#:cco 

diſpeople a Country ot its Inhabitants, Air, 

an Earth-quake ſwallow them up, Wiferen 

their Iniquities have made them rip? for now, 

general a Deſtruction ; or on the contraſ Fruit 


when the Vertues and good e the 0 
5 
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M1] Nations, are recompens'd with the Natu- 


nd ral Bleſſings of fruitful and healthy Seaſons, - 


al Peace, Proſperity, and long Life; but 
in theſe general Diſpenſations particular ca- 
ac ſes are not provided for: The few Good 
Mi ſuffer amongſt the numerous Wicked, 
and the Wicked enjoy the Bleſſings 
oli which are the Recompences of the Good, 
rd an which it may be is conſiſtent enough 
ak with the Idea we have of God, acting as 
142 general Cauſe in the Government of the 
"Of World; tho? it mult be confeſs'd, that in 
IN theſe and the like Inſtances, which are bur 
q very minute and particular effects, in re- 
len ſpect of the univerſal Agency of God, it 
is more reaſonable to believe he has ap- 
pointed ſome occaſional Cauſe to prevent Dit: 
orders, and ſupply Deficiences, that theſe 
tha Laws might not by reaſon of their Gene- 
Alg rality extend to, 
atk d. For Example, how much depends with 
JFrelation to Mankind upon the Winds and 


LXX 
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6. 


Uftheir variations? Theſe are the Natu- /kely robs 
ral Conſequences of the Laws of Morions, & e. 


PFthey riſe and fall, are ſteady and various, 
ag according to the various i npulſes of the 
Air, and the ſeveral Fermentations of dif- 
Vidferent Bodies that mingle with it, But 
or ſow, Heat and Cold, Rain aud Drowth, 
al Fruitfulneſs and Barrenneſs of the Earth, 
N the diſperſion of Plagnes, and Famines, the 


* Wa Pro- 


———  - 


NIX. 


Brit more 
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Proſperity or Adverſitiy of Nations, by 
the Succeſs or Ruine of their Fleets, in 
Trade and War, and innumerable other ( 
conſequences, owe their Birth to them. bi 
And were they only guided by the tumul. 
tuous Motions of Blind, and Thoughtleſ, 
Matter, how frequently fatal might they 
prove to us? which makes it reaſonable to Pc 
believe that God has appointed ſome intel: 
ligent Cauſe, to ſtem the Tide of unruly th 
Matter, and preſide over its Operations; 
that is, that he exerciſes a particular Pro 
vidence, by the Interpoſitions of Creature R 
Cacting according to Order ) in ſubordinz| b. 
tion to him: For which many Reaſon; 
might be given, but that would carry m 
too far. ob 
XC. cen- F. And therefore I obſerve, that what: 


2 ever the Divine Conduct be in this Caf: ha 
cular di- there is no Reaſon to think he has Eterna h 
ſtributi- prediſpos'd things in ſuch a Method, 2 fi 
Proe. that all the Particalarities of effects depend: ae 
dence. ing on General Laws, ſhould by any ac 4g 
I of Preſcience be adjuſted to the particular 
Tempers, Wants, and Deſires of Men} Ch 
For the purpoſe, it is not conceivable, that , ,, 
this or that Shower of Rain, ſhould fron} ng 
Eternity have been deſign'd for the Field} G 
| of this or that Husbandman, in view cd an- 
j his Neceſſity, his Deſert, or his Prayers! ui 


at ſuch a juncture. For ſuppoſing an il 


Mut 
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Man to be his Neighbour, whoſe contra- 
ry Qualifications, requir'd a different Treat- 
ment, or another Good Man, whoſe Occa- 
ſions or Prayers were 1 4 prevalent, 
but demanded a contrary effect, we ſhouꝰd 
find this ſort of Providence extreamly puz- 
ling and unaccountable, being oblig'd to im- 
poſſibilities, that is Contradictions. In the 
mean time, Experience and Fact, reclaim 
to ſuch a Method; becauſe in reality, 
the general Communication of Moti- 
ons, on which the Rain depends, is not 
obſerved to ſuffer thoſe diſtinctions; The 
Rain and the Sun, good Weather and bad, 
being equally common to him that prays 
and prays not, that Sacrifices and Sacrifices 
not. Whereas if this were the Method, 
obſerv'd by God, in the diſtribution of 
temporal things, the World would be go. 
vern'd quite otherwiſe than it is; that is, 
by a conſtant Series of Miracles. That in- 
finite variety of particular occaſions, wou'd 
require ſuch a Correſpondence ot Supplies, 
as muſt quite overthrow the ſettled Courſe 


of general Laws, and break the whole 


Chain of Providence into jarring and diſ- 
agreeing Combinations. But ſince we ſee 
nothing of this is done, but the Will of 
God, is Uniform, Conſtant, and General, 
and the Laws of Motion are carr:ed on 
without any viſible Interruption, in all 


Q 4 Times 
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Times and Places, we muſt conclude, there | we 

is ſome other way eſtabliſh'd, for the an- | Na 

ſwering and ſupplying the Occaſions and | giſt 

Prayers of Men. Eſpecially ſince this ſup- | add 

pos'd Method Anticipates, and too much | it o 

Confines the free Exerciſe of our Lord's | hox 

| Mediation ; who diſpoſes of all things in | the 

the Houſe of his Father, as his only Son, | Re: 

and has all Power committed to him in| 5 

Heaven, and in Earth: He as God hears| an 

the Prayers of all Fleſh, and as Man invelt-| req 

ed with abſolute Authority, diſtributes the] tior 

Bounties of Heaven, with an impartial ma-| ouę 

nagery. According as he obſerves the dil-| Sec 

potions, and tempers, and ſees the ne-| of ( 

ceſſities of his Supplicants, he commile-| Re: 

rates their Condition, and preſents their giv 

Prayers in vertue of his Sacrifice to his Fa-] Scri 

ther, and anſwers them in a way molt ſui-f his 
| table and expedient for them; whether by} wh 
| communicating Spiritual or Temporal] not 
| Bleſſings. ) 
| $. xc il. . But not to repeat what I have already} a pr 
| How our ſaid, (which may ſuffice to ſolve the Dif 
| 7 culties concerning Spiritual Things) let us} thei 
88 at preſent only enquire after what manner] Lan 

anſwer d. our Prayer for Temporal Things, are anſwer'd,} but 

ſince we pray for Rain or Fair weather, for} of / 
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Health and Proſperity, for Riches, and other} ture 

things which depend upon Natural Caules,| rati 

and look upon them frequently, as the pur-| con 

chaſe of our Piety and Devotion; when yet] has 
| we 
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we obſerve no Deviations in tHe Laws of 

Nature, but that they continue fixt and un- 

diſturb'd : As to common Bleſſings, I ſhall 

add no more than I have ſuggeſted already, 

it only remains therefore to be conſidered, 

how private Temporal good things become 

the Subject and Reward of our perſonal 

Requeſts. 

„ The Truth is there is no Subject of, Nc 

z more abſtruſe Nature than this, or which 77% 

requires a more nice, and cautious Explica- is en. 

tion, becauſe it cannot be treated of as it 7”: 

ought, without a thorough View into the 

Secrets of Providence, which the Wiſdom 

of God has made inſcrutable to humane 

Reaſon: I ſhall therefore only venture to 

give a few hints which are countenanc'd by 

Scripture, and leave it to God to be juſt in | 

his Promiſes of anſwering our Petitions, | 

when we ask as we ought,though we know | 
| 
| 


not in all Caſes, preciſely how tis done. 

9. In order to which I lay down this ass Xell, 
a probable Concluſion; That our Prayers for 8 
Temporal good Things, moſt commonly receive laid down, 


their effect, not by any Suſpenſion of natural 


| Laws, and their Compliance to our Mecoſſities, 


but by a Providential Application and timing 


of Means and Endeavours to the courſe of Va- 


ture: Which I confirm by thoſe Conſide- 
rations which the Scripture directs us to, 
concerning the Holy Angels which God 
has appointed to be the Miniſters of his Pro- 

| vidence 


IEEE 
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vidence. They are miniſtring Spirits for ow 
Good. Heb. 1. 14. and perhaps we rea 
the Benefit of their Miniſtry, in many more 
things than we imagine: We find them cau- 
tioning and inſtructing Holy Men in Dreams 
8 and Viſions: And we have reaſon to be.| ©? 
ilieve them peculiarly aſſiſtant at the Pray. 
ers of the Faithful, and that they contri| 5? 
bute very much to the Succeſs of them. 
. xc v. g. Let us ſuppoſe then that a Man in hisſick. 
The Ad. neſs prays for the recovery of his Health: but | 
1 Health depends upon Food and Phylick, 
eonfider'd. Which are apt to work an alteration in the 
Blood, and reſtore it again, when vitiated,toa Ct 
due Temper and Circulation. Theſe things 
have a Natural Agency, and operate in al 
mited Meaſure, according to the greater or of 
leſs reſiſtance of the Subject: An Effect 
that in the leaſt exceeds the ſtinted Force 
of its Cauſe, is Supernatural, and not to 
expected in the Caſe: How then becom: d. 
our Prayers effectual, if Nature will hav: ſio 
its Courſe, and Matter and Motion work in Pe 
the ſame manner as if no Prayers were 
made by the Patient, or in his behalf? act 
xiv. . Here lies the Difficulty which perhap My 
dich re- would immediately vaniſh, if we were ac = 
JreFro quainted with the Nature of Angels, and of | 


=> Fo knew how one Spiritual Subſtance acted N 
1 


Minds. upon another: And what Motions and Im- 


preſſions ſeparate Spirits could give to al 
| | Hu- Van 


5 vants. 
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Humane Mind: But that they can, and 
actually do operate upon our Souls, we are 
well aſſur'd; and there is no greater Cauſe 
to imagine that Evil Spirits can inſinuate 
evil and pernicious Suggeſtions, than that 
the Good can as powertully fortifie us a- 
gainſt them, by imprinting falutary 
Thoughts, and Ideas on our Underſtand- 
ings; or inclining our Wills, to courſes 
roper and effectual to our welfare. Thus 
ſt us but ſuppoſe that the Guardian Angel 
who intimately perceives the Frame and 
Contexture of the Body, and knows what 
alterations it is capable of, and how they 
are tobe wrought, ſhall ſuggeſt to the Mind 
of the Patient or the Aſſiſtants ſuch a Diet, 
ſuch a Medicine, or ſuch a Phyſician, the et- 
fect may be obtain'd by the way of Nature, 
and yet be wholly owing to our Prayers. 
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$. I add farther,that God who has commiſ- s xevr: 
ſion'd the Preſidential Angelsof Countrys or ow Bo- 


Perſons, very well knows they will not ex- 
ceed their Commiſſion; that they will not 
act but by the Rules of Order and Juſtice, 
which they conſtantly contemplate in him- 
ſelf; and conſequently if Order the Glory 
of God, or ſome eminent Advantage of 
his Church require it, they ſhall over-rule 
Natural Cauſes, in ſome extraordinary Ca— 
ies, for the Benefit and Safety of his Ser- 
Thote remarkable Providences 

| Which 


ies * ow 
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be ſomething more than Natural, and tho' 


The two Covenants of 


which ſometimes good Men experience in 
the Cour ſe of their Lives, ſeem to give 
Teſtimony to ſuch appointment ; as when 
in the Heat of a Battle the Arrows of 
Death encompaſs a Man round, and he 
perceives his Lite owing to ſome Minute, 
inconſiderable Circumſtance, which he 
could neither foreſee, nor expect. How 
eaſie is it on ſuch an occaſion, to believe 
the protecting Angel employ'd, in giving 
ſome Declination to his Body, or Direction 
to the Arm of his Enemy, when the 
breadth of a ſingle Hair, in the Projection 
of a Bullet, may either ſave or deltroy ! ] 
know not whether ſuch Effects may be pro- 
perly term'd Miraculous; becauſe we ap- 
propriate that Term to thoſe ſtupendous 
Contradictions to the Powers of Nature, 
evidently wrought for the Confirmation of 
Divine Truths; yet they may be faid to 


not viſibly Tranſacted; yet of the ſame 
Species of Providence with thoſe related in 
Holy Writ z where the Meſſengers of 
Heaven were employ'd in puniſhing and 
rewarding the Virtues and Vices of Men: 
As when the Angels laid hold of Lot, and 
his Wife, and Daughters, and reſcue! 


e A Ty © 
them from the impending judgment of 


their City; or when the deſtroying Angel 
accelerated the Contagion of the Plague, 
as 
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35 far as Arauna's Threſhing-floor. The 
Preſence and Interpoſition of Angels, fo 
frequently intimated in Scripture, makes 
it undeniable, that their Offices are wiſely 
conſtituted in the Order of Grace, to aſ- 
ſiſt in the Spiritual Building of the Church; 
and that they give an account of their Mi- 
niſteries to him, who is the Prince of An- 
gels as well as Men, Chriſt Jeſus. 


6 And if we might be allow'd to dive $. X CVI. 
into the Reaſons of God, we might per- {| 
haps ſay, that as his [zfinite Nature, and of this 
Inacceſlible Light, makes him inviſible to A 


mortal Eyes; ſo his Character of an Infinite 
and Univerſal Cauſe, prohibits his im- 
mediate Converſe with his Creatures, by 
particular Wills; And therefore he has de- 
voly'd that Province upon his Son, the Me- 
diator betwixt God and Man; whoſe Soul 
tho? exalted to the higheſt Perfection of 
Created Nature, yet not being of an In- 
finite Capacity, nor Suſceptible of Infinite 
Thoughts and Deſires at once, may make 
the Aſſiſtance of Angels neceſſary and ſub- 
ſervieat to the execution of his grand De- 
ſign ; And ſince we are. certain they have 
been always imployed in Miniſtring roGod's 
Church and People, what Offices can we 
more properly aſcribe to them, than the 
ſuccouring us with Temporal Bleſſings, in 
conequence of our Prayers to God; the 

— CIS» 
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Delivering us from Dangers, the removing 
Temptations, the promoting our Vertues, 
and aſſiſting and directing us in our way to 
Heaven? And this is agreeable to the Do- 
Qrine of our excellent Church, which 
prays that God who has conſtituted the Servi. 
ces of Men and Angels, in a wonderful Order, 
will mercifully grant that as his Holy Angel; 
always do him Service in Heaven, ſo by his ap. 
pointment 17 may ſuccour and defend us on 
Earth through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
xc. $- At the fame time ſuch an Expoſiti- 
The Mini- on gives no Encouragement to the paying 
Are An. Divine Honour to theſe Miniſters of Hea- 
33 ven, who profeſſing themſelves our Fellon. 
worſhip- Servants, acknowledge Worſhip to be onh 
pingthem. due to God; and therefore Good and Wile 
2 Men, whatever Opinion they have of the 
; Services of Angels, in the work of their 
Salvation, will always aſcribe the Praiſe and 
Glory of it to God, the Fountain of all 
Graces, through the Merits and Mediation 
of their Saviour: Nor will they be leſs en- 
courag'd to pray to him in all their Neceſſi- 


ties, than if they were aſſur'd of an immedi- 


ate Return from God himſelf, to every 
Supplication: For all muſt reſult from the 
Order which he himſelf has appointed, and 
is an effect of that Love where with Vim 
loveth us, becauſe we have loved the Son, and 
believe that he came out from God. 


7 


4 
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$. By what has been ſaid, we may con- C XCIX. 

jecture at the Reaſons why our Prayers for = ba 

Spiritual Graces, receive a more certain and receive « 

conſtant Anſwer, than thoſe we put up for wre cer- 

worldly Goods; namely, becauſe the Boun- {;,,, - 

ties of Heaven flow freely, and unconfin'd, Spiritual 

and are always obedient to our Lord's Effi- % Tem 

cacious Prayers : whereas the Goods of this + ul 

World are ſubject to natural Laws, and are 

the product of an Eſtabliſhed Courſe of 

Providence, which the immutability of God 

will not ſuffer to be alter'd, but upon ſuch 

important Occalions as may juſtifie his Con- 

duct: And therefore tho? our Saviour go- 

verns both in the Viſible and Inviſible 

World ; yet he commands in both no other- 

wiſe than Eternal Wiſdom will allow: 

Which will not ſuffer frequent exceptions 

to be made to the general Will of God, in 

Natural Laws, at firſt wonderfully contri- 

ved, and adapted to the general exigences 

of created Beings, Had not theſe Laws 

been ſufficient tor the Government of this 


lower World, they had never been eſtabli- 


- | ſhed, bur being once fixt, there is no Rea- 


ſon they ſhould bend and comply to every 
Humour and Deſire, or pretended Neceſſi- 
ty of Sinful Creatures. 


4 his 
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0 Tm. F. This is what our Lord ſtill ſuppoj 
hings (uf. When he cenſures Mens exorbitant Can, 
fieiently for worldly things; ſhewing that God 
3 made ſufficient Proviſion in his Gene 0 
* Providence for them: And that whillt | pert 
Provi= has provided Life and a Body the greatj' 
dence. and the nobler Gifts, he cannot fail to fi 
niſh them with ſuch other Advantages ag r 
Exjoyments as are neceſſary for them. Tf | 
Birds of the Air, and the Lilies of the Fiehky, - 
are nouriſht and cloath'd without any Ca4;.: 
and Concern of theirs : How much mquine 
has Man, the nobleſt Production of ti... 
ſublunary World, and intereſt in the Prpj:n 
Luk 12. tection and Providence of God! Seek ford 
29, 30,3 therefore ſays he, what ye ſhall Eat or what ter 
ſball Drink, neither be ye of doubtful Mink iii, 
For your Father knows that ye have need of th, » 
Things. But rather ſeek ye the Kjngdom 
God, and all theſe things ſhall be added « 6. 
jou; In the way of an ordinary Pro _ 
dence, Bleſſing ; Humane Induſtry aq. f 
Prudence: Conſequently in giving his Juin 
ſciples Inſtructions how to Pray, he i our: 
cludes but one Petition for the Convenieg|.q, 
ces of this Life, and that only for the coge,, 
tinuance of the Divine Providence in tau 
daily and neceſſary Supplies of a Mortjqe, 
Body; and immediately inforcing the Duphin 
and ſhewing the Advantages of Prayer, wee 
reſolges them all into the Holy Spirit, whihuſe 
- 


bur 
him 
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. bur Fleavenly Father [hall give te them that as 
im. wy 


eg. Hence it is evident that though we are s. ci. 

t permitted to pray for Temporal and Spiri- ane), n/a 
*Itual Goods; yet 'tis with a difference in % 
fi the Number and Temper of our Addreſſes; prayed fer 
Afor the one we ought to pray Fervently, 258 
1 Conſtantly, and with full Aſſurance of mes. 
being heard; for the other Sparingly, Con- 

Ca tionally, and with Submiſſion to the Di- 

Nine will; if he ſees it ſuitable to our Ne- 
teeſſities, and to his own Orders, and Eſta- 

T dhſhments: For which our Lord himſelf at- 

ords us an Example, in deprecating the bit- 

er Cup he was to drink: Father, zf thou be 

Pilling, or if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from 

e. Nevertheleſs, not my Will hut thine be done: 


„nu 


1 Upon a Review of what I have ſaid, 
ro conclude, that the Succeſs of our Pray- 
Ars for Worldly things is molt frequently 
wing to the happy Counſels and Endea- 
e Fours, ſuggeſted and promoted by our 
nBlefſed Saviour, the holy Angels, or good 
- COMen, in timing our Applications to the 
a laws of Narure, and the Current of Pro- 
lort dence; but that our Prayers for Spiritual 
Dufhings, are by an immucable Order fol- 
T, Þwed with the Gifts of Heaven; and be- 
Pu our Lord's Prayers are conſtantl 
0 R | ed, 
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heard, ours never return empty and unan- 
ſwered, when ever they are form'd with 
the neceſſary Qualifications. For nothing 
can be more poſitive than the Promiſe that 
if we ask as we 6ught, we ſhall receive. 
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$. Cll. d. And yet that Prayer ſhould be a pe 
The Re culiar means of attaining Grace proceed; 
jo of not only from the certainty of the Promiſe 
prayer but the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing: Fo 
— nothing is ſo proper to reſtore us, to our Per. 
Grace. fection and Happineſs, as what tends td 
unite us to God, our Supream Good, and 
ſuſpend our Intimacy and Union with tht 
Creatures: that brings back our wandrin 
Souls from the purſuits of ſenſible thing 
andarreſts them to Divine Contemplations 
*tis by their means we looſen the Ligament 
of the Body, which too ſenſibly confine th 
Soul, and reſtore her to a great degree 
her Primitive Liberty, which was to cot 
verſe with the Creator, and by her intimai 
Union with him, find her true Felicity; an 
therefore nothing can bz more neceſſar} 


than Prayer, or Praiſe and Thanksgiving. 


$. CIT. 6: For both theſe Duties however diff 
Prayer FI 4 6 : N i 
. rent in their Quality, are vertually the ſam 


Ilanhgi- In as much as both tend to alienate our A! 


rung ver. fections from the World, and to fix ther 
Sally rhe 


fame. UponGod, both beipeak our dependance an 
I 


2 
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Inſufficiency, and the Goodneſs and Great- 
neſs of our Creator : Indeed Praiſe and 
Thanksgiving, as it has leſs of Self. intereſt, 
is the more noble and exalted Act of De- 
votion; yet in effect it is no leſs a Prayer 
for future Favours, than a grateful acknow- 


ledgment of Mercies paſt. It being true of 


God, what the Panegyriſt aſcribes to his 
Emperor, that he ſureſt way of Petitioning 


for Benefits to come, is to give Thanks for thoſe 


recetv'd. 
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d. Theſe two Duties therefore of Prayer; ci. 


and Praiſe, our Lord has united in one b 


them 1111+ 
tt in the 


Symbolical Repreſentation, of his Holy Sup- 


per; which is a vitiblz but Myſterious Rite, Jord, 
comprehending in it all the parts of Religi- er. 


ous Worſhip, and giving Efficacy and Suc- 
cels to all our Supplications and Thanksgi- 
vings. For ſince the Sacrifice of the Death 
of Chriſt is the Foundation of all our hopes 
and intereſts in Heaven; as having no me- 
rit of our own to plead, but owing all we 
enjoy or expect to the ineſtimable Price of 
our Saviour's Blood; he has appointed the 
Memorials of this his Death, as the mot 
ſignificant and emphatical In{trum- nt of 
procuring the Graces he has merited for 
us. 


R 2 It 
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#44 * 
S. If we are to pray for the Pardon of 
„ CV. our Sins, how ſhall we do it ſo 1 


J 
I» 


Empbati. On, and pleading the Vertue and Merit of 
6 Prayer: his Blood, to God; upon which his Power 
of Interceſſion depends: For with his onn 

Blood he entred once into the Holy Place, hu. 

ving obtain'd Eternal Redemption for ws, Ii 

we are to pray for the Graces of his Ho. 

ly Spirit, how ſhall they be fo plentifully 
derived to us, as by that vital Union we 
obtain with him, by eating his Fleſh and 
drinking his Blood? He that eateth my 

Fleſh and drinketh my Blood dwelleth in 

me and I in him. We are made ane Boy 

by being partakers.of one Bread; and ſurely be. 

13015. ing Members of his Body,his Fleſh and his Bones 
Eph. 5.50. we cannot be ſeparated from his Spirit, and 
the Influences of his Divine Life. 
hope for immortality, the only earneſt we 

have of it, is the Conveyance of his Spirit} 

in this Sacrament ; in which we are made 10 

drink into one Spirit: And now if the Spiri. 


5. 8 


as by exhibiting the Emblems of his Pa 


It wel! 


of him that raised up Jeſus from the Dead, del the 
Rom 8. 11 7/2 as, he that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead ſpall witl 


alſo quicken our mortal Bodies by his Spirit that care 

awelleth in us. {Grad 

thavi 

4,CVE. &. On the other hand would we praile King 
noble God, how ſhall we do it more acceprably ſeals 
Thanksg i= than by exlübiting the Monuments of his ment 


Bount; | 


l 


| 


; 


Fig 
Pp. 
1rit 
well 
hall 
that 


ale 
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Bounty, and ſhewing his only Son given in 
Sacrifice for the Life of the World ? This 
is more Emphatical than any Language; 
the nobleſt expreſſion of our Joy, our Gra- 


titude and Wonder. 
the World is ſuch a ſtupendous act of Love 


in God, and our Saviour, that it ought to 


be celebrated with the moſt lively Paſſions, 


| rais'd not only by Faith, but as it were by 
'| Sight and Senſe; whilſt we See and Taſte, 


and Feel, the goodneſs of the Lord, We 


mult not therefore only talk of his Praiſe 


and wondrous Works, but offer up the 
Memorials of a Crucified Saviour, perpetu- 
ate the folemn remembrance of his Dying 
Love, and by this myſtical inſtitution ſhew 
forth the Lord's Death till he come, In all 
which the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, 
illuſtriouſly diſcover themſelves, whilſt he 


condeſcends to teach us Sublime and Spiri- 
tual Truths, by ſenſible Methods, and 


draws us to Heaven by the Cords of a 
Man: Whilſt he feaſts our Souls with 
the Food of Angels, in feeding our Bodies 
with Bread and Wine: Whilſt he takes 
care, to keepalive our drooping Vertues and 


Graces, by adding a continual Supply, and 


having enter'd us into his Covenant and 


bly 


Kingdom, by the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
eals and confirms the Privileges and Enjoy- 


his ments of .t by the Sacrameat of his Son's Bo- 


_ 


dy 


| 
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dy and Blood. Thus the Order of Grace fron 
firſt to laſt, is managed by the Supreameſ 
Wiſdom, and every thing in the whol: 
Oeconomy of our Salvation, manifeſts th: 
Infinite Love of God, which paſſes Know: 
ledge. 


